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means the Senior Service oi ae 
will lose 1,500 personnel by Ss " 


il 


2008 as part of the Strategic 
Defence Review announ- 
ced by Defence Secretary 
Geoff Hoon. 

First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Alan West said “most difficu- 
ult decisions” had been made 
in transforming the Fleet from 
one stil in many cases built to 
meet the challenges of the late 
20th century into one needed 
in the post-September 11 
world. 

The admiral told Navy News 
that a balance had to be struck 
between what the Navy want- 
ed and what it could afford. 

As a result 12 ships are to be 
paid off early to ensure the 
senior Service receives the hi- 
tech equipment and warships - 
chiefly two new aircraft carri- 
ers, cight escorting Type 45 
destroyers and the state-of- 
the-art computer, informa- 
tions and weapons systems 
which will power them. 


The resulting shake- 
up means Britain’s three 
oldest destroyers — HMS 
Newcastle, Cardiff and 
Glasgow — are to be paid 
off. 


Joining them on the dispos- 
als list are three Type 23 
frigates: HMS Norfolk. 


Marlborough and Grafton. 
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Despite being just seven years —— ~~ -s - ee - | : 
old, Grafton — starofthe ITV im : = , . | | @HMS Cardiff is one of three Type 42 2'déStroyers- — 
drama series Making Waves—is ii Hv t . to be paid off under the latest Defence Review: , 
being decommissioned — ood, =e , 

because she 1s due for a refit , i ‘< : —— 


which her older sisters have 
already had. 

[he Navv is also reducing its 
mine countermeasures forces 
to 16. 

Chat decision means the end 
of HMS Sandown herself, plus 
sisters Bridport and Inverness. 


a Three destroyers an 
os ree frigates to go 


ships patrolling there will be 


paid off by 2007. 
® Turn to back page 
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ANEW version of Search Scheme Alpha in which divers 
train to find limpet mines placed on the hulls of ships by 
attack swimmers can now complete the task in less than half 
the time once taken. 

HMS Liverpool's team (above) pioneered the new tech- 
nique — ever more important under the heightened terrorist 
ficer Sea Training 


threat — after an intensive two-day Flag Off 
package off Gibraltar. 








HMS VIRAGO 


LOCATED inside the newly established Museum of the 
Historic Dockyard at Chatham, Kent, the figurehead from 
HMS Virago is one of the rare full length standing figure- 
heads to have survived in the Royal Navy. 

Relatively small in size at just over 4ft high, Virago is 
described as a woman of masculine strength or a female 
warrior and takes the form of a young woman with blonde 
hair and a green laurel headdress striding forward with a 
lighted torch in her left hand. 

The name Virago dates in the Service from the early 
1800s with a number of small vessels. This figurehead was 
taken from the second major vessel of the name, a wood- 
en paddle frigate built at Chatham in 1842. 

Just 180ft long and with a beam of 36ft, her tonnage was 
1,059 and she was armed with six 68pdr pivot guns and 
four 10in guns. 

After a short period of local service around the UK, 
Virago was .used 6y the Admiralty from 1650-55 for survey 
work, first in the ific Ocean and then from the earty 
1860s on the North American station. She was taken out of 
service to be broken up at Chatham in 1876 when her fig- 
urehead was removed and placed in the Dockyard's grow- 
ing collection. 

It stood for many years in the grounds of Medway House 
before the establishment of the Historic Dockyard and 
removal into the Museum in the early 1990s. 
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areas such as the bridge, galley and 


accommodation. 


CRITICISM of Navy whites as being outdated and out of fashion 
for a 21st century fleet has not passed the scrutiny of a foreign 


Visit. 


A flurry of media reports earlier 
this year said it was time to ditch 
the tropical uniform for something 
more appropriate and suggested 
the traditional rig was a little 
‘CAMp . 

But crew of HMS Invincible and 
HMS Cornwall and New Yorkers 
gave the tropical whites the 
thumbs up during the ships’ 
Independence weekend visil to the 
Big Apple. 

Crew given the option of wear- 
ing rig or civvy clothes chose to 
don whites nine times out of 10 
during the five-day stopover. 

“The uniform looks very sharp, 
not camp. They make great ambas 
sadors for their country,” said New 
Yorker Maureen Borsella. Fellow 
Big Apple resident Jerry Turton 


added: “It's quite a sight to see 
large numbers of British sailors all 
dressed smartly out and about in 
our city. They stand out from the 
crowd.” 

Sailors in mg were given free 
rides on the subway, discount entry 
to the Statue of Liberty, were sent 
to the front of the queue to climb 
the Empire State Building, and 
gencrally lauded by New Yorkers. 

“If you're in rig you are treated 
like kings.” said CPO Mike Chitty 
of HMS Cornwall. “People offer to 
buy you lunch, send you to the 
front of queues, invite you to the 
theatre for free. We have been 
treated incredibly well.” 

@ WHITE COMPANY: Sailors 
in rig were welcome in New 
York. See centre pages 
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BARONESS Thatcher made a private visit to the Royal 
Navy Submarine Museum at Gosport, of which she is 
patron. 


Sovereign 
study up 
for sale 
in aid of 
charity 


PLYMOUTH artist 
Edward Boyle is offer- 
ing his study in oils of 
HMS Sovereign 
Leading the Van at the 
Battle of Trafalgar to 
the highest bidder, pro- 
ceeds to go to Naval 
charities. 

The painting shows 
the Plymouth-built 
Royal Sovereign open- 
ing fire with a full 
broadside on the 
Spanish Santa Ana. 
Starboard of Royal 
Sovereign is the French 
Indomptable. 

Bids open at £1,000 
and should be sent by 

st to The Editor, Navy 
News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth PO1 3HH or 
by email to 
edit@navynews.co.uk. 
Bidding closes on 


September 30. 





=. 


The ‘Iron Lady’, who was 
Prime Minister during the 
Falklands War in 1982 when 
the order was given for the 
submarine HMS Conqueror to 
torpedo the Argentinian 
cruiser General Belgrano, 
spent nearly two hours at the 
museum, given a guided tour 
by Director Cdr Jeff Tall and 
Chairman of the Trustees Vice 
Admiral Sir Roy Newman. 

“Lady Thatcher has been a 
patron of our museum for five 
vears and has never been able to 
find the time to visit before,” 
explained Cdr Tall. 

“We were delighted to wel- 
come her and show her all the 
displays and exhibits. She took a 
very keen interest in everything 
and thoroughly enjoyed her time 
with us.” 

Lady Thatcher toured HMS 
Alliance, the UK’s only walk- 
through submarine and a last 
survivor Of a British World War 
[l-type boat. 

she showed particular interest 
in Holland I, the Navy’s first ever 
submarine launched in 1901. 

The boat sank on her way to 
the breaker s yard off Eddystone 
lighthouse in 1913 and was dis- 
covered and brought to the sur- 
face in 198] 

Following her visit to the 
muscum Lady Thatcher was 
entertained to lunch on board 
HMS Victory bv Second Sea 
Lord Vice Admiral Sir James 
Burnell-Nugent. 

She was then given a tour of 
Nelson's flagship. 





vf Tree #e 
E Tf, if) 


sf 





Pf Pres . 


® Lady Thatcher on board HMS Alliance with Cdr Jeff Tall 


Smashing figure, Nell 


LATEST ‘Forces Sweetheart’ model Nell McAndrew 
raised over £50,000 for charities including SSAFA 
Forces Help by running in this year’s Flora London 
Marathon. 
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RN college 
planning 
centenary 

celebration 


THE NAVY'S officer training col 
lege celebrates its centenary next 
year, and plans for a senes of high- 
profile events are already in place. 

Britannia Royal Naval College 
(BRNC), built on an imposing hill 
side site overlooking Dartmouth, in 
Devon, was opened for trainee offi- 
cers in September 1905. 

It replaced wooden hulks which 
were first commissioned in a train- 
ing role in 1563 with the same aim 
as persists today — to train and edu- 
cate young officers to meet the chal- 
lenging standards of the front line. 

Plans under consideration for the 
centenary year include royal visits, a 
high-profile open day, an interna: 
tonal Young Officers regatta, recep 
Lions, reunions, sporting fixtures and 
a Centenary Ball. 

The College also hopes to muse 
chanty funds through various activi- 
ues over the course of the year. 

A Centenary Project Officer has 
becn nominated Lat Cdr Carlos 
kdwards, the College Furst 
Licutenant — and a provisional diary 
of events 1s on the BRNC website at 
www britannia.ac.uk 


Sick sailor 
flown out 


ONE OF RN Air Station Culdrose’s 
search and Rescue helicopters was 
scrambled to help a sick fisherman 
on a Spanish trawler. 

Onee the Sea King had carned out 
Is Peace Mission and deposited Ls 
care at a hospital in Brest, it too was 
forced to spend the night al the 
French port as dense fog made a 
return to Cornwall too difficult. 

The weather also hit the Culdrose 
International Air Day, but despite 
restricted flying duc to low clouds 
the public remained supportive. 

The Italian Aur Force team, the 
Freeee Tncolonm, were disappointed 
in ther desire to show off their acro- 
batic skills, but rotary crafi such as 
Sea Kings and Merlins were able to 
manocuvre beneath the low clouds, 

The crowd however had plenty to 
sec and do on the ground, including 
an SU27 of the Ukrainian Air Force 
and an American UH60 Blackhawk. 














Boat rescued 


by Wave Ruler 


AUXILIARY tanker Wave Ruler 
has rescued a disabled fishing 
boat and its crew while the RFA 
ship was on patrol in the 
Caribbean. 

Wave Ruler had sailed from 
Antigua and set a course to the 
south for counter-drugs opera- 
tions when an call 
was relayed to her by the Coast 
Guard in Puerto Rica. 

A parallel search pattern was 
established based on the last 
known position of the vessel in 
distress, and on the second 
ten-mile leg the fishing 
Paul sighted the tanker and 


submarine retl ns 
from global voyage 


HMS TURBULENT | has 
returned to the UK from a 
deployment which took her to 
the far side of the world. 

The Trafalgar-class attack sub- 
marine left Devonport in January 
for a period of operational sea 
training off the South Coast, 
where her crew honed their skills 
for the journey ahead. 

Warm-water trials in the 
Mediterranean were completed 
before the boat passed through the 
Suez Canal. 

she crossed the Equator in May en 
route to Australia, and before she 
amived in Fremantle Turbulent con 
ducted a 36-hour exercise with the 
Australian Collins-class submarine 
HMAS Dechaineux. 

Turbulent’s visit to Fremantle 
the first by a Bntish submarine since 
1997 marked the geographical 
turning point for the deployment. 

The nuclear-powered boat sailed 
from Australia in June and spent 
almost two weeks crossing a stormy 
Southern Indian Ocean. 

Four days out from South Afnca 


Military ‘car wash’ completed 


A NEW ‘washing machine’ for mili- 
tary vehicles at the Sea Mounting 
Centre at Marchwood, near 
Southampton, will help reduce the 


nmsk of transmission of bio-hazards to 


and from the United Kingdom. 
Work on the wash-down facility 

was completed in seven months at a 

cost of £2.5 million, and was offi- 


cially opened by the Deputy Chief 
Executive of the Warship Support 
Agency, Rear Admiral Jonathon 
Reeve. 

A two-lane facility, one for trucks 
and the other for tracked vehicles, 
will wash transit road dust from the 
vehicles and disinfect them cither 
entering or leaving the UK. 
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attracted her attention. 

A very relieved crew of three, 
who were running out of food, 
water and patience after three 
Ships had ignored them, were 
re ile alate nd 

It proved easier to crane the 
boat on board the Wave Ruler 
and make a fast passage to 
Grenada rather than tow it at 
slow speed, so four hours later 
delivered to a Grenadian Coast 
Guard cutter off St George's 
Harbour before Wave Ruler 
continued her duties. 





® The fishing vessel Paul is hoisted on board RFA Wave Ruler. In 
the picture are (from left, no shirts) Seaman Wayne Prynn, Derek 
McGrath, Allan Carlin, PO Graham Williams (white hat) and 
Seaman Stephen Wilkinson (white shirt) 





@ HMS Turbulent returns to Devonport 


the boat picked up the sounds of 
whales ‘singing’ to cach other — “a 
lovely sound in the very quict 
ocean”, according to one crewman. 
The naval port of Simons Town 
was Turbulent’s next port of call, and 


Devonport 
bags safety 
accolades 


ACCIDENT prevention and road 
safety initiatives have brought 
Devonport two safety awards. 

The Plymouth naval base was 
placed second and awarded a com- 
mendation by the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) 
in the National Defence Sector cate- 
gory of their 2004 awards. 

The RoSPA award recognises 
Devonport’s achievement in consis- 
tently reducing the number of acci- 
dents at the base over the past three 
years, as defined in the Reporting of 
Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous 
Occurrences Regulations 1995. 

Other initiatives which have con- 
Inibuted to Devonport’s success 
include the introduction of a health 
screening programme for civilian 
stalf and a two-day major fire exer- 
cise involving 40 agencies conduct- 
ed at Thanckes Oil Fuel Depot in 
Torpoint. 

Devonport has also won third 
place in the MOD Annual Road 
Safety Competition — the only naval 
base LO WIN & prize. 

Around 4,000 Ministry of 
Defence sites are eligible to take 
part. 

The establishment — the largest 
naval base in Western Europe — has 
an extensive road network, with 
heavy traffic flow throughout the 
working day. 

Initiatives have included the 
opportunity for staff to take a driving 
assessment with the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists to promote safe 
dnving both inside the base and on 
the public highway and Naval 
Base Commander Commodore 
Andrew Mathews led the way by 
signing himself up to take the test. 


during the visit members of her crew 
took part in the construction of hous- 
es for the people of the townships on 
the outskirts of Cape Town. 

The visit also allowed some of the 
crew to support the Welsh rugby 





team against the Springboks. 

On leaving Simons Town 
Turbulent, under the command of 
Cdr Andy Coles, headed north, pick- 
ing up almost a doven fathers and 
sons of crew members in Gibraltar 
for the final leg of the deployment 
@ Sister boat HMS Trenchant has 
rejoined the Fleet after a mayor 
upgrade. 

Trenchant ts the second of four T 
boats to emerge from the £600 mil- 
lon upgrade to her capahility, includ- 
ing an upgraded command system, 
fitting of the world’s most advanced 
sonars and incorporating other 
stealth measures. 

Torbay was the first to be worked 
on, and the third and fourth will be 
Talent and Tnhumph, giving them 
much of the combat power of the 
new Astutc-class boats. 
®@ HMS Tireless has called into 
Gibraltar after several weeks at sea, 

Tireless — which spent a well-pub- 
licised spell alongside the Rock 
when repairs were carned out to her 
propulsion system in 200] — recently 
visited the North Pole in company 
with the USS Hampton. 





Oil smugglers targeted 


ROYAL Navy personnel were 
ores ina aa operation = 
crack down on oil smugglers 
Southern Iraq. 

In conjunction with the Iraqi 
Riverine Patrol Service (IRPS) 
and the Royal Welch Fusiliers, 
the RN Training Team boarded 
more than 30 boats in the port 
of Abu Al Fulus and confiscat- 
ed 20 oil pumps and other 

equipment that could be used 
in illegal activities. 

The joint operation required 
the port, a known gateway for 


criminals involved in smug- 
gling millions of dollars worth 
of oil out of the country, to be 
closed to all traffic. 

Working throughout a week- 
end, soldiers from the Queen's 
Royal Lancers provided men- 
toring and advice to members 
of the Iraqi Customs and 
Border Police on secure port 
management while the forces 
conducted their search. 

The port, on the Iraq-lran 
border, was reopened to river 
traffic on the Monday morning. 
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Cattistock 
returns to 
front-line 
duties 


MINE countermeasures vesse] HMS 
Cattrstock has been formally accept- 
ed back into the Fleet following a 
£2.85 million refit. 

A rededication ceremony al 
Portsmouth Naval Base marked her 
returm to service, with VIPs and 
friends and families of her 42-strong 
ship's company in attendance. 

Among the guests was a party of 
civic dignitaries from the ship's 
affiliated villagze of Cattistock in 
Dorset. 

The Hunt-class vessel was out of 
the front line for seven months dur- 
ing her refit at Rosyth, where work 
camed out included the installation 
of a new fixed firefighting system in 
the funnel and a more environmen- 
tally-fmendly waste disposal system. 

The junior rates’ accommodation 
has been refurbished and other 
equipment overhauled. 

The ship's Commanding Officer, 
Lat Cdr Peter Aylott, said: “This is a 
key milestone in the ship's history. 

“While | am very proud of the 
ship and excited by the future, it is, 
of course, the ship's company that 
make the real contribution in prepar- 
ing and being ready to fight and win. 

“This day features them rather 
than the ship.” 

During the hour-long ceremony a 
guard of 12 ratings from the ship 


was inspected by Rear Admiral 
Roger Lockwood of the Royal 
College of Defence Studies in 
London. 


The service of rededication was 
conducted by the Kev Terry Maze, 
the Navy's principal Church of 
Scotland and Free Churches chap- 
lain, while music was provided by 
the HMS Nelson Volunteer Band. 

Cattistock will now undergo sea 
tnals off the British coast, and in 
December is duc to join the Royal 
Navy's on-call force, ready to 
deploy anywhere at short notice 


training 
DESTROYER HMS Newcastle has 
completed a three-week programme 
of training and exercises in the Black 
Sca. 

The Type 42 warship, due to be 
paid off in by the end of next year, 
took part in a range of exercises, 
including harbour training and plan- 
ning for NATO Exercise Co-opera- 
tive Partner, based in Varna in 
Bulgaria. 

Part of the sea phase, which 
involved around 40 units from vari- 
ous nations, saw Newcastle’s Lynx 
helicopter on a flying exercise. 

The aircraft made five successful 
landings on the flight deck of the 
Ukrainian Krivak-class fngate UP 
Hetman Sagaidachny following a 
reconnaissance mission by the 
British air crew. 





@ Ships of the NATO Mine Countermeasures Force North (MCMFORNORTH) are photographed from 
a bridge as they leave Bergen in Norway. Sandown-class minehunter HMS Penzance (left of lead 
ship) was the British contribution to the group at the time, and she is due to be replaced by HMS 


Shoreham this month 


Picture: Magne Arwen, Rayan! Acrwreguan Muavy 
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INCE her commis- 
sioning ceremony 
in North Shields 

last year, Tyne has 
had an extremely busy 12 
months — and is now head- 
ing for a whole lot more 
acuivily. 

Out of around 220 days at 
sea, her company spent 
around 1/70 days on fishery 
protection patrol, 

During that time, the ship has 
carned out 44] boardings, seven of 
which have led to arrests and 
detentions back into port for 





alleged infringements of 
European Union fishery legisla- 
tion. 


Naturally, it is not all about 
numbers, says her captain, Lt Cdr 
Mike Utley, and Tyne (sixth in her 
linc) has spent a good portion of 
her time in the south west 
approaches in atrocious weather, 
acting as a deterrent. 

Built by Vosper Thorneycroft 
(UK) Lid in Southampton under a 
five-year agrement, the ship ts the 
first of the new River Class 
Offshore Patrol Vessels. ‘Two-man 
tcams conduct boardings of fishing 
vessels, Inspecting net sizes, weight 


[ catches, fish Svcs, ¢ OM pPosure iil 











catches and the vessel's logbook 
and hieence, 

One of the major innovations is 
a working cargo deck which allows 
‘Tyne to be equipped with specific 
facilities for a particular role, such 
as disaster relict, anti-pollution, 
firefighting and rescue work. A 
heavy crane with capacity for 25 
lonnes 1s fitted to handle standard 
containers. 

This working deck is also large 
enough to permit the smaller craft 
such as onl spill recovery tractors, a 
landing craft for transhipment of 
cargo inland by river and a variety 
of wheeled and tracked light vehi- 
cles. 

In addition to her fishery pro- 
tection duties, the ship has 
enjoyed several visits to ports 
around the UK and Eire. 

Most notable have been the 
Grimsby and Newlyn Fish 
Festivals, Dartmouth (as the first 
regatta guardship for four years), 
and Galway. 

Other memorable destinations 
have been Galway, representing 


Navy 


the first visit by a major RN unit 
for 25 years, Antwerp and 
Brixham — as guardship for the 
trawler race. 

Earlier this year, in company 
with her sister ship, HMS Severn, 


Tyne undertook a week of staff 


covered weapon training around 
the south coast of the UK and 
then passage for a long weckend 
to Bayonne in the south west of 
France. 

Training covered all aspects of 
the ship's capabilities and included 
drills and firings of the 20mm can- 
non and general purpose machine 
guns, a8 well as various fire and 
CMcrecncy CxCICciscs 
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HM Naval Base Devonport, Plymouth 
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® Boarder incidents: Tyne has carried out more than 400 boardings while on patrol 


Plymouth Sound, Tyne had the 
honour of acting as the official 
slart ship for the 2014 
Transatlantic yacht race 

Guests aboard included round- 
the-world yachtswoman Ellen 
MacArthur and tennis player 
Anna Kournakova (who fired the 
flare), as well as Flag Officer Sea 
Training Rear Admiral Roger 
Ainsley. 

Another milestone in the River 
Class will be reached in October 
when Tyne undertakes operational 
sca lraming first class to go 
through for the first time after a 
busy operational 18-month period 

Once Tyne has survived her test 


7 
ing times, she will be circling the 


The Royal Navy’s biggest public event of the year 


coasts of the country on her patrol 
duties for the next few months, 
before a well-carned pre- 
Christmas jaunt to Dunkirk. 

The current Tyne is the sixth 
Naval vessel to bear the name, 
which first appeared in 1814 on a 
28-gun 6th rate that served for 11 
years. The second Tyne of 1826 
was Of similar size, but won the 
name s first battle honour in 1854 
for service in the Baltic campaign 
of the Cnmean War. 

The name next appeared on an 
I845 frigaitc. HMS Active, 
renamed in [867 to serve as a 
training ship. Tyne also took ove 
the identity of the 
S78, a merchant ship purchased 


Miariols in 
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Facts and 
ite} the-5 


Class: River Class 
Fishery Protection Vessel 
Displacement: 1,677 
tonnes 

Length: 79.5 metres 
Breadth: 13.6 metres 
Depth: 3.8 metres 
Complement: 30 (plus 
Royal Marine boarding 
party) 

Speed: 16.5 kts 

Range: 7,800nm at 12kts 
Armament: 1X20mm 
British Manufacturing and 
Research Company 
(BMARC) KAA Gun; 
2XGeneral Purpose 
Machine Gun (GMPG) 
sensors: X and S Band 
ARPA Radars ECDIS, 
Data DGPS Loran C, 
Gyro and Magnetic 
Compasses, Log and 
Echo Sounder, Wind 
Speed and Direction Data 
Recording Rigid Inflatable 
Boat (RIB) Tracking 
System GMDSS Area A3 
Military communications 
Ship’s Boats: 2XHalmatic 
Jet Pacific 22 Rigid 
Inflatable Boats 





for use as a troopship and store 
carricr. 

The penultimate HMS Tyne of 
i940) was a destroyer depot ship. 
She spent the majority of World 
War II as the flagship of Rear 
Admiral (Destroyers), Home 
Fleet. After a long career she was 
placed on the disposal list in 1964, 
and eventually sold for scrap in 
Iv/72 
M@ Heroes of the Royal Navy 
has been held over until next 
month. 


Aircraft, ships and Royal Marine Commandos in daily display 


D-Day sixtieth anniversary commemoration 
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Information line: (01752) 553941 


www.royalnavy.mod.uk 
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No panic 
on board 
HAVING just returned from a 
visit to HMS Invincible in New 


York Harbour, I would like to 
thank the commanding officer and 


all his crew for hosting members of 


the public today. 

As an aviation enthusiast I was 
only interested in looking at the 
aircraft on board, however every 
member of the crew I came into 
contact with was polite and 
COUTTCOUS., 

Unfortunately living in the USA 
in Current times, there is so much 
paranoia that my hobby ts 
becoming more difficult, so | 
wanted to record my appreciation 
to everyone on board the 
Invincible for making the visit such 
a pleasure. — M. rd, New 
Jersey, USA 


Best suede 
shoes 


I LEFT the Royal Navy in 1978 
after 22 years in the Fleet Air 
Arm. 

At the time | was serving with 
899 Squadron in HMS Eagle and 
we disembarked to Yeovilton. 

Being the senior squadron we 
were inspected first on Divisions 
and IT am not sure whether the 
Chief standing next to me’s shoes 
were non-Service or whether they 
were less than brightly polished, 
but the conversation went as 
follows: 

Inspecting officer: “Are they 
your best shoes, Chicf?” 

Chief: “No sir.” 

ee officer: “Why not, 
Chief?” 

Chief: “Because my best shoes 
are suede, sir.” 

There was a very muffled 
chuckle and I am not sure what 
happened to the chief, whether he 
was reprimanded or not for being 
flippant. - D. Webber, Gosport, 
Hants 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent’s name 
and address, not nec- 


essarily for publication. 
email correspondents are 
also requested to provide 
this information. 


No. 601 5Sist year 





Navy Lark helt 






up by merry’ 
roubridgers 








| WAS aboard HMS Troubridge in the spring of 1959 when, as Portsmouth Naval Base 
duty visit ship, we hosted the BBC team who came to look into the possibilities of a naval 


sitcom. 


That day Troubridge became 
Troutbridge and a smash hit 
was born. By the time we 
returned from the West Indies 
in June 1960 The Navy Lark had 
become radio’s top comedy 
show. 

The ‘Troubridge’s ‘ship's 
character’ was a very senior able 
scaman, Ned Sparkes, who ran the 
laundry and was always very 


obligi 

Tapa you necded a pair of 
shorts dhobied and ironed at the 
rush, you just asked Ned and he 
would always say “cer-tain-leece” 
in a long drawn out way. This 
became the lower deck catch 
phrase whenever a favour was 


asked. 
On our return to the UK the 
BBC invited the crew to a 


recording and after-show party at 
their Paris Theatre studio i 

London. Suffice to say it was a 
difficult evening for producer and 
cast playing to a bunch of, shall we 
say, “merry” matelots and the half- 
hour show took twice the normal 
time to record. 

Eventually it was all but put to 
bed except for the closing credits 
which the announcer continually 
failed to complete because of the 
noisy audicnce, 

Finally the producer came on 
stage and said “Lads, give us a 
break. We've just got this last bit to 
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do and then we can wrap up and 
gct on with the party. Will you give 
us a bit of hush?” 

In unison, the whole lot of us 
stood up and yelled “Cer-tain- 


lece!” — M. Jeffs, Plymouth 


Caught 
running 


I GLANCED at the picture of the 
old Albion on the front page of the 
June edition and said to my wife 
“Look — there [ am, marines 
dashing across the deck.” 

Then I read the text, “41 Cdo 
RM 1965" — and realised it could 
well have been me. 

Biafra was our destination, 
cruising along the coast there for 
some time, very hot and sticky. - 
H. Fenwick, Stockport. 


Nice one, 
Billy 


I WENT to France for the 60th 
anniversary Of D-Day and visited 
our own destroyer memorial at 
Hermanville. 

I would like to take the 
opportunity to thank Billy Swift 
for his part in the organisation of 







the long passage to 


overseas deplo 


Weymouth 


THE PHOTOGRAPH of HMS Andrew in your On the Beach 
film feature (June issue) shows her having just cast off from 
the depot ship HMS Forth at Singapore in| 


the memorial service. 

How he managed to get the 
Naval padre and the Royal 
Marines Band to be there I do not 
know, but it made a memorable 
occasion all the more memorable. 

Thank you very much, Billy, for 
all your gts Saha at the 70th. 

R. Staple- 
ford, Notting gham 


Grotty 
Gannet 


I RECENTLY visited the SAR 
Flight at HMS Gannet and was 
shocked by the state of the 
planeguard, a Fairey Gannet. 

I served at HMS Gannet with 
819 Squadron in the 1980s and was 
there when the aircraft flew in on 
its last flight. 

The aircraft was always highly 
polished and kept clean. 

It is now getting very shoddy, 
covered in bird droppings and dirt, 
and parts are now open to all 
weather, including the cockpit. 

It is sad that defence and 
manpower culs have allowed this 
symbol of naval aviation to 

eteriorate to this condition. 


I would suggest that the Fleet 
Ai Arm uscum recover it 
before it is too late. — lL. Winter 


(address supplied) 


ovember 1968 for 


Her appearance in the film poster is correct for 1959 — 
gun, small sonar dome and snort mast lying portside the 
short fin. She still holds the submarine record fo 
ass tions Kiepel Srapre hats a poten ares 

at Hong ong a ngapore during ensu 
that her appearance and efactivatiaes were updated in he 
same manner as her sisters’ at home. 

| enclose an earlier view of her showing off her heated, ring 
float snort mast to FOSM sometime around 1949-50. She and 
Taciturn were the first boats to receive this. — 


r the lo 


R. S. L. Pry, 


www.navynews.co.uk 


Smart cadet? 
Sure — that’s 
my boy! 


»erfectly turned out Royal Marine Cadet at Britannia Royal 
Naval College Passing Out ceremony, Easter 2004 (June issuc). 





Of course I am slightly biased, 
as the RM Cadet in question ts my 
li-year-old son Lewis, who was 
attending my Own passing out 
ceremony as | was commissioned 


into the Royal Navy, Queen 
Alexandra Royal Naval Nursing 
SCrvice. 

My family and I were very 
impressed by Lewis’ carnest and 
perfect efforts at saluting the 
Queen's Colour on the march past. 
He demonstrated utmost respect 
and obviously recognises the 
importance of what he has learned 
during his past two years with the 
Royal Marines Volunteer Cadet 
Corps, Portsmouth, for which 
credit must be given to the 
hardworking volunteer instructors, 

Lewis ts currently a member of 
the RMVCC Band playing 


glockenspicl. I include a picture of 
him in all his regalia for Mr and 
Mrs Proudman and other readers 


to further enjoy. — Lt Janette 
Cooper, Roval Hospital Haslar 


Showing 
off Sultan 


DURING a_ recent visit to 
Portsmouth we went to Guowharf 
Quays where a group of young 
men and women were publicising 
the summer show at HMS Sultan, 
their base. 

They were doing an admirable 
job in both their advertising and 
public relations. 

It was a pleasure to talk with 
these young people who showed 
commitment to their chosen 
training, intelligent discussion and 
fun when dealing with the 
children’s water activities, A credit 
to the Royal Navy. 

As an ex-serving member of the 
RN | would like to congratulate 
these young people and wish them 
well. — M. Hutchins, Lancing, 
West Sussex. 


Berry Head 
recalled 


THE DISPLAY of cap tallies by 
Cadet Richard Fearis of TS 
“Zephyr included one from my old 
ship HMS Berry Head. 

served aboard her from 1946- 
48 while she was in the Reserve 
Fleet at Sheerness. It brought back 
a number of memorics. 

At that time | was a Leading 
Stores Assistant and so wore a 
different ng and do not of course 
have a tally. 

I still have my gold hook - 
rather tarnished now, I fear. Good 
luck to the Sea Cadets in their 
endeavours. — M. J. Parsons, 


Croydon 
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THE JUNE issue carried the sad 
story of the evacuation by HMS 
Glasgow of King Haakon VII and the 
Royal Family of Norway from Molde 
in June 1940 which must have been 
a terrifying experience for all con- 
cerned. 

In June 1945 | was a 19-year-old 
Airman stationed in Oslo and was priv- 
ileged to witness the return of the King, 
Crown Princess and other members of 
the Royal Family as they stepped ashore 

| on Norwegian soil following their 

: enforced exile in the UK. 

| | was with a member of the Royal 
Norwegian Air Force on board a ship of 
the Royal Norwegian Navy just a few 





Mystery 


Vernon at 


feet away from the quayside where the 
historic event took place. 

As you can imagine, the city was full 
of excited expectation, the crowds 
ecstatic in their welcome. 

The Crown Prince, members of the 
Government and leaders of the 
Resistance all welcomed their King 
home. Each speech of welcome was 
met by deafening cheers by the gath- 
ered crowd. A motorcade followed 
through the streets bedecked with the 
Norwegian flag and photographs of the 
Royal Family, back to the same palace 
the King had fled from five years earlier. 
— L. B. Marter, Taunton 
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Showing 
the flag 


WE WERE so encouraged by M. 
Farrow'’s letter (June  issuc) 
regarding the White Ensign. 

at Anne's Church, Limehouse 
has worn the White Ensign with 
treat pride since 1731, long 
»clore the Royal Navy was grant- 
ed exclusive use in 1865. 

A let in the Act of Parliament 
allowed St Anne’s to continue to 
wear the Ensign and we are men- 
tioned in Queen's Regulations. 

In former days we were a 
Irinity House sea mark for ship- 
ping on the River Thames. 

The White Ensign ts worn 200M 
above the ground and can be seen 
for many miles. 

In the 19th century Admiral 
Nelson's wife owned a house 
adjacent to the church and was 
known to have regularly wor- 
shipped there. 

As the present Rector | am also 
an ex “Tiffy’ — 1962 entry at HMS 
Fisgard — and as well as being a 
member of _ the Fisgard 
Association am privileged to be 
an associate member of the 
Chatham Naval Officers 
Association, 

My daughter ts due to pass out 
of BRNC Dartmouth this August. 

We purchase our White 
Ensigns, 12ft X 6ft, from Piggots 
the flag makers but they are 
expensive for an East End church. 
[ am always open to any legal and 
Positive suggestions as to sourcing 
them. - Rev G. Warren, 
Limehouse Rectory. 


Letters to the Editor should 





are be accompanied by AL mil 
the correspondent's name 
and address, not necessari- | pricing on new 


ly for publictaion. email cor- | 
respondents are also | 
requested to provide this 
information. 
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vehicles 
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MILITARY SALES =o! 


FREE 

Mail Order | 
catalogue 

on request, | 
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at Moss 


HAVING won the 
Picture twice, |! , a 


a ar of my own. 

The picture, taken on 
May 22, 1945, shows 
HMS Loch Scavaig visit- 
ing the town of Moss, sit- 
uated on the east side of 
the Oslo Fiord about 38 
miles south of Oslo. 


Spe Sie eee) 
out there who sai in 


her and — in particular — 
sailed in her on the said 
date? 


And why did HMS 
Loch Scavaig visit 
Moss? To show the : 
maybe — which would 
have been more than a 
‘via reason for visiting 

oss or any other 
Norwegian port in the 
spring and summer of 
1945. — A. Johannessen, 
As, Norway 






















Portobello 


MAY Ladd a footnote to your 
item in the 50th anniversary sou- 
venir regarding Admiral Vernon, 
who was responsible for having 
neat rum watered down to 
‘grog? 

My late father dug up a medal- 
lion in his Buckinghamshire gar- 
den about 80 years ago, which 
was struck in honour of Vernon's 
victory at Portobello, Panama in 
1739, 

The obverse has a three-quar- 
ter length portrait of the Admiral 
and the inscription “The British 
glory reviv'd by Admiral Vernon” 
while the reverse carries the leg- 
end “He took Portobello with six 
ships only” and the date 
November 22, 1739. There is a 
stylised representation of the 
heavily fortified harbour at the 
top and the six British warships 
below. — J. Berreciloth, Dundee. 


The ships in Edward Vernon's squadron were Burford, Hampton 
Court, Norwich, Princess Louisa, Strafford and Worcester — Ed 
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We also have SHOPS at 
12 UK locations, including: | 
— - PORTSMOUTH 






Tel: 0870 905 5090 www.nauticalia.com (jn the historic dockyard) 
Nauticalia Ltd, The Ferry Point, Ferry Lane, —- PLYMOUTH (in the 
Shepperton-on- Thames, TW17 9LQ, England. Barbican glassworks) 
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® Midlands youngsters enjoying the Solent 





Landlubbers all at sea 


A WEEKEND at sea in Portsmouth was arranged for 16 
people from the landlocked Midlands, giving them a 


UNG 
ance 


to experience life at a no eens sea. 


Among the highlights for the youngst 
around the Solent in the tall ship 


ers was a Sailing jaunt 
Royalist, where they 


climbed the mast, steered the ship, and raised and lowered 


the sails. 


Organiser POPT Q Shillingford said: “The weekend was a 
great success. Some of the children had never been out of 


the Midlands.” 


He added his thanks to WO Parr of the Career Acquaint 
Cadet Training Office (CACTO), and all the staff who had 
helped make the weekend memorable for the children of 


Tamworth, 


The Royal Navy 
& Royal Marines 
Children’s Fund 


Fa 


Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 


Erguerend Chain Ne /OTSO!'% 


HISTORY 


Children of the Royal Naval Services have 
been supported for over one hundred years 


by the chantable funds, originally as 
orphanages bul now in ways appropnaic 
to present day needs, such as echools, 

| homes, special needs establishments, 

| holidays and in their own homes in times 
of family crisis 
AIM 

| The Royal Navy & Royal 

| Marines Children’s Fund 
Formed from The RN & RM Children’s 

| Trust and The RN & RM Children’s 


Homme ts the premier charity for 

providing chantable help to children of 
serving and ¢x-serving personnel of the 
Royal Navy, Royal Marines, ‘The Queen 
Alexanda Royal Naval Nursing Service, 


the former Women’s Royal Naval Service 


and the reeerves of these forces. 


HOW HELP IS ORGANISED 
Consideration of every circumstance is 
given swift and sympathetic attention by 
people who understand the difficulties of 
service and seafaring life. 

Applicatpons can be made al any time. 
Those seeking assistance can contact the 
office direct for an application form. 


The Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children’s Fund 
311 Twyford Avenue, Stamshaw, Portsmouth PO2 8PE 


Applicaton and referrals uhowkd be made to 
Mire, M.A. Bateman of Mire. L. Senoth at the acdhdipces above of by phone Tel: O73 9201 O544 































Compact Disc £12.00 (UK), £15.00 (overseas) incl p & p 
Make cheques payable to Eastney Collection 
Eastney Collection, 60 Mayford Road, London SW12 8SN 
tel: 020 8673 6157; fax: 020 8772 9545; Email: eastneycol@aol.com 


(most major cards accepted) 


A donation from each recording sold will go to the Deal Memorial Bandstand Trust Registered Chanty No. 1045095 


Music from the Ceremonies 
of Beating Retreat and 


27 historic recordings, the best of the 
Royal Marines. Included are Sunset, 
Crimond, Jerusalem, Land of Hope and 
Glory, Crown Imperial, Heart of Oak, A 
Life on the Ocean Wave, By Land and 
Sea, Rule Britannia, Emblazoned Drums, 
Mechanised Infantry, Sambre et Meuse, 
The Captain General, Viscount Nelson, 
Nightfall in Camp and many more. 
This CD brings together the majesty and 
excellence of the Band of HM Royal 
@ Marines School of Music under the baton 

of their distinguished first Principal 
Director of Music, Lieutenant Colonel 





@® CPO ‘Billy the’ Kidd takes his turn on the rowing machine while HMS Cornwall conducts a 
Replenishment at Sea with RFA Fort George 








TWO of the ships taking 
part in this year’s Aurora 
deployment turned their 
transatlantic mission 
into charity gold, putting 
their hearts into cash 
collection. 

In Type 22 frigate HMS 
Cornwall, sailors on board set 
themselves the tough target of 
racing the ship across the 
Atlantic and back by means of 
a rowing machine. 

Midway through the challenge, 
organiser CPO Dave Chisholm 
said: “The rowers are right on line 
and will almost certainly finish 
successfully to raise around £2,000 
for the Cornish Heart Foundation 
Unit.” 

The team of 30 keen rowers 
from the Type 22 2 frigate will have 
covered 12,000km in their ambi- 
tious plans to take on their own 
ga turbine-powered engines. 

feanwhile on amphibious 
landing ship HMS Albion, a team 
of ten whiled away part of their 
long-distance crossing by hefting 


| over one million kilogrammes in 


just 24 hours using 20kg bars. 

The net result of their strong- 
man efforts has been over £3,000 
in sponsorship, all going to the 


Tattoo 






Sir Vivian Dunn. 


heroes the Pond 
on a siow row 


Dame Hannah Rogers School in 
Ivybridge and the Claire House 
Hospice in the warship’s affiliated 
city of Chester. 

Despite drained energy levels, 
CPO Dave Cavill, one of the key 
people behind the event, said: “All 
members of the team worked 
extremely hard during the 24-hour 
‘Liftathon’. 

“Physically and mentally it was 
draining, but we had a good team 
who encouraged cach other 
through the diffic sult periods. 

“We all knew it was going to be 
hard work, but when your efforts 
are in aid of good causes then the 
end result is well worth it. | know 
we wouldn't have achieved our tar- 
ect of one million kilogrammes 
without the full support of the 
ship's company. 

Bat the amphibious ship's com- 
pany are not planning on resting 
on their laurels after all this back- 
breaking work, and have plans in 
hand for further cash-raising 
efforts to top up the money in the 
fundraising pot. 

Both Albion and Cornwall have 
been part of the large maritime 
Task Group involved in the 
amphibious exercise Rapid 
Alliance off the coast of the 
United States. 

Almost 6,000 British Service 
men and women took part in the 
exercise, along with forces from 
the US, Canada, the Netherlands, 
France and Germany. 


Bulwark puts 
the boot in 


ASSAULT SHIP HMS Bulwark’s 
crew pul the boot in to local 
Barrow charities before setting off 
for her new southern home in 
Plymouth, 

Their football team raised £150 
for the Barrow Community Gym 
that provides exercise therapy for 
sa fs with mental health issues. 

Although the team netted a 
good performance for their charity 
coffers, it seems the performance 
on the pitch was not up to scratch 
— but dieses losing 3—0 all stayed 
in good heart. 

Mthers of the ship's company 
found an exhiliarating 40-mile trek 
in the Chiswick to Sancw spon- 
sored walk the ideal way to gather 
over £500 for the ship's ‘charities. 

The team were joined by four 
medical staff from the ship's 
acopesd hospital in Bishop 
Auckland who were considered 
most useful in treating the many 


blisters won along the way. 








@ PO ‘Donohue and PO 


Paddy 
Billy Connor 


Paddy and 
Billy 90 on 
the run 


TWO Scottish- base d 









Sallors 


running the E sdinburgh § Marea fio! 

This was the second time that 
PO(D) Paddy Donohue of HMS 
Pembroke and PO(MW) Billy 
Connor of HMS Neptune had 
tackled the long-distance run for 
their respective charities, the 
Meningitis Research Foundation 
and Down's Syndrome Scotland. 

Each man netted over £1,000) 
for their good causes, with £700 
coming from the good will and 
kind hearts of HMS Pembroke's 
ship's company alone. 

[his year’s run saw the two 
improve their individual times by 
twenty minutes, 
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News in brief 


@ ARK ROYAL'S big-hearted 7 
Romeo Mess have raised over 
£1,000 for the Newborn 
Intensive Care Unit at St 
Mary's Hospital in Portsmouth. 

Mess members chose the 
unit as their charity back in the 
early 1990s when one of their 
number came into close con- 
tact with the unit, but this bond 
has been kept alive due to new 
members’ past and present 
links with the St Mary's mater- 
nity wards. 

Money was raised during the 
carrier's return from the Gulf 
Conflict last year with a camel 
racing night as a particular 
highlight in the fundraising cal- 
endar. 


B AFTER one of their workmates 
was laid low with a stroke, the 
Frigates IPT (Integrated Project 
Team) in MOD Abbeywood set 
out to show in real terms their 
appreciation for the care and 





rehabilitation provided by 
Southmead Hospital. 

WO2 ‘Smudge’ Smith, CPO 
‘Arta’ Seaton, WO] Colin Ling 


and CPO Ady Gardener paid a 
call on the care unit to present a 
cheque for £500 to help the unit. 


@ <A TEAM from class 
LOM(MW) 26 at HMS 
Collingwood set out brush in 
hand to transform a local 
church. In a short space of 
time scaffolding was set up 
and the Collingwood do- 
gooders set to with a will re- 
painting the church window 
panes. The parish chairwoman 
declared herself delighted with 
the work especially since most 
of the congregation were 
unable to climb scaffolding 
and finances were short for 
outside work. 
B THE SENIOR rates mess on 
Type 42 HMS Manchester spent 
their Canbbean deployment at the 
end of last year running horse 
races — but all for good causes. 
The Rowans Hospice in 
Portsmouth has seen their coffers 
swelled by £500 due to the destroy- 
er’s fundrarsing efforts. 


@ INSTRUCTORS from Drake 
Division at HMS Raleigh have 
handed over £200 to the 
Friends of Torpoint Infants 
School. 

Lt Tony Case said: “It is 
extremely important to support 
the local community and we 

are very proud of our close 
links with the teachers and 

pupils of the school. 

“The money will help pur- 
chase a new climbing adven- 
ture frame for all the young- 
sters, including children with 
sensory disabil 
BIN A NEW first for the Gannet 
Search and Rescue (SAR) Flight 
in Scotland, the unit has been 
invited to take part in the Kuclder 
Challenge, the largest corporate 
event in Europe. 

In what is described as the 
Krypton Factor meets Crystal 
Maze, the Forces team will 20 
head to head with 127 other teams 
from the corporate world. 

The Search and Rescue team 
are tackling the physical and men- 
tal hardships for the sake of the 
Malcolm Sargent Hospice, a char- 
ity that supports children’s cancer 
care in the community. To offer 
your support, contact the team at 
pwacmns@a.dii.mod.uk. 














@ The Devonport Field Gun Gan showed /ocal schoolchildren 
from Keyham Barton Primary School the art of fieldgun-racing 
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Belgium's chock full of warships 


DEVONPORT- based Type 23 frigate ‘HMS Montrose joined vessels 
from nine other European fleets in the Belgian port of Zeebrugge for the 





country’s annual Navy Days event. 


The three-day visit to the Channel port rounded off a busy period for 
the Duke-class ship, which has recently completed cxtcnsive training off 


Plymouth. 


“We've worked exptremely hard since Easter during a challenging 
period of Operational Sea Training,” said Montrose’s CO Cdr Andrew 
Webb. “We are delighted to have been given the opportunity to show off 


the ship and enjoy a Visit Lo /eebrugec. " 


Montrose will be on show at the month’s end at Navy Days in Ply- 
mouth (see page /¥) when she will be pounding Devonport (mercifully 
not for real) as part of a naval gunfire support demonstration, one of the 
highlights of the two-hour amphibious assault which will be staged each 


afternoon of the show. 











SATLORS in minchunter HMS Atherstone 
led an emotional tnibute to fishermen lost at 
Sci. 

In the entrance to the Humber, crew, led 
by CO Li Cdr Richard Pethybridge, cast 
wreaths adrift in a poignant ceremony car- 
ned out on behalf of the local fishing com- 
munity (pictured ment). 

The service was the latest part of a public 
relations push by the ship — affectionately 
known as the Crazy A- to highlight the work 
of the Fishery Protection Squadron. 

The ship opened her doors to the public 
in Lowestoft at its annual festival in support 


airol boats in the west 


For those in peril on the seas. 


of the Fisherman's Mission, when more than 
SAM) people came onboard. 
One week later she was alongside in 
»port their annual festival, re- 
1500 visitors, 
The ship is the only Hunt-class mine- 
sweeper deployed on fishenes duties and has 


Grimsby to su 
ceiving arounc 





THE largest gathering of student training 
boats in a decade took place in rather stormy 
seas in Portsmouth during the summer 
exercise period. 

Technical difficulties meant four of the 14 
Archer-class vessels originally lined up for 
the gathering had to postpone their entry into 
HM Naval Base. 

But 10 of the vessels used by the University 
Royal Naval Units (URNU) still made an 
impressive sight as they sailed past Round 
Tower in formation. 

Many of the class are based close to them 
affiliated unrversity units, but gathered in 
Portsmouth part-way through their annual 
CXCICISC, 

Each vessel ts crewed by five Naval person- 
nel, aided by up to 12 students. The universi- 
ties’ summer break ts used to take the civvy 
sailors to sca on exercises around the UK, in 
some cases stretching across the Channel. 

“The sight of the vessels coming into Port- 
smouth together was quite something,” said 
Lt Trish Kohn, ( ‘ommanding Officer of HMS 
Tracker, affiliated to Oxford's universities. 

“We are the largest squadron in the Royal 
Navy and as this has been such a rare event, 
it's been a big day in the squadron’s history.” 

Beyond nautical activities, the boats’ crews 
and students took part in a sports day before 
heading back to sca. 


® Roughers: Not the mid-Atlantic, but the 
entrance to Portsmouth Harbour in mid- 
July... Four Archer-class patrol boats, led 
by HMS Tracker (foreground) and HMS 
Blazer, brave the grim weather 

Picture: PO(Phot) Gary Dawes 





SS yig © 


collected the Soberton Trophy — awarded to ! ™ 


the vessel making the most outstanding con- 
tributions to the squadron in support of the 
Department for Environment Food and Ru- 
ral Affairs (DEFRA). 

Crew conduct more than 50 boardings of 
fishing vessels per patrol. 
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Guildhall Square. Her abseil 
down the side of the building 
raised £137 for the blind. 


Assault squadron 
marks birthday 


GREEN berets past and present 
gathered in Plymouth to mark the 
{ith anniversary of the forming 
of 539 Assault Squadron Royal 
Marines 

Phe 104-strong amphibious unit 
provides hovercraft, landing craft 
and Kagid Raiders for 3 Comman- 
do Brigade and was formed based 
on lessons in the Falklands. 

[ts first CO, Lt Col Ewen South- 
by-lailyour, was guest speaker at 
the event in Plymouth. 
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® Kiss my Klass: Musician Myleene is welcomed aboard HMS 
Glasgow by OM Jamie Rushton (I) and STD Ben Goss 





FORMER Hearsay star turned classical musician 


yleene adds a 
touch of Klass 





Klass 


Myleene 
dropped in on HMS Glasgow as the Second Sea Lord thanked 


her for her support for the RN. 


Admiral Sir James Burnell-Nugent invited Myleene, who rose 
to fame on the TV show Popstars, aboard the Type 42 destroyer 
for lunch to meet crew in gratitude of a concert she performed 
for Royal Marines on exercise in Norway earlier this year. 

The musician's dad Oskar - who joined her aboard Glasgow 


— was a diver in the RN, serving across the 


globe including Sin- 


gapore and Hong Kong with HMS Kent, Victorious and Ark Royal 


among others. 


“When | was asked to support our boys, | jumped at the 
chance. Dad was in the Navy | would like to think that someone 
would have done the same for him,” she said. 

Besides touring Glasgow, Myleene tinkled the ivories on Ad- 
miral Burnell-Nugent's piano at his official residence, Admiralty 


House. 





@ ‘LET'S hope none of our mates see us in this pose...’ Best 
friends (I-r) PO(MEM) Gary ‘Brum’ Jeavons, PO(MEM) Richard 
‘Taff’ Hicks and PO(MEA) Darren ‘Smudge’ Smith pose coyly for 
the camera as Taff and his wife Claire celebrate 10 years of wed- 
ded bliss. The trio - Brum of SFM Devonport, Taff of HMS Albion 
and Smudge of HMS Montrose - headed with their respective 
partners, Sharon, Claire and Emma, to Milford Haven as the 
Hicks were blessed. We won't say who sent the picture in, but the 
donor assures us it will come as a shock to the three petty offic- 
ers: “The lads thought no-one was watching, but we managed to 
catch them on camera. They'll probably kill me if they see this in 
Navy News, but it was too good an opportunity to miss.” We're 
sure none of their mates would pass this page around the messes 


to take the mickey... 





Gloria in excelsis 
AFTER just two years in the Royal 
Naval Reserve, Leading Nurse 
Gloria Ademokun (pictured above) 
has picked up two awards for her 
dedication to the service. 

Phe leading hand, serving with 
Northwood's RNR unit HMS 
Wildfire. was selected as the 
formation's best sailor of the past 
12 months. 

She has also been rewarded 
with the Herbert Lott Naval 
Trust Award for her exceptional 
dedication and professionalism 

including her intervention with 
colleagues which ensured the 
death toll when a mob attacked 
British forces in the town of Majar 
al-Kabir in [rag did not rise, by 
saving the lives of wounded British 
pcronnel. 
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® ‘Hmm, maybe it wasn't a good idea to try the nutty dances? 
Shoreham's OM Hopkinson struggles on the aerial walkway (above) but 


not as much as Diver Fenwick (right) 


SAILORS took to the skies 
as the crew of HMS Shore- 
ham ditched their ship for a 
week of adventurous train- 
Me. 

The highlight of a week of team- 
building activities away from the 
sandown-class mine counter-mecas- 
ures vessel and her home of Port- 
smouth was the impressive acrial 
assault course at the Moors Valley 
Country Park in the New Forest. 

For more than two hours crew 
Struggicd over acral walkways, 
slithered down acrial runways and 
overcame various Obstacles in the 
sky as they tried to avoid swamps, 


mud and compost heaps (not al- 
wavs successfully ) 
The walk in the clouds was the 


most strenuous part of the adven 
week aimed al enhancing 
Shorcham crew's ‘harmony time . 

The activities began, says organ- 
iser and Executive Officer Lt Chris 
Bowen, with “20 camouflaged lu- 
natics running aimlessly through a 
wood trying to shoot each other” 
=- more commonly known as paint- 
balling. 

Each crew member was given 
500 rounds to discharge — which 
they did with aplomb although they 
were warned not to gang up on any: 
one and inflict a pasting. 


LUPO 


We are all feeling 
somewhat green... 


EFFORTS to save money - and 
with it the environment — in the 
Portsmouth area have been re- 
warded by local businesses. 

The team overseeing the 
Royal Navy's environmental 
and conservation work beat off 
competition from 45 other ma- 
jor organisations and business- 
es in the Hampshire and the 
Isle of Wight to take a regional 
award for the Senior Service's 
‘green’ policies. 

Organisers of the awards 
said the RN had surpassed its 
own and government targets in 
the environmental field. 

Among the RN's achieve- 
ments are reducing energy 
consumption - and carbon di- 
oxide emissions -— by one quar- 
ter in the past nine years, using 
sunlight to light buildings more 
effectively by day, conserv- 
ing rainwater, using solar en- 





ergy and other initiatives led by 
Head of Environmental Policy 
Phil Wheaton. 

“/t's a tribute to the Fleet as a 
whole and every RN establish- 
ment's valuable contribution 
towards complying with envi- 
ronmental policy,” he said. “My 
message is: keep up the good 
work — further more challeng- 
ing targets are on the way.” 

The Navy looks after numer- 
ous sites of environmental and 
scientific importance, home to 
rare birds, bats, flora and fauna, 
such as Horsea Island in Port- 
smouth which beyond being 
one of the homes of RN diving 
is also home to rare pyramidal 
and lesser spotted orchids. 

Besides a plaque for the 
award, the Navy received a 
cheque for £500 which goes 
to the King George V Fund for 
Sailors. 
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® Peak practice: Newcastle's crew pose for the camera having 
scaled one of the lesser summits in the Italian Alps 


After two days of cxertion, 
Shoreham’s CO Lt Cdr Mark Hon- 
noraty decided a gentler activity 
was needed to complete the bond- 
ing. 

La Cdr Honnoraty set a treas- 
ure hunt around the South Downs, 
waking his crew at the crack of 
dawn to stroll around the rolling 
countryside — with the ‘treasure’ 
suitably hidden in a public house. 

While Shoreham was cnjoving 
the delights of southern England, 
crew of the Geordie Gunboat head- 
ed straight for the hills when the 
vencrable Type 42 destroyer spent 





three wecks in La Spezia during a 
break in anti-terror operations, 

Well, more the Alps than the 
hills. 

‘Two groups from HMS Newcas- 
tle decided adventure was for them 

one made a bee-line tor Cortina, 
the second for the Cinque Terre 
reno. 

Twelve sailors Iced by LPT] Baz 
Sloan and CPO Gabby Haves found 
themselves in Cinque Terre for Ex- 
pedition Italian Job —we've no idea 
where they got the tithe from — for 
three davs of climbing, hiking and 
rambling around the Rocca Degli 
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Storti, Monte Fraschi, Monte Ver- 
rugoli and Monte Galera. 

After more than two days almost 
constintly on foot (apart from 
breaks for sleep, food and the local 
vino) the expedition with a paddle 
in the sca... in canoes. 

“Everyone was gctting the hang 
of it apart from OM John Yeates 
who found himself in the sea more 
than in his canoe,” said Baz. “It 
was a greal end lo a great exped- 
tion and we're all looking forward 
to our next chance for adventure 
training.” 

In the Dolomites, cven more 
strenuous activity was afoot as 
nine members of Newcastle's crew 
learned the art of the “via ferrata’ 

the art of using ladders and steel 
wire to clamber accund the moun 

tains, as developed by Italian sol 
di ers in the Alps during WW I. 

Bad weather prevented the first 
attempt to scale a 7,000ft mountain 
towering over Cortina on the first 
day of the expedition — cunningly 
titled Alpine Geordie — so the sail- 
ors cycled around the region, The 
weather cleared on day two to al- 
low the sailors to tackle the peak. 

“The ascent was challenging and 
at times extremely nerve-wracking, 
but we were rewarded with some 
breathtaking views of the Alpine 
landscape,” said Lt Andy Levers. 

“The descent was a lot quicker as 
it consisted of shding down a stecp 
snow gulley and then running down 
the seree slope to the valley floor. 

“For many of the team the weck- 
end was one of the most exciting 
and enjoyable expenences of our 
lives.” 


@ ‘This really is the silliest picture 
I've had to pose for...’ Jack the Cat 
looks non-pussed (sorry) by the 
award of his Good Conduct Badge 
from Devonport Captain of the 
Base Capt David Larmour. Jack was 
rewarded for four years’ service 
== when he took over from Crusher 

| the Cat- 
fondly remembered — in keeping the 
vermin at bay in the Camels Head 
area. Jack's Divisional Officer, MAA 
Jan Wills, recommended his feline 
friend for an award. “Jack's proved 
himself to be a very active member 
of the rat-catching fraternity, purr- 
forming his duties with furvour,” 
said Jai. 
the unit and never one to pussy- 
foot around, although he prefurs 
=~ a catnap by day to conserve his 

| energy. The Duty Watch staff don't 
always appreciate Jack's late-night 
gifts of dead rats and mice and the 
occasional pigeon by day. Despite 
this failing, Jack purrvides excellent 
service.” Right, that’s enough 
excruciating puns for one story — Fad, 


or ‘Top Cat’ as he’s 


“He's clawed his way into 
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FOR young sailors Martin 
Fortune and Laura Hine and 
Lts Steve and Dave Thomas 
there was only one choice of 
career: to join the RN. 

All make up a triplicate of fam- 
ily members who have donned 
Number Ones with pride and 
served their nation under the 
White Ensign. 

LMEM Fortune, serving in 
HMS Vanguard, follows dad 
and grandad into the Senior 
SCIVICe. 

New recruit Laura, who's 
just passed out of HMS 
Raleigh, treads the path worn 
by dad Paul — a sailor in the 
early 70s — and sister Rachele, 
currently with patrol ship HMS 
lyne. Mum Bev has sea air in 
her blood having served in pas- 
senger liners for years. 

And the Thomas 





best things 
hrees 





30 years from 1965, from the Arctic 
to the Horn of Affica, from car- 
ricr HMS Hermes to Leander-class 
frigate HMS Cleopatra. No longer 
serving, Colin today holds the rank 
of lieutenant in the Sea Cadet 
Corps and works at Bntannia RNC 











Step forward a generation and 
son Steve was commissioned, fly- 
ing with 814 NAS and 819 NAS at 
Prestwick before swapping to the 
Merlin. 

His brother Dave has also served 
with 819, is currently with 849 
NAS in a Sea King Mk 7, 
the most recent variant, 
and is now about to end 
the Thomas’ association 
with the helicopter as he 
too converts to Merlins. 

‘To mark the end of an 
era, all three Thomases 
took to the skics In one 
of Dave's final opera- 
tional flying training sor- 
tics ina Mk 7. 

“Tt was fantastic to fly 
in the Sea King again, 
| especially with my two 
sons, said Thomas sen- 
bor. 


have a long-standing affinity wWiched between mum Bev and dad Paul, a good value from both the Tho- 
for the Sea King, flown by dad former sailor 


Alun and his sons Steve and 
Dave, all three of whom have flown 
the stalwart helicopter. 

Martin especially has a lot to live 
up to. 

Grandad Wilf, a radio opera- 
tor, Was mentioned in despatches 
for his work with the red berets as 
Naval gunfire support liaison and 
was recalled in the Korean War for 
service in HMS Opportune, 

Dad Colin, an electrical me- 
chanic, served the RN for nearly 


ee Tee 


as a technical support officer. 

All three Fortunes appropriately 
met up for the 6(th anniversary 
of the Normandy landings and an 
emotional memorial service at 
Blackpool cenotaph for the men 
who never returned from France, 

The Thomas family began their 
tics with Sea Kings back in 1970 
when Lt Alun Thomas took to the 
skies trialling the then new Sea 
King MkI at Culdrose. 


mases and the Sea Kings.” 

As for OM Hine, continuing 
her training at HMS Collingwood 
in Fareham, she’s already lived up 
to one family tradition, serving in 
the honour guard at her passing in 
parade at Raleigh, like sister and 
dad before her. 

“We are really proud of her,” 
said Mrs Hine. 

“Both girls sprung this on me in 
the last few years and Laura has 
helped score a hat-trick for our 
family.” 


or : — It's gol lo sce 
family @ A Hine career choice: OM Laura is sand- thatthe RN has gotsuch 


@ Sea King a worthy career: 
(Above) The Thomas family, 
(left to right) Dave, dad Alun 
and Steve, and the helicopter 
so tied with their careers and 
(left) Fortune favours the Navy: 
Dad Colin, grandad Wilf and 
son Martin 


Degrees of happiness for officers 


TWO RN officers have left Cambridge University with a greater under- 
standing of the world. 

Two keenly-contested places are available to RN personnel on an MPhil 
International Relations course, where students are taught international 
law, including tssues such as the UN Security Council, world, US and Mid- 
dle East politics and European history. They must also write a 25,000-word 
academic thesis. 

This year’s graduates of the course, alongside officers from the RAF, 
Army, and armed forces of the US, Canada and China, were Cdr Richard 
King, who specialised in the RN's role in the global war on terror, and Lt 
Cdr Steve Tatham, who focused his studies on Allied efforts to win over 
Arab hearts during Operation Telic. 
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Old hands lend 
a hand aboard 
HMS Albion 


SOME of assault ship HMS 
Albion’s most experienced sailors 
decided to chip in when they 
noticed more youthful crew were 
showing signs of exhaustion during 
recent exercises off the USA. 

A team of ‘veterans’ stepped in 
to take over the replenishment at 
sca programme for a day, giving 
the younger crew a day's rest. 

With more than 130 years’ ex- 
perience between them the sailors 
and Royal Marines, the ‘ancient 
manners were old hands at the 
well-rehearsed manoeuvre. 

“I know manpower is tight 
across the Naval Service but | have 
to say I was a little surprised when 
the buffer pinged me to drive the 
winch!” said WO Tony Emmess, 
Albion's Royal Marine Executive 
Warrant Officer. 

“We have to make the most of 
the people available and the fact 
that the weather was excellent was 
an added bonus.” 


A job weil done 


CREW of Type 22 frigate HMS 
Campbeltown were rewarded for 
their efforts in the global war on 
terror during the ship's return to 
the Middle East on patrol. 

More than 30 sailors were 
presented with medals for their 
part in Operation Veritas, the 
2001-02 campaign in Afghanistan, 
by Commanding Officer Capt Rus- 
sell Best. 

‘Two years on from Veritas, the 
Devonport-based warship 1s con- 
tinuing the war on terror, this time 
in support of Operation Oracle in 
the Indian Ocean with the Allied 
Task Force 150 ensuring revolu- 
Lionanes don't move by sea. 


SUNLEY 


int HOMES for living 
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® (Above) Littie ducks: Commandos move 
in formation along the waterways around 
Camp Lejeune in the half-light of early 
morming and (left) a green beret pauses 
during a night-time assault. (Below) There 
was added urgency for this year's sandcas- 
tle contest. Troops dismount from a truck 
on to the sand, SA80 rifles at the ready. 


Pictures: LA(Phots) Dave Husbands, | 
Kelly Whybrow and Darren MacDonald 
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| gally occupied? 
sounds just like the first Gull 
War. 

Except that this time the conflict 
Wis mls cd out off the caster sea 
bourd of the United States 

Ihe evil forces of Korona had to 
be cyected from the friendly nation 
of Kartuna as NATO's Exercise 
Rapid Alliance — part of the RN's 
summer deployment, codenamed 
exercise Aurora — reached its cli 
TVG 

Ihe opening slages of 
fcaturcd in last month's 
c's 

Ihe exercise has seen the core of 
the Flect ncariv 21) vessels, led by 
HMS Invincible, Albion and Ocean 

and more than 5500 Britsh mili 
lary personne! take part in the larg 
es! amphibious war games since the 
mid |“AAkK 

Around 1.800) Koval Marines of 
} Commando Brigade, plus Chal 
lenger 2 tanks of the Roval Tank 
Regiment, provided the ground 
punch of the assault on Onslow Bay 
CACICSe Arca 

Ihe forees uscd the Atlantic 
Crimssing to hone techniques, in- 
cluding the use of night vision gog- 
gies — vital for the pre-dawn assault 
intended as the core of the landing 
operations while the tankmen 
embarked upon HMS Albion tried 
to get used to life at sea 

nec across the ocean, the 
ground troops were pul ashore al 
the US base of Camp Lejeune to 
ect used to the environment, which 
wasnt casy, cxplained Capt Jeff 
Thomas of 3 Cdo Bde 

“Trainmg was made even more 
challenging because of the heat, 
humidity and insects,” he added 


“Fortunately, the training 
has been outstanding or 
‘hoofing' as a Royal Marine 
might say. One of our guys 
said that he had the best day 
he has ever enjoyed in the 
corps.” 


Aurora 


Navy 


The ground 
® Brothers in forces rolled into 
armadas: The ihe specially- 















devised battlefield 
of ‘Combat Town’, 
under the protec- 
tive umbrella of air 


“side On 2&8 support provided 
raiding craft by RAF and Fleet 
Air Arm Harri- 
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Eighteen stunning cutaway drawings of Royal Navy ships, submarines and aircraft, 
past and present, by internationally renowned artist Mike Badrocke. 


®@ (Above) ‘What's that? Heavy 

armour about 100 feet to my 

rear?" A pause for troops, a 

Challenger 2 tank and a Royal 

Marines BV and (right) ‘Get 
| him to repeat that last mes- 
sage. | read it as Greece 1, 
France 0. Must be a mistake.’ 
Albion's crew communicate 
with the Aurora fleet by Aldis 
. lamp 


Originally published in Navy News, the newspaper of the Royal Navy. 
NO >| - EU Postage £10.00 - Overseas Postage £15.00 
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ers and 847 NAS’ 

Lynx and Gazelle helicopters. 
Forward air controllers on the 
ground guided RAF and US Ma- 
nine Corps jump jets into their tar- 
pets; the aircraft unleashed a mix of 
Eve and dummy weapons, including 
laser-guided ordnance, on mock 
larects. 





OYAL Navy and Royal Marine forces despatched to 
boot a hostile invader out of a country he has ille- 


Al sea, the carner and amphibi- 
ous task force ships warded off al 
tacks from the Crerman, Canadian 
and US fleets. 

sister frigaics HMS Sutherland 
and Marlborough pounded ‘enemy 
positions ashore, hunted Peruvian 
and American hunter-killer subma 
nines Stalking the ritish force, and 
louent off the determined ciforts 
of terrorcn! suche boats Zipping 
iround on the surface 

Also offshore. ‘casualties’ were 
fernmed RFA Argus in her 
casualty recernineg role as victims of 
ihe battle on land were evacuated 


OF? FRA 


abwvul 


One of the kev objectives of Au 
rora has been to cement further the 
already exceptional between 
Britain and America’s armed for 


cs 


vcs 


That additional bonding worked 
well, said Lt Jonny Collacott of the 
Amphitious Task Croup staff 

Ihe exercise has confirmed the 
expeditionary credentials of Britain 
and her allies, especially their am- 
phithous capability and the ability 
to work together.” he added 

Beyond the staff of the Com- 
mander of the UK Amphibious 
lask Group, a second British battle 
staff, from UK's Amphibious Mari 
lime Foree, helped direct opera- 
tions, led by Royal Marine Major 
General Jim Dutton 

Ihe latter was involved in plan- 
ning the war games from July last 
vear, and headed out to the 40,000- 
lonne Amencan amphibious as- 
sault ship USS Nassau as part of a 
IS0-strong US/UK team conduct- 
ing the exercises as they went ‘live’ 
this summer, 

[he exercises were the final 
‘uck in the box’ for the staff, which 
stocd-up in April 2002. It has now 
achieved the necessary operational 
competence to form the core of an 
ampmtious headquarters in a fu- 
ture conflict. 

“Rapid Alliance was a complex 
amd sometimes frustrating exer- 
cic,” explained Capt Steven Mc- 
Culley RM 

“Most challenges were 
overcome, some were not, 
but either way a wide range 
of lessons was identified. It 
goes without saying that all 
staff learned from the expe- 
rience and in the main en- 
joyed it. 

“Importantly there were sig- 
nificant benefits for further United 
States and UK inter-operability. It 
was a good result all round.” 

Down-time for the forces in- 
volved was granted in destinations 
as vanied as Mayport, Fort Lauder- 
dale, Port Canaveral — near to 
NASA's launch site, although 
sailors missed a lift-off by a 
matter of hours — New Orleans 
and New York (see this month's 
centre pages), while green be- 
rets headed off on Exercise Or- 
ange Break, a combination of 
sky-diving, climbing and diving 
expedilions. 

There was even time for the 
odd game of football. RFA Fort 
Rosalie’s crew allowed sailors 
from USS Normandy a token 
victory on the ‘soccer’ pitch 

as thanks for the support the 
Americans had offered the aux- 
ihary during the deployment 
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@ (Above) HMS Exeter's Mk 8 Lynx helicopter carries out a dusk sortie in the Pacific Ocean during 
the destroyer’s passage to Tokyo 


@ (Right) Members of the Chinese People's Liberation Army (Navy) visited Exeter in Shanghai. Here 
MEM Chris Mulvey shows one of the children what it would be like to be a Royal Navy firefighter 
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IF YOU are looking for a bit of a breather from the rigours of work 
then Tokyo is not the first place that springs to mind. 


It is a city which keeps you 
on your toes, a baffling mix 
of Eastern culture and 
Western habits. 

International megabrands 
bathe the streets in harsh bursts 
of neon while groups of cheerful, 
noisy diners spill out of tiny 
restaurants which line shadowy 
alleyways beneath viaducts car- 
rying the elegant shinkansen 
(bullet trains). 

Buses, taxis, subways and trains 
weave through the cluttered, claustro- 
phobic mass of buildings which 
stretches south to Yokohama and 
beyond — a seething, restless manifes- 
tahon of the cconomic powerhouse 
which is modern Japan. 

But rest and relaxation is what the 
ship’s company of HMS Exeter 
needed, and their Japanese hosts 
were more than happy for the hard- 
working sailors to take their ease in 
the land of the nsing sun 

The destroyer berthed at the 
Harumi Pier ferry terminal, a short 
nde from the bright lights, but a bless- 
edly quiet comer of this bustling city. 

With the Japanese Defence Force 
host destroyer JDS Shirayuki berthed 
just astern, many of the 270 or so 
officers and sailors — including a 
party of 17 Officer Cadets on Initial 
sca Tramning (IST) — took advantage 


of the five-day visit to unwind, a wel- 








Mike Gray reports from Japan on 
HMS Exeter’s deployment. 


Pictures: PO(PHOT) Colin Burden 


come change from the usual relent- 
less round of official functions and 
ambassadorial roles. 

Even days at sea are less of a respite 
than is normal, as much of the ship's 
husbandry and minor maintenance 
must be canned out in transit, prepar- 
ing for the next high-profile port visit 
while still maintaining the tempo of 
training, often fitting in exercises 
within the ship or with other navies. 

One group stuck to the ‘work 
hard, play hard’ philosophy and 
headed to the flanks of Mount Fuyi. 

A challenging trek took them to an 
overnight hut, from where they 
resumed their climb at 2am on the 
Sunday — to be rewarded with a glo- 
nous sunrise at 4.30am.. 

“Tt was absolutely spectacular.” 
said Li Tush Chatterjee, Exeter's 
Deputy Marine Engineer Officer. 

“The final 300) metres of the 
ascent was on boulders and jagged 
rocks with a slope of between 50 and 
70 degrees, and the temperature was 
mero. By 4.35am it was a white-out — 
you could not see a thing. 

“It 1s certainly not a climb for 
novices, (hough thousands of people 
made the journey up to the crater.” 


@® (Above) The CO of HMS 





The IST party, led by La Cdr 
Gareth Jones, joined Exeter in Korea, 
and their bref time in the Royal 
Navy (around 14 wecks) had already 
taken them to Viadivostock, with 
Okinawa, the Philippines and Brunei 
to come, the latter including a two- 
day jungle survival course. 

Another group of 22 headed up to 
the Hakone National Park, and 
although clouds obscured Mt Fuji 
they consoled themselves by length- 
ening their lives by seven years 
(courtesy of black eggs, hard-boiled 
in sulphur springs) and a soak in an 
onsen — a natural hot spnng where 
birthday suit is the required ng. 

Disneyland Tokyo, not far from the 
ship's berth, also featured on the agen- 
da, as did some serious shopping. 

Sporting fixtures were arranged 
for the ship's rugby team and three 
men, including CO Cdr Andrew 
Reed, played for the British Embassy 
crnecket team in a rain-affected match 
~ although the rugby match resulted 
in a curtailed trip for one officer 
cadet, who flew in from the UK, 
played rugby on his first day in Japan 
and next day was on the plane home, 
nursing a broken wrist. 





Exeter, Cdr Andrew Reed, 
showed Rear Admiral Zhang 
Zhannan around the ship in 
Qingdao. Here he talks about 
the 4.5in gun system 


@ (Left) Sailors from HMS 
Exeter visited the Mekong 
Delta area of Vietnam while 
the ship was in Ho Chi Min 
City. Here they see how river 
people live in a backwater of 
the delta 
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“ It ant vork inv It's pretty special 
Cy | kk Cdr Reed pointed owt that the ship A sentiment echoed by all but the ed 
se cons ei andl cx ald be allied ep valle yeas nag is ss ty wrk @ Sunrise at the top of Mt Fuji in Japan - the stunning view which was the reward for a stiff climb 
? Pe ‘abmycalle: Sra eat yh: sith 0 . in the smal! hours of the night by a party from HMS Exeter nie bh Chatterian (DAAEO) MAES Ennt 
Allache in LOK YO, Japancs acu Msn at any Lime, as sos DUMmMped Into One Of the Mayor plavers 
caker Capt Simon Chelton KS ter ship HMS Glasgow was called to on the Tokyo scence, a Canadian busi 
Le ast Timor on a previous deployment nossman who ensured the Hints had 
tl © mace DY schoo Oo lt was casy lo take over Command pocess to the hottest clubs in town, to 
HMS Exeter and accon Of the shup, sand Cdr Keed. “ll is a those who SIMply immersed them 
nying KFA tanker Grey Kover foxx!) and happy ship s company wih scives in ihe invanably polite, end 
And some 20 mules along th arc working well. | was very well lessly patient, slightly reserved and 
mim Yokohama, Exeter's sailor supported from the moment | jomed almost totally incomprehensible 
Nad an important duty to pertorm which made my pod Tar casict macistirom of |! million people that 
Ihe Hodogaya Commonwealth “L also think | am one of the luck is Tokyo 


(emetery in Japans second city 
contains the graves of seven sailors 
from the wartime cruiser HMS 
EActer, prisoners of war captured 
when the ship was sunk off Java in 
March 1942, and the current ratings 
am) «6Ollpcers held a service of 
remembrance in the tierce heal of a 
right summer mormung, laying cap 
lallees on ther predecessors graves 

(ine IST officer found himscl! 
wielly im the limeclhieht — S/La Phillip 
Bent played the Last Post and 
Reveille Lit hole lhown iui row 
ihe UK with Rear Admiral Lambert 
Phillip spent much of the previous 
evening in Exeter's tiller flat getting 
to grips with the instrument SORRCIET, ; = 

\ cocktail party and visits to and @ HMS Exeter approaches RFA Grey Rover for a replenishment at 
from the Shirayuki were also staged sea (RAS) in the Pacific while en route to Viadivostock in Russia 


iS Was a Visit DY Orphans, who wen 





treated to a ship's tour and party food 


Excter an old ship with 
une beat sccording to Cdr Ree 
<8 she has a state-ol-the-art combat 
i¢cm — left Portsmouth in Marcel 
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@ (Above) Enjoying a soak ina 
hot spring Bath at Hakone in 
Japan are (from left) Initial Sea 
Training Officer Lt Cdr Gareth 
Jones, Navy News Deputy 
Editor Mike Gray, SA Rob Ellis 
and SA James Parsons 


® (Right) Deputy Logistics 
Officer Lt Karen Rees and 
CPOCA Taff Liewellyn check 
[ine quality ang quantity of 
lresn provisions as they are 
roaged on fo the ship 





® (Above) LMEA James Punton places a cap tally on to the grave —e | 
of a PoW sailor from the wartime HMS Exeter, buried at the ae 
Military Cemetery in Yokohama, Japan. Standing is the = ; , | 
Commanding Officer of the current HMS Exeter, Cdr Andrew 
Reed (left) and MEM Joval Durham a ip ids S + ci a 


® (Right) HMS Exeter's Lynx lifts off in the early morning sunshine oy . 1 ] 
of the Pacific Ocean while the ship was on passage for Tokyo. The |e Oe ee eee ~ Ny a RRO _" | 
aircraft was preparing for winch transfer practice from the aeons <% oare 3 hl I eee! ; a 
destroyer’s fo'c'sie ae! 
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Long-range 
mercy flight 
for Ocean 


MEDICS and Aircrew oy HMS 
Ooccan found themselves conduct- 
ing a long-range mid-Atlantic casu- 
alty evacuation as the ship returned 
from exercise inthe USA 

rive hundred mules trom th 
Avores, a crew member was struck 
down with appendicitis on the 
very first dav Sure La Cdr Nick 
Imm was Oceans principal medi- 
cal otficer 

He and the ship's CO Capt Tony 
Johnstone-Burt decided the only 
option was to ferry the ill sailor 
to the nearest hospital in the 
AFOrTes. 

Iwo RAF Chinooks from 27 Sqn, 
which had participated in Exererse 
Aurora with Ocean, were prepared 
with medical kit and long-range 
ftucl tanks 

Sure Li Cdr Roos Allsop and 
PO(MA) Adam Watts accompa- 
nied their il shipmate on the four- 
hour flight across the Atlantic to 
Layes military airbase in the Azores 
and handed the sailor over to the 
Portuguese to care for 

Ihe Chinooks then waited for 
Ocean to near belore setting off on 
the 250-mile return journey. 

\fter @ successful operation in 

the Azores, the poorly crewman re- 
joined Ocean once she'd returned 
to Devonport. 
B® Also back Britain after Au- 
rora is the Second Mine Counter- 
measures Squadron HM Ships 
Walnev, Sandown, Pembroke and 
Middicton, plus “mother ship’ RFA 
Sir Bedivere 

Ihe squadron chalked up 8,000 
miles during the deployment which 
LOOK the Ships to the Azores, Ber 
muda, Norfolk, Boston, Nova 
scotia and Newfoundland, having 
paved the way for a mock amphibi- 
ous assault by + Commando Bri- 
vade by clearing ‘minehelds’ laid to 
halt the assault 

‘We've expenenced sunshine in 
Bermuda and the threat of icebergs 
in the fog off Newfoundland,” said 
squadron CO Cdr Peter Williams 
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Manchester's buzzi 
as Sailors parade 


FOR once it wasn’t rain- 
ing in Manchester when the 
crew of the namesake de- 
stroyer exercised their tree- 
dom of the city. 

Instead, glorious sunshine grect- 
ed the 230 sailors as they paraded 
through the streets, having left the 
[ype 42 warship berthed at Liver- 
pool's Canada Dock, 30 miles to 
the west. 

Freedom of Manchester was be- 
stowed on the destrover six years 
ago, When the city was still in the 
grip of rebuilding following a ter- 
rorist bomb which ripped the heart 
oul of the city centre. 

Half a dozen years On, the area 
around Manchesters Cathedral 
has been transformed as the ship's 
company found out when they par- 
ticipated in a Sunday service with 
a maritime theme, led by the ca 
thedral’s Dean, the Very Rev Ken 
Riley. 

The ship presented the cathe- 
dral with a White Ensign which will 
hang there in perpetuity. 

Frecdom grants the ship's com- 
pany “the privilege of marching 
through the city with Colours fh 
Ing, drums beating and bayonets 
fixed” 

The band of the Royal Marines 
and the North-west Infantry King's 
Band joined crew as they marched 
through the streets, ending up out- 
side town hall, where Lord Mayor 
Cllr Audrey Jones took the salute 

Crew of the “Busy Bee’ the 
ship takes her nickname from the 
badge, which in turn ts based on the 
city s crest, signifying Manchester s 
industry and hard work — spent five 
davs in the north-west, which gave 
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e Manchester's guard of honour lines up in the city centre | 


them a chance to renew old affilia- 
tions and lect their hair down as well 
as partake in official ceremonies 

Ihe swlors handed over £35.10") 
to the Wallness Children’s Charity, 
moncy which will be given to Royal 
Manchester Children’s Hospital. 

The money was raised by a string 
of fund-raising activities aboard the 
ship, which most recently deployed 
to the West Indics on anti-drug 
patrol, the most cye-catching of 
which was a beard-growing contest 
by every man aboard. 

\ one-day amnesty at the end 
of the contest gave crew licence 
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to shave their beards any way they 
liked — with some strange results. 

“The ship's company has thor- 
oughly enjoyed the Opportunity to 
re-visit Manchester, sand CO Cdr 
Richard Ingram. “We value our 
enduring relations with the people 
and organisations of Manchester 
and relished the warm welcome 
and gencrous hospitality that the 
ship received here.” 


Detained RN 
personne! 
freed by Iran 


EIGHT Royal Navy personnel 
arrested by Iran in the waters sepa- 
rating the country from Iraq were 
released following representations 
from the British Government. 

The men — a mixture of sailors 
and Royal Marines — and their 
three small patrol boats were 
detained by the Iranian authorities 
as Navy News went to press last 
month; the Lranians claimed the 
boats had strayed into their territo- 
rial waters, 

Defence Minister Lord Bach 
said the personnel had not crossed 
the border, but had been “forcibly 
escorted” into Iranian waters. 

“We have made representations 
to the Government of Iran and 
also made it clear that we do not 
expect a recurrence of this type of 
incident,” he added. 

Britain is continuing to negoti- 
ate with Iran for the return of the 
boats and their equipment. 
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A REVIEW of potential military 

Sites [Oo store reactor Compartments 
from Britain's 
nuchear submarines 


decommissioned 
has determined 
Only one is suitable 

fhe MOD looked at 118 of its 


Ses 2POUNG (he COAST OS Parl OF 





Project Isolus, the plan to store laid 
up nucicar boats and decided only 
the Royal Naval Armament Depot 
at Coulpon in Scotland would be 
appropriate 

Industry suggested Coulport 
as Well as four non-MOD sites at 
Rosyth, Sellafield, Dounreay and 
Devonport as sites for the reactor 
slorige, 

Defence Minister Lord Bach said 
ihe review did not mean that Coul 
port had been chosen as the final 
storage site 

“That decision is some years off 
and there will be a further round of 
public consultation before any final 
cecsion taken, he added 

The site finally chosen for Isolus 
will be used for interim storage of 
Intact reactor Compartments Irom 
defuelled boats such as HMS Dread 
nought and Warspite 

[he decommissioned boats are 
currently stored afloat, but the MOD 
will run out of space by 2012 so has 
to look at other options. The size of 
the reactor compartments — weigh- 
ing in at 7S) tonnes and the size of 
two double-decker buses — rules out 
storage on land 


LEBEL 


® Also on civic duties this month were submariners from HMS 
Vigilant and senior officers from Scotland and the north-west, 
led by Flag Officer Scotland, Northern England and Northern 
Ireland, Rear Admiral Nick Harris. The Royal Navy provided the 
guard of honour at the official opening of the Tynwald, the Isle 
of Man's parliament, in a centuries-old ceremony. 


HMS DUKE OF YORK 
BATTLESHIP 1943 


Replica model hand cast in metal and hand painted, mounted on a wooden plinth 16” x 4” 
with brass nameplate and hand made gift box. The model measures approximately 13” 


£85.00 


 IncofP&P | 


lo order your model, send your name, address and daytime telephone number 
along with your cheque or credit card details (visa/mastercard) to: 


Angela Bowler, SKYTREX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road, Loughborough, Leicestershire. LE11 2ED 


: 01509 233298 
Email: abowler@ skytrex.com 


Please allow up to 28 days for delivery 





Fax: 01509 210336 
Web: www.skytrex.com 


PHONE FOR OUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
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DIVERS from Southern Diving Unit 
dealt with one of the remnants of Hit- 
ler's Campaign agamst the nation when 
they blew up a huge wartime mune off 
the Kent coast 
But there's a good chance the explo- 
sive ordnance disposal team from Horsea 
Island in Portsmouth will be back to the 
spot near Herne Bay as the huge GC 
mine may not be the only deadly device 
on the seahed 
Fishing boat Our Sarah Javne hauled 
in the parachute mune un her nets in the 
small hours of July 13. In little more 
ihan six hours, the SDL? team had heen 
board the trawler, warned the author 
ves and disposed of the ordnance after it 
was carefully lowered to the seabed = 
ihe explosives in the damaged mine @ Boom period: The German 
reaied a water column at beast JSOit parachute mine explodes off 
heh when detonated safely hy the RAN Whitstable in Kent 








Lc aT 

It's a beast of a mine, 9ft long and weighing about 2,000kg,.” said SDU2's 
(PU) John Meekin Phe biggest danger alter all these vears 1s thal a wt My 
set it off 

It fery possible it Was host with an aircraft an aircrall wheel was oiso 


caught wn and other Grerman instrumentation has been found in 


the area. There s potential for more mines being down there.” 


ihe Doel « net 


to LE Cian tn OD 12 Gh Pectit thakin aaa now the Irish Na- 
iara, her CO Lt Cdr Paddy Harkin (right) and a colleague 
study the paper of the RN at Mumbies Navy Days. Ciara's partici- 
ations at the tous-chee Wished asartthean ahoer ie teigcant te ho the 
first visit to Swansea by an Irish warship. Star of the show (apart 
from the former Peacock-class vessel) was the 40,000-ton liner 
The World. The RNR and RNA held static displays and the Lianeili 
branch of the RNA were hosted in Clara's: senior rates’ mess. 


Navy News on tape 


Navy News is available free of charge on tape 
from Portsmouth Area Talking News for those with 
difficulty reading normal type. Contact 023 9269 0851 and 
leave a message with a contact number. No special equip- 
ment is required to play the standard 90-minute cassettes 




















July 2004 


Portamouth Field Gunners Association 6th 
Annual Famdy BBO is on July 31 outside 
the Gi's Club, Whale island starting at 1200 
Details from Rob Wyatt on 023 9235 6868 or 
Pete Aucdoch on 023 S275 3807 or email 
rohan wthGintiiworid corn 


October 2004 

Flotilla (1944-46) Annual 
reurson af the Trecarmne Hote! Babhacombe 
Torquay trom October 1-4. Contact EA 

Warren on 01534 7242755 
The River Plate Veterans and Families 
Association 65th Annversary Reunion at 
Royal Fleet Chub Se ee 


October 6-11. Details from J. Smath 
August 2004 01202 641806 of email Soiniinanndane 
HMMS Kite was adopted in WW! by thee town hae? OO. ua 


of Braintree Sadly the sh was surk with 


‘ HMMS Liandafl reurvon is to take place in 
the logs of FIT ives 2) marks the 


Card! on October 6-9. Any one who wehes 


60th Anrwversary of thal simiong and to mark to affend pkease contact Slinger Wood by 
ihe event, a commemorative plaque will email: kevin. wood@iiueyonder co.uk or 020 
be urvdied Helatves of those lost as well BSA) S605 

as those who served in Kile are rrvited to HMS WNorfolk (cruiser 1930/50) 


contact Andrew Glachwee! of Bramntree Destine The reunion dinner of the O8d Moriolks 
Acocation will be held on October 9 al 


Museum on 01376 325266 
the Holiday inn, Phenowih. Contact Ken 


September 2004 Moth, email ikbrmotGbteaier ne? com or te 


01606 4622768 
HMS Formidable Association 18th MMS Albion 1962/64 Commission: “th 
fourmon on September 3-5 at the Donnngior 


Thiatie He “ r: ~ . - feurmon at the Hoyal Sadors Home Club 
| t r i] | = ‘4 ri F _ 
ris Ye LaDy. Lariaes Ton cry Poertemouth on 24rd October Detads trom 


_otie on (20 B64) eoro — = , tri 1 : 
Lon hey on 40) 310848 of ennai 
Sussex Division ANVA & ANA wel foto hraaituon@hotmed con 
a (euneon to [OTe members on aT iat HMMS. Vidal Survey 5S! afi — Comes 


25 @ (he Adur indoor Bowls Clip 
from Bully Buckland on O1G@0S T4405 

HMS Glory Association 4 14th Carrier 
Al Group sfeomates are vied to the 
Lostermongers Harvest! Festival Parade anc 
Service Seqdember >*6 Assentide Guddhall 1987 Racio Onperators/LMAAeg/LPT 
Yard, London EG 1 af 1300, march past by meas. Aleurdon October 23-24. Mectinn 
HN 1400, parade 1415 when al ANA & the Home Club af 1900 for informal got 
FAAA members are welcome to take part together, Al jacks welcome to attend who 
Church Serice 1500 at St Mary le Bow served with Shiner, Letch. Paddy Sharpe 
Lipa. Contact Lary Godding Poeariy Siew, Jamee et al Contact Andy Wright 
Kung of Old Kent Road on O20 8280 1904 email aw@ht winger: fnedlander com 


Cy taits sons. Reuruon on October 16 a! the King 
Miri’ Hole Unohan Delmas from Dawe 
Morr tet 020 B63 5302 of book direct 
wn The hole 

HMMS Scyila, 3 Lima mess, 194 to 


Contact Johnny “Lonny Lonsdale, tel: 01472 
a2 467 

HMS Loch Fada Association 1944-67 
Cid you serve in her? you did, get in touch 
with the Secretary, over 300 have so la 
Your old shupmates are loolung for you 9th 
Houreon planned al Chatham for Apr 2005 
Contact Bob Harris on O23 8039 1648 of 
oma: bobhharnsiio0Gsupane! com 

822 Squad, Royal Marines (Deal 1965) 
Forma members are netted to contact Farry 
Juler al 28 Aoe Awene, Houwncatone, ‘Yeo 
Tee, BAS? BSD) of ana: berry 
Tena re. coo ue hor Poa frournon in 
September 2004 

HMS Tamar See an od conc of 
Steve FRlenrrengton cieve wis 


bar, and with age and health brratatons only 
14 managed the last reunion in 
funds left have been donated to the ANIL! 

HMS Bulwark 1961-62 Seeking any of 
iho siokers onboard af tie time. Contact 
John Watson on 01603 8804576 

HMS Constance Association AT! & 
D771 1045-56 still going strong - come and 
cn our fing asocwiion wih annual 
fourmons. For psesocwion and reunreon Geta 
oontact Errwe Bakierson. tol 015290 413410 

HMS Eagle 1968-70 Seeing informa 
hon of LS Tony Hovefi, bridcige waichkeeper 
mney, reporter 0 and all else for Hack 
Eagle. He and Adrmural Se Johw Treacher ret 


marred 
Laws ond fad « Gaughiear Suri He 


| 
a! ARacho Medway when Tory mterniewed the Wot Hong Mong when Michael Everett 
Acrmernl. (Coniact Accra Se John Treache ae slahoned al iamar Make ond fhe sow 
Tl aay Bowed London Ww T Trew of Austin bece 
HMMS Eastbourne “eoamg Pete “air “ ie K and Andrew cearhy wares 
PU) iL 6h wie Gea! man al fe weodinw icon up. 1s been owe 15 years’ _ontact 
1a i loam Fancher They geet! o ba Livvwow Eweretl BA Oniew Aver Wort, 
pets rr , bbe ae a ire i wet ee A “inks 41115) oF ern 
i | roe are ' Pe et ee et a = . ~ Pee Uy _ 
orntact Tom Render te 1a” 81 Pees HMMS Tyne Bruen Netw ral 
nas: Inwnorce Cor /oow Harecks mm 1G44 ond wer 


HMMS Ganges 1953-4 Soeur «6h aarve 7m FAAS. lyow 26 an -EHA 


i igs wh ore 


f a ~ ery ¥ iat Pry =— Tt) oh 
aed ) y = ~ ore nearUCtOr rn’ W ttwee ou-BbH apmrenhoes. fhe others basng 
rt a 7 (PT) i = . ry - . 

ugh ar F 01 HOw Bol Gur Ow raul Loweon and Enc Ewhoank He has ial 
Luts 2. ee a a ek) | ft * ‘iw = 

a a ee 2 Wi on). Ware ‘ onic! with Poul an) woul) bee io Peers 
ai ee mine? ck d ri oe 
cee = s = 7 aly rect i ary Offer torre mernher: 

} y ort 5 an " 
P Ti Fi Ley Loar i tw FRA a Contact Fria wa it : 
Dene Gutivw on (20 ‘AeA? S470 ene = , 
2. 1A 


Ore rive hind CO ue : - : : 
Lautence (Londy) Ganl @ seemng she ; HS eres 1943-6: Seeking shypmates 
mates from HMT Lord Nuffield (Givaitar M Edche (Ted) Morran who was a coder on 
141-45) ane also HMS Calpe iD Qav' board of fee tene. Contact Ted of 60 Kirby 
Contact Laurence, tel: 01924 375354 Road, Coventry, CVS 6HN or email: fed 
HMS Hornet 1956-7 Seeking anyone nor rehire haw io oon 
who served here at that time. Names that Lt wo Hutchison HNVA at HMS 
ae io mand are: Harry Willard, Pat Casey Woolloomolloo Sydney Australia 
(Transpowt Officer), belewed to have trans 


Contact Roten Peck on 01249 8127676 





Mary had four chiidren two of whech wore 
Ania and Sleven. two of Norma's were 
Lee and Lorraine. Mary haded trom Yeowl 
Gontac! Nonna. tel: 01329 239782 

HMS Morecambe Bay Seewng LTels 
led Kiemaiey and Bert Senmons of fhe 
1951/54 Comuaaion, Far East. Contact 
' Turk on 01252 664604 of email: doug 
Eshowe reke! column, on April 2. 1879 while turbrGinthworkd com 
Herbert Abraham Parr Saw service in 
Wii mn the Anny, was Gemobied and afer 
Oo aoe! in crvy street . nested in the AN 
Ongenaly came from the Chatham area bul 
was poshed to Scofland where he slayed. He 
Saw sernce in Wl on HAS Vindictree and 
HMS Southampton, later served as CPO in 
charge of Navel Stores a! Leth, Scotland 
f anyone knows anyifeng about hem could 
they contact he grandson. Geoff Parr at 55 
Honywood Hoad. Lenham, Maxisione, Kent 
ME17 2HO 

Lost ANV(W)AR Lapel Badge I! anyone 
i able to replace please contac! V Murts, 27 
Bamnstiaple Road. Southend on Sea Essex 
SS1 3P6 

Sod's Opera Can anyone provide he 
complete words to the Sod's Opera version of 
Grandad’s Grave’ Contact James, 57 New 


Crfiondshire, OX 10 62N o ema: robert 
wiheintiikemrid.icaon of Kul Kiareqmarcd 
oma karkyposyrriieco ca 
HMS Boadices on March 18. 1879 tend 


hey were oftached by 1.000 Jul warnors 
One of the ‘Udi’ boys was grabbed by a 


Mascot and in time became a naval rating 
Having spent a day al the PRO and sifting 


prens and eft on a night angled plate (22s ahi aphers to support 10-week 
x 14.5 ive). They look eo the mother anc oxpechthowrs i Fm | August), Ghana (July 
father of the dolphuis thal decorate the September), Chile ( -{ ), 

the Royal Yacht Britannia. Have Nama (Septermber-December), Sabah 


(October-December) and Costa Rica (up 
to September). To coletrate @s 7ist year 
images will be used to boos! siock in 
canta with relorences contact fy onal 
Twiki ary lr aa Ort. Lae 

FAA maintenance personnel 1939-45 
keno) Tet wil wat shown a6 a deving Were you an anrnourer, artificer, electrician 
lender ma BEC documentary, aflempting to one mechan, fifler, of racko mechan 
locate gokd from a sunken Japanese shap mn cm te FAAduing WWI PHD shadent 
the Far East Can anyone acivise: 1) were would Gh io hear fom you Contact Ben 
any Structural Changes made, 2) where was jones. tel O7G68 849059 oF trough email 
ihe work Garnned oul: 3) who Garr oul fhe hear | Soir corn 


caeb centaur? hey iormation to WA 
MckKioy, Kittwake, Argyl Road. Kilcreggan 


Loyal jasa Fleet Tenders: AG. Dean 
iS buakthng fs fourth raco-controiied 124 
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CeccrusherssOnhotnalcom or see the 
website at Aff_p.//\www ons-darwe com of 
Contact Mac on 01074 364484 of email 
roy Ghiwrs - dane Corn 


May 2005 


December 2004 


881 Combined Bombardment 
Battery AA (TA) at the Stag and 
Hounds. Windsor on December 7 af 2000 
More details from NLA. Feeley, tel: 017535 


e6s77" HMS impregnable/Drake Association Noid 
thew next reunion from May 13-15. Wf you 

February 2005 were with impregnable or Drake shore- 

HMMS Association Moi thew reat based estabkehments, we look forward to 
reunion in from February 18 hearing from you. Contact Fred Haycock. te! 


a? 6141 


September 2005 


Battle for Malta, Veterans Reunion 
Celebrating the 60th anniversary of the end 
of Wil, the newnen will inx the AAFP 
Ated and FAA arcrew, grourcicrew ard 
SupOoO staf plus members of tha AN, RAF 
mm! Breieh Anny urvis who served on fhe 
Fortress island Seolemiber 272-79 2004 
Anoecabon forms to be retuned by Jarry 
Detads from Bnan Essen 


20, 2005. For detais of the reunion and Oe) 
meombershap contact Mike Bee (Secretary) 
tel 01624 S147 11 erm! Trike bani 
iffworld.com of wel website: /Ajiip 

oT Doe niiworkd. com imnike. fhew/ ince. 


i: April 2005 


HMS Cassandra Association hoki ther 
wal reuruon of the Grover House Hotel 
Sheffield from Agr 1-3 Neew ferniers wel 
onme. Details form Bob Shead. of tel: 0114 “ 
7) 7OO7 “US 

Hood Division Aljlrcraft § Artificer 6 Ailey |. S! Mary Street. Tanden PLA 11 
Apprentices 1943-46 Feuron April? 2005 Matta GC Appkcation torns avadable onkne 
at Taunton. Sul Seeing unbound) freer from ww baftefornalfareune fneeservers 


Lr Le 


tec! Dave Lane, tel: 01905 475642 7 
HMS Oenee First Commission HMMS Morecambe Gay ieuUnioe 
aT) fen Oth heesterieky? Min#te Chiari 2-3), 200s on the ble of Veoh 
hesierheid tom Apri 15-1/ Contact Dave wiact Dow Turk for detals on 0125? 


Boots Sherrer on 01685 71450), orn Doe OF ena Goa flurrinfiiworid. com 


THE TRECARN HOTEL 
Babbacombe, Torquay 


The Naval Reunion Specialist 
2 days 068 £63.50 pp "3 days DBB £83.50 pp 


is ania Galel eutieny snes bene ansalensd With the Penal Mais holding Reunions for 
HMS EXETER, HMS SHEFFIELD, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMS TENBY 
HMS AHETHUSA, HMS CUMBERLAND, TON CLASS ASSOCIATION 
CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION and the PLYMOUTH ANA 


The Trecam has 136 En-Sulte bedrooms wath colour TV. tea making facilities, and can 
accommodate up to 250 Guests, The hote! has a large Derung Room that can hold up to 300 
Guests, a5 well as two spacous Ballrooms and Bar areas, deal for any association 
regarthess of its membershw sire 
For information please contact: 


The Assoctatton o 


Royal Navy Offic di cers 


eran ier Mos 


ee ee 
In addition to being a leading charity Membership benefits include 

for officers and their depend- * Many trade discounts including 
ants, ARNOis a membership RAC membership at £43 per 
association which is open to serving : pes ape are rine 
and retired commissioned officers of | ayo - a opis 
the RN. RM, QARNNS, former sitheciai saa aid . | 
WRNS and their Reserves. The talon avaiishle calinn by secure 
association has 9,550 members for 


_ whom it provides financial, social,and + Free financial, legal and property 
_ other advantages. the financial alone advice 


giving savings which substantially * A mail redirection facility 
exceed the annual subscription (£12  * 4 free “home exchange’ facility 
per annum or £180 for Life) * A uniforms and swords for sale 


Tel: 020 7402 5231) * Sword knots at a fraction of the 
Fax: 020 7402 5533 normal price (£15) 
e-mail: ARNO@eurosurf.com * Use of the Naval Club in Mayfair 


Fer membertiep oppkcaten form prow compirte the fodioeng 
TO: MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, ARNO. 70 PORCHESTER Tce. LONDON W) SIP 
Peg wend mer cietod ond oo ceenherihep ofthc amon form 


Vweear 





Specialist Legal Advice 
to Forces Personnel 


Personal Injury Claims 
House Purchases 
AES 
Family & Matrimonial Problems 
Courts Martial 


Contact 


Tean Butcher or Nigel Burn at 
BANK STREET, LINCOLN LN? 1DR 
Tel: (01522) 512345 

between 9am - 5.15pm or for 
Military Discipline Matters only 
Contact: Nigel! Burn 

Mobile: 07775860608 after 60m 
www. wilkinchapman.co.uk 


LEADING IN LAW IN 





LINCOLNSHIRE 
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® Sailors in contemporary dress in the newly-restored Grand Magazine of HMS Victory 





AS VICTORY’S historian, Peter 
Goodwin has exploded one of 
the longest-standing myths of 
the Trafalgar era — the plight of 
the ‘powder monkeys’. 

Traditionally, powder mon- 
keys have been seen as young 
boys, aged around ten, who 
carried gunpowder around the 
ship in a chaotic manner. 

But records show that these 
‘monkeys’ - Naval slang for 
something small — were not the 
young, mistreated boys that 
everyone perceives them to be, 
and that the operation was 







lew twist to powder mon 


much more sophisticated than 
commonly believed. 

Everything else the Royal 
Navy of the era did was so well 
organised that the facts just did 
not add up for Peter. 

He says this system simply 
would not have worked, as 
there would have been dam- 
aged ladders between the 
decks making it a very slow 
and dangerous process. 

His research has revealed 
that boys aged 12-19 — ‘boy’ 
was a formal rank — helped 
pass the powder in a human 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 


ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, 


their families and 


dependents plus ex. serving personnel and A.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 


ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 


Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PLi 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


_ ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


Porrsnor T H 
ADY 
HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 
100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior! 
Museums all on doorstep. 
22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins + 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Teat+Coffee facilities, free house | 


Tel: 023 9287 0505 


CANTERBURY HOTEL| 
SOUTHSEA | 
rr ce anterburyhotelgroup.« com 
RESERVATIONS | 
023 9229 3136 — 023 9282 1508 
*Room, Bed & Breakfast from 


£22.50 a night 
* Modern, Comfortable 
Accommodation Close to Sea Front 
« 20 En-Suite Rooms Available 
* Book Online — 
Group Discounts Available 
Off Road Car Parking 





E_ Plymouth Pak 


Chester Guest House 
‘4 Stuart Road, Pennyoomequich 


01752 6637 
10 L752 6 short LAA 
tah town contre. S-munute drive fren dock. | 
if TV Tea‘Coffce. Secure pipers Garden | 
| B&B from {15.00 - {25.00 per person | 
~ Families s miaichinna = 


E-mail chester. Plymouthe btopenworld.com 


MD PROPERTY LETTING 


Dé you have Onartion 
sitting vacant? 
If so call JMD as we have 
potential tenants 


Tel: 01436 831 272 


We imapr ECYVIBTTINOG.CO. UK 









1 Guest House 
{2 Pier Street, West Hoe 


: = (1752 229705 





Scalnont. Courtesy mock-up from 
Siatons. 4 poster bec, All roome 
CTY. Tea/Coffee making 
Mostly En-suite, Parking 
No Smoking House, 













Bed and Breakfast from £15-£25.00 | 


Picture: POYPHOT) Gary Davies (251) 





chain to the guns, using sailors 
who were not directly involved 
in the fighting. 

Ships’ standing orders pre- 
vented young boys working in 
or near magazines. 

There would have been 
approximately 90 men and 
boys involved in a system 
which persisted until World 
War Il, with the nimbler boys 
passing cartridges from hatch- 
es to the gun crews. 

Records show that there 
were procedures in place to 
ensure that cartridges were 





CHARGE 
WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST - £100. 00 
OTHER MONTHS — £70.00 
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LONDON - 
A QUIET, SECURE AND 
SENSIBLY-PRICED HOTEL IN 
CENTRAL LONDON 


‘Just 2 minutes from Heathrow Express | 


at Paddington. Most reservations are 
recommendations because our quests 
foo! utterly at home with us 


: For a brochure: 
www.ashleyhotels.com or 
Tel 020 7723 3375 





Garian House Holida 
Scell-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. 
cooker, linen, etc. ideal for a visil iby "amity or gurl friend 


JON - MINIMUM 2 PERSONS 


ist JUNE NIGHTLY — £15.00 
DEPOSIT PER PERSON — £20.00 
CHILDREN 12 YEARS OR UNDER HALF PRICE IF SLEEPING IN THE SAME ROOM AS ADULTS 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER. 


| MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 Between 9am - 4pm 


www.garian— -house.co.uk email:garianhouse@ntlworld.com | 


a ey ROYAL ae 
HOME CLUB 


Exclusive to poien aud 
Accommodation « Leisure Facilities - Bars and Restaurant 
All at attractive prices. 

Private functions catered for by professionals 

Hands to dance and skylark to live music 
most weekends 

Family & Associate membership available 

Now licensed for the Marriage Ceremony 
Royal Sailors’ Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. PO1 3HS 
TEL: 023 9282 4231 

email: sailors@homeclub.fsnet.co.uk 

web site: www.homeclub.fsnet.co.uk 
HOME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN ! 
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magazine rew 


HMS VICTORY has opened 
her hold and grand magazine 
to public inspection for the 
first time. 

Second Sea Lord Vice 
Admiral Sir James Burnell- 
Nugent opened the sections of 
his flagship, describing it as “the 
culmination of a great journey 
since 1922,” 

The opening marks the comple- 
on Of an ongoing restoration project 
on the fleet's longest serving war- 
ship, Of which 90 per cent is now 
open for viewing 

Local craftsmen from Portsmouth 
have recently completed extensive 
work on the two areas. 

The hold is a large area beneath 
the orlop deck, on which Nelson 
died. This would have held the ship's 


eys tale 


going to the appropriate guns - 
Mr Goodwin said a 32-pounder 
cartridge ending up in a 12ib 
cannon would be disastrous. 

A ‘powder man’ nominated 
to each opposing pair of guns 
monitored the cartridges, held 
in fireproof boxes, making sure 
that there were only two bags 
of powder at any one time, and 
that no sparks got near the 
gunpowder. 

The youngest sailors would 
also have had a ‘fireman’ role, 
damping down loose gunpow- 
der to prevent explosions. 
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Jay FI Flatle 


WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER — £80.00 
LONG LETS — £60.00 
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FAX: 023 9229 3496 


BLACKPOOL NORTH SHORE, 
COMMODORE HOTEL. 
3 Diamond 18 bedrooms en-suite. 
sea views, lift, licensed. Owned and 
run by ex RN couple. Special rates 
for all Navy News readers, 
RN personnel serving and retired. 
Book Now for July, August also 
Iiuminations September/October. 
Tinsel & Turkey, Christmas and 
New Year. Call Jon or Maureen on 
01253 351440, 
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supplies at sca for up to six months al 
a time — and vast amounts of stores 
were required to keep her 850 crew 
operational. 

A viewing platform has been 
erected for visitors in the hold, which 
has been partially filled with shingle 
ballast and barrels to provide a sense 
of what it would have been like in 
Nelson's lime. 

The lighting is but a few small 
lanterns suspended from the beams 
that create a murky abyss. 

Peter Goodwin, curator on Victory 
who designed the display, described 
how the ballast shingle, after time at 
sea, would have become a senous 
health hazard due to a lack of venti- 
lation in the ughtly packed space. 

He told of a ship on which a car- 
penter and his mate died as they were 
overcome by the fumes of rat faeces, 
leaking tar and damp. 

The renovated pump housing has 
been cross-sectioned to show the 
intenor, encasing the foot of one of 
Victory’s masts. 

The pumps saved Victory from 
sinking after Trafalgar in 1805 
records showed that she was taking 
on one foot of water an hour. 

The Grand Magazine, which took 
Peter more than two years to research 
and design, is a large compartment 
comprising three rooms at the bow of 
the ship that contained enough gun- 
powder to cause massive damage 
within a three-mule radius. 

The risk of a catastrophic cxplo- 





[ADJOINING PLYMOUTH] 


HOE AND SEAFRONT 


Fnendly guest house, CTV's, 
Tea/Coffee, C.H., mostly en suite, 
Posh 4 poster. Parking. From £15 p.p 
Edgcumbe Guest House 
50 Pier Street, West Hoe 
Tel 01752 660675 


--mail hawtonclara.co.uk 





~ Plymouth 


Hotspur Guesthouse 


18 North Road East, Phyamouth, Pld GAW 
tet C1787 GO578 
§ Farrety run Guesthouse 4 min Raskway Stabon 


and Town centre, short walk to all local 
atirachons ond Lerture lacuhben 
A great stay for quakty and cleanknets at an 
affordable price 
www. hotspurguesthouse.co.uk | 
info@bhotspurguesthouse.co.uk 


FLORIDA Luxuriously furnished 5 
bedroom / 3 bathroom villa close to 
Disney & Golf. Heated pool & Spa, 
BBQ & table tennis plus communal 
pool & tennis court. For excellent 
rates call 023 92250720, 

email— enquiries@ 
shrovervillasforida.com 
www.shrovervillasflorida.com 


BRITTANY, NEAR REDON. 
Large house converted to modem 
B&B, owned and run by ex R.N. 
couple. Special rates for Navy News 
readers. 

Phone: 0033 (0) 299 700 842 
Email: grahams @ wanadoo.fr 


The Sunray Hotel 
Plymouth 
All styles of Accommodation 
Single Rooms from £25.00 
Centrally located 
Full English Breakfast 


Family Run 


01752 669113 








sion is demonstrated by the spectacu- 
lar demise of the French flagship 
L’Onent at the Battle of the Nile, 
when her main magazines blew up, 
stopping the battle for several min- 
utes as shocked sailors watched her 
dramatic end. 

The Royal Navy was ruthlessly 
efficient in ensuring that there were 
no explosions on board 

The walls were lined with copper 
to prevent rats from gnawing through 
the walls and carrying gunpowder to 
other parts of the ship, while walls 
and decks also contained layers to 
prevent damp from ruining the pow- 
der. 

The six people working in the 
powder room wore felt slippers to 
prevent any sparks that could ignite 
the powder. 

The renovation has been canned 
out in such a way that the layers of 
matenal that made up the walls are 
clearly visible. 

“alors dressed in authentic cos- 
tume were on hand to show how the 
Grand Magazine might have operated. 

When asked if he would have 
liked to serve on Victory in its time, 
the Second Sea Lord replied:” Yes 
as an admiral.” He added that it did 


not scem too far removed from his 
days at boarding school. 

The ship's Commanding Officer, 
Lt Cdr Frank Nowostelski, said he 
hoped the number of visitors would 
reach 500,000 by the bicentenary of 
Trafalgar 2005. 
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UNION JACK 
CLUB 


Opposite Waterloo Main Line 

station and ideal location for 

visiting the London Eye, Imax 

cinema and all the attractions 
of central London. 

Wide range of bedrooms 
continually being improved to 
suit all tastes and budgets. 
TV and telephone now in 
all en-suite bedrooms. 
Ask to stay here when visiting 
London on duty. 

For more information contact: 
Reservations Office 
UNION JACK CLUB | 

Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 020-7928 4814 
Fax: 020-7620 0565 


e-mail: abo@ujclub.co.uk 
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THE 
dropped in on HMS Somerset 
when she paid a goodwill visit 
to the “George Cross island’. 


NAVY'S top man 


First Sea Lord 


W ~*, 1 ah 


AGimural Sir Alan 
as guest of honour aboard 
the Ivpe 25 tnegate as she stopped 
fin Malta on her wavy to the Gulf 
in Dp ICCKCCHING UuUlic 
vc warship had a hectic four 
davs in Grand Harbour, bathed in 
temperatures of wc. 
guests led by Admiral West and 
Britain's High Commissioner to 
Malta Vincent Fean and numerous 
dignitaries. 
somerset served as Admiral 
West's flagship as the Sea Lord 
chatted with crew about the forth- 
coming tour of duty in the Middle 
ast Somecrsct took over from 
her sister Grafton in the Gulf at 


hosting 4M) 


ihe beginning of the month — and 
presented Long = Service/Good 
Conduct medals to POs Miriam 


Charlton and ‘Charlic’ Boodhram 
and LMA #ac Wealthall,. 

After a tour of Grand Harbour 
and the Malta Mantime Muscum, 
the admiral joined Somerset s CO 
(dr David Axon and the island's 
scemor military othcer Brig Carmel 


HE line-up for this month's Navy 
Days maritime spectacle in Ply- 
mouth 1s all but concrete with just 
a few weeks to go. 

The show ts the largest public 
event the Navy is staging this year. 

The core of Britain's amphibious 
forees — assault ships Albion and 
Bulwark, plus helicopter carrier 
HMS Ocean — will be on show, plus 
Royal Marines and Fleet Air Arm 
assets staging static and dynamic 
displays. 

Submarine HMS Trenchant and 
Irigates including HMS Norfolk 
and Montrose will be open. 

Around 20,000) people per 
day are expected to descend on 
Devonport dockyard, which is not 
merely throwing open ships to 
visitors but also its historic assets 
such as South Yard, which features 
buildings dating back to the late 
l7th Century, 

Also for the first time, engineer- 
ing firm DML is opening some of 
ts facilities to give visitors an idea 
of what it takes to keep today’s 
Fleet running 


altese 
nights 


Vassallo for an inspection of Mal- 
tas Sca Cadet Corps. 

The sailors also attended a re- 
ecption by the Association of Roval 
Navy Officers in the magnificent 
setting of the Torr Ta’ Lanzun, the 
headquarters of the Military and 
Hospitalier Order of St Lavarus 
of Jerusalem, reputedly the oldest 
order in existence going back to the 
cra of the Crusades. 

Aside from official 
somerset s First Al turned out on 
the football pitch against local side 
Birnaba and carned a respectable 
4-3 draw, while the senior rates’ 
mess hosted members of Malta's 
RNA. 

“The visit was a huge success,” 
said Cdr Axon, “We took great pride 
In improving the already solid afhili- 
ation between Malta and the Royal 
Navy. The visit also offered an ex- 
cellent opportunity for a number of 
the crew to meet Admiral West and 
enjoy some well-carned R&K in a 
fantastic location.” 

Now in the Gulf, Somerset will 
not sce her home port of Devonport 
before December, just in time for 
(Christmas, 


DUSINCSS, 


A smattering of foreign war- 
ships has signed up for the event, 
the largest being Italy's assault ship 
san Giusto. Russia is sending her 
amphibious ship Minsk, France has 
pledged a fngate and destroyer, 
the Germans a tanker and Holland 
a destroyer for the August 28-30) 
show, 

The event will also be used to 
commemorate the 60th anniversary 
of the Normandy campaign and in 
particular the role the south-west 
plaved in it. 

Gates will open daily at 9am and 
close at 6pm, with an amphibious 
assault display held at 1.50pm. A 
park and ride scheme will be oper- 
ating in a bid to ease traffic in the 
dockvard area, 

Ticket prices vary between onc- 
day and two-day passes, with dis- 
counts offered for advance book- 
Ings. 

A family car pass will cost £34 -or 
£40). on the gate, Details on all pric- 
es the RN official website — www, 
royalnavy.mod.uk — or by calling 
the hotline on OS70 160) 8833 


@ Valetta parking: (Left) 
Somerset berthed against 
the magical backdrop 
of Grand Harbour and 
(above) ‘Have you heard 
the one about..." OM Ker- 
Shaw shares a joke with 
First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Alan West 


Pictures: LA(Phot) Darby Alen 








peacekeeping”, the exhibi- 






FROM Nelson's first 
attempt at a left-handed 
signature to a tiny set 

of sixteen paintings of 
clouds. 

From maritime clocks 
to oil paintings of men of 
action. 

All of these can be found @ 
in a new exhibition, Be- + 
quests to the Nation, run- 
ning until September 26 at 
the Royal Naval Museum 
in Portsmouth's Historic 
Dockyard. 

Covering “the diverse 
nature of Britain's military 
heritage, capturing images 
of courage, watchfulness, |) 
poignancy, exploration and | 





































tion features historic arte- 
facts and fine art normally 
hidden away in the MOD's 
official buildings and residences. 

“It’s the first public exhibition we've organised,” Charlotte Hen- 
wood, Curator of the MOD Art Collection, told Navy News. 

“Its significance is that the exhibits are owned by the taxpayer, 
and this is an opportunity to show what they own.” 

Among the hidden treasures now on show is a painting of the 
dashing Cdr Wyatt Rawson /eading elements of the Highland 
Brigade at the Navy/Army operation at the Battle of Tel-al-Kebir 
in 1882 (pictured above). 

Now computerised, the fully up-to-date records of the huge 
MOD collection have come a long way from the days when they 
were laboriously recorded using a card index system. 
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Severn strikes 
it very lucky 


CREW of new patrol ship HMS 
Severn are not surprisingly 
delighted after a run of good luck 

and not least some hard work 
and determination. 

The River-class ship has been 
awarded the Jersey Cup for her 
efforts in fishery protection duties 
—and her efforts to raise the pro- 
file of this unsung arm of the RN's 
repertoire. 

Also rewarded ts PO( MEM) 
‘Kiwl Wilkinson, who has been 
singled out by the Worshipful 
Company of Turners as the RN’s 
craftsman of the year. The senior 
rating was picked out from all 
students on the PO(MEM) 
qualifying course, and earns £200 
plus an engraved medal from the 
Company. 

OM(W) Mac Maciecjewski has 
even more money to spend, £5,000 
to be precise, after winning the 
RN Sports Lottery. He treated all 
48 shipmates to a drink (at cost 
price!) to celebrate. 

scvern is on patrol at present 

she's fit for duty more than 
MM) days a year — having recently 
visited Sunderland, Hartlepool, 
swansea and Falmouth and hosted 
7) visitors when she was opened 
to the public at Caledonia Fair at 
Rosyth. 
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‘You're jumping the gun, men — our ship’s not on the list!’ 


NEWSVIEW! 


Sufi sailor who 
Kept his faith 


he 300-year history of 
Gibraltar as a_ British 


fortress exactly coincides 
with the presence of a Jewish 
community there. They have 
been interdependent since 1704 
and Gibraltar today ts a tapestry 
of faiths and cultures, where 
Jews, Muslims and Christians 
have lived together amicably ina 
society that is a paradigm of tol- 
erance and coexistence. 

The new exhibition at the 
Jewish Museum in Camden 
Town pays testimony to that spir- 
it of harmony — as does the 
example of a remarkable Sufi 
Muslim diremyact d ih has died at 87 after a lifetime spent pro- 
moting inter-faith understanding. 

Pir Vilayat Inayat Khan served in a Royal Navy minesweep- 
er in World War Il (he was one of the few rescued when his 
ship was torpedoed on D-Day). 

His tolerance of his fellow man even allowed him to finally 
ed ai the Gestapo who tortured and murdered his sister 
oor 

Under the code-name ‘Madeleine’, Noor was a radio opera- 
tor providing a link between the War Office and the French 
Resistance until she was betrayed for money by a friend. 

He said he eventually remembered the words of Christ on 
the cross: “They know not what they do.” 

As leader of the International Order of Sufis since 1956, Pir 
Vilayat built on the legacy of his father the Indian mystic Hazrat 
inayat Khan, founder of the movement in 1922, encouraging 
followers to practise their own faiths as they explored Sufi mys- 
ticism while showing open-mindedness towards other beliets. 

In the last 40 years of his life he hosted an annual Congress 
of Religions to promote understanding between them. 

His eldest son, Pir Zia Inayat Khan, has been designated his 
SUCCESSOr 


Corps qualities 


NTIRELY as expected, the Sea Cadet Corps youngsters 
Fe periormod with exemplary discipline, smartness and style 

for Navy News’ 50th birthday lunch party at the Whitehall 
Palace Banqueting House. 

Each year they act as ushers, street liners, quards of honour 
and general assistants at countless civic ceremonies and 
receptions throughout the land — so we were delighted to have 
them lend their special cachet to one of our own. 

Somewhat unusually on this occasion though, their duties 
done, they were invited to join our quests at their tables — and 
here their performance rose wel/ above expectations. 

Unfazed by distinguished company that included the current 
C-in-C Fleet; a former Chief of Defence Staff: another former 
First Sea Lord; a whole raft of man -ranking officers, serving and 
retired; and the naval attaches of no less than 16 counines, they 
displayed social skills and a maturity way beyond their years. 

For this, much credit — but not all, for they are prime exam- 
ples of their own people, their own generation — must_go to their 
officers, who clearly have the happy knack of bringing out the 
best of their qualities. 

It is a matter of regret thal today there are fewer and fewer of 
their elders who are prepared to give up their time to help make 
these young people the good citizens they aspire to be. 





Still 


AKING WAVES 
star Alex Ferns 
and producer 
Ted Childs were 
, a among the 
guests at Navy News 50th birth- 
day lunch, held at the Whitehall 
Palace Banqueting House, 
Speaking for the First Sea 
Lord, Commander-in-Chief 
Fleet Admiral Sir Jonathon 
Band said the paper had risen to 
“a position of pre-eminence in 
the maritime military press” 
since its inception in 1954 and 
now had a readership which 
extended well beyond those 
actually serving in the Royal 
Navy. 

“Though its prime function 
remains, as always, to report 








and debate the current activities 


and issues of the Senior Service, 
it has lately spread its remit to 
include a broad range of mar- 
itime interest so that, worldwide 


today, it attracts many readers 


who have no direct connection 
whatsoever with the Royal 
Navy, past or present. 

“It 1s a significant measure of 
Navy News success that it is 
probably read by a bigger per- 
centage of people outside the 
serving Navy than ever before. 

“In that respect it is possibly 
unique as an in-house journal 
for any organisation.’ 

Admiral Band concluded by 
noting that Navy News had 
recently won its third Plain 
English Campaign award. 

“Plain speaking is what the 
Navy needs more than ever in 
putting Its message across In a 
world increasingly infected by 
jargon and blind to sea sense - 
and in regard to jargon the Navy 
is as guilty as most. 

“So I warmly applaud Navy 
News effort in spreading the 
word in its first 50 years — and 
look forward to it doing the 
same in the next 50.” 


In welcoming the naval 


attaches of 16 countries — all of 


which had recently figured in 
the pages of Navy News — Editor 
Jim Allaway recalled that when 
he first started working for the 
paper the then First Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Julian Oswald out- 
lined a new approach for the 
Royal Navy as part of a global 




























police force, combatting ter- 
rorism, piracy, drug traffick- 
ing — all kinds of criminality 
lately on the upsurge on the 
high seas. 

“These are problems that 
face us all and I reckon his 
vision Is starting to come true 
- which ts the most satisfying 
thing I've found in my 
tenure,” said Jim. 


@ TOP TABLE TALK: Former 
Chief of Defence Staff Admiral 
Lord Boyce and Sea Cadet 
Sophie Andrews share Navy 
News’ 50th birthday lunch top 
table at the Whitehall Palace 
Banqueting House (below). 
Right: Making Waves star Alex 
Ferns with Cadet Thomas 
Woods 

Pictures: CPO(PHOT) Dave 
Coombs and Trevor Muston 
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® $$ Caribbean-bound: | 
Richmond 


roles in drug 
patrols 


CREW of HMS Richmond are on 
their way west to take up drug-bust 
ing duties from sailors in sister ship 
HMS Monmouth 

The Type 23 frigate replaces the 
Black Duke as the RN‘*s North Atlan 
tie patrol ship, a duty which will take 
her through the hurricane season in 
the Gulf of Mexico 

In a vaned programme, Richmond 
is stopping olf at Bermuda, Florida, 
Jamaica, Mexico, Belize, Barbados, 
st Vincent, Colombia and Venezuela 
when not helping law enforcement 
agencies in the war on drug traffick- 
ing by sea 

The waters of the Caribbean re- 
main a hotbed of drug running activ- 
ity, with many of the illegal substane- 
es ferned by sea bound for the UK. 

Before departing for the Carib- 
bean, the ship hosted the duke after 
which she ts named. 

The Duke of Richmond has taken a 
keen interest in his ship since she was 
launched I! years ago, although his 
last visit aboard was some 30 months 
aha, 

“The Duke took a great interest in 
Our recent activities and was particu- 
larly keen to talk about our impending 
deployment,” said Lt Andy Mason. 

Richmond is due back in Port- 
smouth in December. 


VC heroes 
honoured at 
Collingwood 


TWO World War II heroes who 
upheld the finest traditions of 
the RN have been honoured at 
the Navy's 21st Century warfare 
school. 

Rear Admiral Robert St Vincent 
Sherbrooke and Lt Cdr Gerard 
Roope both earned the Victoria 
Cross for action above and beyond 
the call of duty in the freezing 
northern waters, 

Rear Admiral Sherbrooke 
successfully held off a superior 
German force as captain of HMS 
Onslow in the Battle of the Bar- 
ents Sea at the end of 1942, shield- 
Ing a vital CONVOY IN the process. 
~ nously wounded in the face and 
temporarily blinded, Sherbrooke 
continued to direct the battle until 
ihc merchantmen were safe. The 
battle was a turning-point in the 
Arctic campaign and led to Hitler 
sacking his Naval commander 
Admiral kinch Raeder, 

Lt Cdr Roope was posthumous- 
iv recognised for his courag TROLS 
command of HMS Glowworm 
ihe destrover challenged the Ger- 
man cruiser Admiral Hipper at the 
outset of the Norwegian campaien 
of 1940), Hipper was severely 
damaged; Glowworm capsized and 
sank, taking all but 31 of her crew, 
including Roope, with her 

He was awarded Britain's high- 
est military honour post-war after 
the destrover’s survivors recounted 
the action when they were freed 
from German prisoner of war 
Camps. 

Both men's courage 1s rec- 
ognised in the Sherbrooke and 
hi KOpPC blocks at HMS Colling- 
wend, offic ball opened by then 
daughters Lacy Digby and Julict 
Mortenson, accompanied by the 
Mantime Warfare School's CO 
Cdre Adnan Nance 

Ihe two blocks provide en-suite 
single living accommodation for 
scnior ratings and junior officers 
serving al the Fareham 


meni 


HMS 
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A SAILOR and a soldier 
— two of the last-known 
survivors of 
the destroyer HMS Wake- 
ful in May 1940 — have 
come face-to-face with two 
reminders of the fateful 
event. 

On board HMS Southampton 
in Portsmouth Naval Base, former 
ordinary seaman Geoff Kester, 
83, and Jim Kane, 85, a wartime 
regular with the Tank Regiment, 
were able to examine the Wakeful’s 
treadplate and songs & 

Recovered in November last 
year from the seabed 13 miles off 
Antwerp, where Wakeful is an offi- 
cial war grave, the two artefacts are 
now on display in the Royal Naval 
Museum in Portsmouth’s Historic 
Dockyard. 

“I was very happy to see them, 
particularly when you consider 
where they have been for so long,” 
said Mr Kester. “It was a greal 
surprise lo see how well-preserved 
they are.” 

The destroyer was fonpeoed 
in the small hours of May 29 after 
rescuing about 640 troops from the 
beaches at Dunkirk; she had al- 








FRIGATE HMS Norfolk has 
had the honour of fiving the 
flag for Britain at this year’s 
principal celebration of the sea 

Brest 2004, 

Dressed overall, the Type 23 
warship = the first of 16 Duke-class 
vessels built for the RN = spent six 
days in the Atlante home of the 
French Navy for Europe 
scalaring event. 

Brest 2004 attracted 2,000 tra- 
ditional sailing vessels from 30 na- 
tions, as well as warships from a 
host of countries, not to mention 
one miullon Visitors. 

The Brittany maritime celebra- 
tion ts similar to the International 
Festival of the Sea hosted in Port- 
smauth the next is in 2005 to 
mark the bicentennial of Trafalgar 

but on an even grander scale. 

Phis summer's gathering in Brest 
had an even greater significance as 
the two Allied Navies are celebrat- 
ing 100 years of the Entente Cor- 
diale, the military and political un- 
derstanding between two nations 
which for centuries before were al 
logecrheads. 

mNortolk was Open lO ViEilors Ty 
five of the ! 


'S largest 


six cdluvs of the festival 


the sinking of 


ready safclv ferried 


600 soldiers back 
to Britain on a first 
crossing. 


The torpedo 
strike broke the de- 
strover's back — she 
sank in 15 seconds, 
allowing just 25 
crew and a handful 
of soldiers time to 
escape the carnage. 

Her wreck, lying 
in litthe more than 
50 feet of water off 
the Belgian coast, 
posed a danger 
to shipping until 
salvage experts 
last year removed 
about 10 feet of 


her superstructure @A young Geoff Kester 


- without damaging 
the integrity of the war grave. 

As part of the salvage operation, 
Wakeful’s badge and nameplate 
were rescued by divers — and are 
in remarkably good condition, as 
Royal Naval Muscum Director 
Campbell McMurray explained: 

“The nameplate ts bronze, which 
is partly why it survived so well. We 
have taken some advice from the 
Mary Rose Trust on how the con- 


orfolk proves a hit 
with Brittany's peers 





® ‘| never thought |! 
would see this..." (Left) 


Former 
Kane 
Wakeful's 


soldier 
touches HMS 
treadplate, 
watched by 


Jim 


fellow 


survivor Geoff Kester 
(nght) and RN Museum 
Director Campbell Mc- 
Murray (left). (Above) 
The last known photo- 
graph of Wakeful and 
| (ight) Mr Kane in his 
Royal Tank Regiment 


| days 


A glimpse of Wakeful 
after Six d 





dition of both 
items can he 


stabilised. 
“We were 
ussured that 


they are in re- 
ally good con- 
dition, and wall 
last.” 

Mr Kane 
could not wail 
to touch = the 
treadplate as il 
was unveiled to 
him in South- 
ampton’s ward 
room. 

“T never 
thought | 
would see this,” 
he said. 

“I was very 
lucky. | was tak- 
en aboard late at night and ended 
up in a hold at the rear of the ship, 

“L was sleeping when we were hit 
by the torpedo, There was a huge 
explosion, the single light bulb 
went out, and everything around us 

was smashed.” 

Trapped by the leg, Mr Kane was 
freed when the shin rolled and he 
ended up clinging to the rails, be- 
fore eventually being rescued by a 











® Funnel of love: Deceptive perspective in Brest harbour appears 
to give HMS Norfolk a second smokestack. 


“We are very proud to have rep- 
resented the Roval Navy at Brest 
2004 and in particular to have 
played a Key role in commemoral- 
ing the centenary of the signing of 


the Entente Cordiale,” said Nor- 
folks recently-appointed OO Cdr 
David Burns. 

“Today there 1s strong co-openi- 
tion between the French and Brit- 
ish Navies — we regularly operate 


alongside one another on exer- 
cises and on operations around the 
globe 

“Qur mutual respect is born of 
the natural tics between mariners 
and a long and illustrious shared 
History. 

Norfolk will again be on show 
to the public, but on home turf, at 
Navy Davs in Plymouth between 
August 25 and 30): 











whaler from HMS Grafton (herself 
subsequently hit and badly dam- 
aged by a torpedo) and transferred 
to a cross-Channel ferry. 

“Wakeful sank in a few seconds, 
and | often wonder how I got out of 
there.” Mr Kane added. 

Mr Kester was initially trapped 
by his feet after he had jumped 
over Wakeful’s crippled bridge, he 
slid into the water and was picked 
up by a small vessel, the Comfort. 

After he had been aboard for 45 
minutes, she too was sunk. Badly 
injured he was also picked up by 
Grafton's whaler and was trans- 
ferred to the Grafton herself. 

But his misfortunes were not 
over. With her screws and rudders 
out of action after also being hit by 
a torpedo, Grafton was scuttled. 

Mr Kester — who eventually 
held the rank of Sub Lt — was 
transferred to the destroyer Ivan- 
hoe and ended up in Dover. 

“But my bad luck followed me,” 
he explained. 

“After three months in hospital, 
I returned to my parents’ home in 
Kent. The house was bombed. . . 
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Eagilet lands 
distinguished 
visitor for 
centenary 


THE most senior Naval reservist 
paid a visit to Merseyside to help 
part-time sailors in the north-west 
celebrate their 100th birthday. 

HMS Eaglet in Liverpool ts 
just about the largest centre for 
Koval Naval Reserve activity after 
Portsmouth and London serving 
a huge area covering northern 
England and North Wales, 

Prince Michael of Kent, honor- 
ary Rear Admiral RNR, joined 
sailors at their purpose-built 
headquarters at Brunswick Dock 
for the highpoint of ceremonies 
marking Eaglet’s 100th birthday. 

Prince Michacl joined local dig- 
nitanes including Lord Licutenant 
of Merseyside Alan Waterworth, 
Cdre Nelson Reynolds, Com- 
modore Naval Reserve, and Capt 
stephen Timms, Director Royal 
Naval Reserves in meeting Eaglet 
men and women past and present. 

After inspecting the guard of 
honour and ship's company, the 
Prince took the salute at a march 
past by more than 200 serving and 
former Naval reservists, includ- 
ing W'W II veterans, the Roval 
Marines Band and former crew of 
Eagict. 


Close combat 
aboard Ocean 


ROYAL Marines aboard HMS 
Ocean can prepare for battle while 
their ship slices through the waves 
after a state-of-the-art combat 
simulator was fitted, 

The military has bought 99 ‘dis- 
mounted close combat trainers’ for 
the Army and commandos to allow 
troops to practise ground fighting 
Ina Virtual battlefield. 

‘Players’ can train with a vari- 
ety of infantry weapons against 
a video and computer-generated 
backdrop. 

The guns fire an invisible 
laser al ti irgcts on screen and the 
simulator calculates the accuracy 
of the shooting, based on ‘climatic 
conditions’ such as cross wind, 

“These start-of-the-art simula- 
tors are the best in the world. 
Training staff can call upon a range 
of combat scenarios to help train 
our troops to reach extremely high 
standards before they go on to live 
firing,” said Defence Procurement 
Minister Lord Bach, unveiling the 
£13m system. 





@® One Navy cut for the better: Admiral Sir Jonathon Band 
performs the honours at the new Leach building with a pair of 
rather large (but ineffective) card scissors 


Ribbon development at Excellent 


THE heart of the RN's new headquar 
ters has begun to beat after the first 
Stall moved in. 

Ihe Leach building — named after 
the Admiral of the Fleet who led the 
Navy during the Falklands conflict 

at HMS Excellent provides a per 
manent base for CINC Fleet Admiral 
Sir Jonathon Band's staff, who have 
been scattered around the Portsmouth 
area until now im numerous buildings 
and offices 

Ihe first stalf to move into the 
complex on the south-west side of 
the land were the hn LSIness Services 
stall, including registry and trans 
port. As of this month, 750 civilian 
and RN personnel have occupied the 
building 

Ihe opening signifies 
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we have many happy hours of work 
here in pleasant surroundings,” said 
Admiral Band 

Capt Dai Morgan, project co-ordi 
nator, added: “It's been a very chal 
lenging timescale. What has been 
remarkable hits heen the ci) operon 
on all sides with people working well 
togcther,” 

Work began on the site in February 
last year, The HQ will be officially 
opened, or rather commissioned, in 
October 

AS part of the changes on Whale 
island, Admiral Sir Mark Stanho 
Admiral Band's deputy, handed over 


his reins to Viee Admiral Tim Me 
Clement 

Admiral Stanhope heads to Nor 
folk Viremni im ATC) 's Deput be TH 
preme Commander, Transformation 
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HERE was a mix 
of admiration and 
irritation in Lewis 
Greenstein’s voice. 

“| feel very honoured and priv- 
ileged to be able to look around 
your warship,” he said as he tn- 
spected the Sea Harriers lined up 
on HMS Invincible’s flight deck. 

“I just wish you guys would come 
here more often.” 

Seven vears after the last British 
flagship berthed in the unofficial cap- 
ital of the Free World, HMS Invin- 
cible docked at New York's famous 
Picr 83 accompanied by tigate HMS 
Cornwall and RFA Fort George to fly 
the flag of Anglo-American unity. 

Here, where once great liners 
docked bringing the lifeblood of the 
Old World to the New, Britain’s flag- 
ship threw open her hatches to VIPs 
and the good folk of Manhattan for 
the highest profile foreign port visit 
by British warships this century. 

And what a visit! As an exercise ts 
defence diplomacy, a% an exercise in 
hearts and minds and as an exercise 
in retention and recruitment, "NY (4 
has been a resounding success. 

Aboard Invincible, First Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Alan West and the car- 
ners CO Capt Neil Morisetti hosted 
world leaders from the United Na- 
tons. 

Once the VIPs had departed, ship's 
company hosted ordinary Americans, 
cager to see the UK flagship 

But this extension of “hands across 
the Atlantic extended far beyond the 
confines of three grey hulls, 

Wherever sailors, senior officers 
and junior ranks alike, wenl in New 
York they were hailed 


e State of Independ- ror ive davs every mem- 


After the exertions of summer 


Britain's visit tle peel “ 
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thanked us for what we are doing 
for them.” 

Of course, Americans are often 
accused of being insular, of holding 
a rather limited worldview. 

“Which Royal Navy are you 
from?” one New Yorker asked a 
group of Cornwall and Invincible’s 
crew as they strolled around the 
gardens of the Statue of Liberty. 

“The Royal Navy,” one matclot 
snapped back. “There's only one of 
US. 

Most New Yorkers, however, 
shouted out cncouragement: “Say 
hello to the Queen for us” of the 
odd jibe: “We've got long memo- 
rics, said one re-cnactor in penod 
costume on July 4. “We haven't 
forgotten the War of 1812. We gave 
VOU guys 4 pasting. 

Nowhere is there the same spon- 
taneous reaction to visiting British 
sailors than New York. It's not sur- 
prising the Big Apple ts consistently 
regarded as the number one run 
ashore (Newcastle in the north-cast 
runs it a close second). 

Crew shop wll they drop, pick 
up bargains on clectronic goods, 
clothes, gifts. They head for the 
sights, the information overload 
that is Times Square, the Statue of 
Liberty, the Empire State Building. 

Bleary-eyed sailors, their Number 
Ones ruffled, creased, a little dirty, 
struggle back to their ships. 

“I've only had an hour's sleep 
one young operator mechanic on 
guard duty contcssed. “I didnt get 
back until bam.’ 

And why not’ Work hard, play 
hard. Though relatively brict by 
today Ss standards at just 10 weeks 
Exercise Aurora has been demand 
ing: mock amphibious landings, 
mock air altacks, mixed with the 
constant daily necessity of combat 
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® (Right) How happy are we to 
be here? This happy! Sailors 
from Invincible and Cornwail 
jump for joy in a strangely quiet 
Times Square — ‘the crossroads 
of the world’ - on Independ- 
ence Day. 
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© ‘Start spreading thie ewi” 
Crew form up on Invincible’s 
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|ence: Dressed overall "' of the three vessels’ 
for July 4 celebra- Companies served as un- 
tions HMS Cornwal/ Ollicial ambassadors for 
(above left) and HMS (‘heir nation : 
invincible (left) at Pier =~ \t has been amazing. 
88, one time home of said CPO Mike Chitty 
the great ocean liners, ‘tom HMS Cornwall. 
) | today the berth of lux- “We have been treated 


und fire drills 

Phe American people are simply 
glad they are in town 

“Britains a world power and 
she fights for the same purpose, 
for frecdom as we do, explained 


Maureen Borsella who came into 
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your hand, buy you 


Mr Greenstein, who hosts for- -_ 





















®@ /t's like the fourth of July... The spectacular firework display 
along the East River in New York which traditionally closes July 4 
celebrations and (right) all that glitters: the stunning neon night- 
time metropolis that is the Manhattan skyline 


drinks, buy you lunch, rush cin visitors to the citv as a ‘Big DAMN that Saddam Hussein. 


you to the front of the queue, 
invite you to watch baseball 
games. You just bump into 
people in the street and they 
cannot do enough for you.” 


PO Carl Haynes, of HMS Invinc- 
bic, added: “A few locals have con: 
fused us for Ozzies, but gencrally the 
people have been extremely warm 
and friendly, and the odd ones have 


Apple Greeter, was particularly 
emotional 

“We are honoured and thrilled 
that you would let us look around 
your warships. July 4 is a special 
time for us, its taken on especial 
significance since Scptember 11,” 
he added, 

“We have such good neighbours, 
such great young men and women” 
he says referring to the British sail- 
ors. “We'd just like to sec more of 
your sailors in town more often, 

Qn the evidence of this vesit, 
it's a view shared by 1,300 men 
and women of the Roval Navy and 
Royal Fiect Auniliary. Let's just not 
make it scven years before they re 


back again. 


And Marion Brando. And a dip- 
lomat's son on a bike. 

The remorseless defiance 
of the first, the passing of the 
second, and a press confer- 
ence held by the third (he was 
cycling from the Old World to 
the New to promote interna- 
tional understanding) ensured 
press coverage of the RN's visit 
to Manhattan was not what it 
might have been. 

But that’s not to say there 
was no coverage. 

Far from it. The arrival of the 
task force had been trumpeted 
sufficiently by New York's awe- 
some array of media — a dozen 
TV stations, three times that 
number of radio stations, and 
three daily newspapers — that 
most people in town knew of 


the British invasion. 

Cameras followed Invinci- 
ble's CO Capt Neil Morisetti and 
Cornwall's Capt Simon Charlier 
as they were asked to ring the 
bell and open trading at the 
American Stock Exchange. 

The floor parted and traders 
applauded as the Naval party 
made its way to the bell. 

The Royal Marines Band 
performed four times for US 
breakfast television during an 
outdoor concert for New York- 
ers, newspapers published 
Invincible’s ‘NY 04" shot (re- 
produced above) and the New 
York Post trotted aboard to see 
the carrier’s ‘open for visitors’ 
day, but perhaps the strangest 
- and most high-profile - cov- 
erage was the sight of willow 
on leather as Iinvincible'’s crew 
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| Liberty...’ Invincible’ crew 
ond a guidebook on Liberty 


played cricket in Central Park. 

“They were spotted by some- 
one from ABC News, the cam- 
eras came down and the next 
thing you know they’re filling 
the ‘and finally’ slot on the Six 
O'Clock News,” explained In- 
vincible’s Air Engineer Officer 
Cdr David Childs. 

“It's the equivalent of appear- 
ing on BBC national news back 
home!” 

Cricket on American TV? Now 
if we can jusi persuade them to 
call soccer ‘football’... 


@ (Above) Crew of Invincible and Cornwall pose in Battery Gardens at the foot of 
Manhattan island with Anthony and Maureen Borsella's car, fittingly painted in a 
Stars and stripes livery. The vehicle is dedicated to the memory of their daughter 
who died of cancer. (Left) First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West shares a joke with 
dignitaries from the United Nations on Invincible's flight deck 
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ON the rooftop of Ladder 
Company No.10's fire station, 
a dozen crew from Invincible 
and Cornwall listen intently to 


Lt Matt Donachie. 
Caps solemnly hanging 
limply in their hands, they stare 


down upon Ground Zero, the 
site of the former World Trade 
Center. 

There are few better vantage 
points to get a grip of the scale 
of devastation wrought here 
on September 11 2001. Imag- 
es cannot do it justice. Words 
cannot do it justice. The site is 
immense. 

This fire station is literally a 
stone's throw from the Trade 
Center. Its crews were among 
the first to respond to the 
fires spreading through the 
twin towers. Six men never re- 
turned, their names engraved 
in a simple bronze plaque: All 
gave some, some gave all. 

“By all laws, this station 
should not exist,” Lt Donachie, 
station commander, explains 
to the sailors. 

“The whole site was a raging 
inferno. There were huge met- 
al chunks of steel and concrete 
all over the place.” 

It's a chilling story he has 


told countless times, but this. 


time he adds: “We really appre- 
ciate what you guys are doing 
for us.” 

He's speaking of the British 
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people in general, and espe- 
cially their Armed Forces. 

That dreadful Tuesday three 
years ago has scarred the Big 
Apple physically and mentally. 
It is a very different New York 
from the one last visited by a 
British flat-top. 

This is a nervy, edgy New 
York. Security is not surpris- 
ingly phenomenal, especially 
for the July 4 celebrations. 

National Guardsmen prac- 
tise drill, their armoured Hum- 
vee vehicles parked up amid 
hot dog stands and street trad- 
ers selling fake brand names. 

Even Liberty is restricted. 
The statue, that is. No longer 
can tourists climb to the top of 
the ultimate symbol of the Free 
World. Since September 11 
2001, that privilege has been 
denied. 

Surveying the site of the 
former World Trade Center, 
such wariness is understand- 
able. 

Once there were 16 acres of 
devastation here, today there 
are 16 acres of building site. 

To the uninitiated it looks 
simply that: a vast building 
site, a gigantic concrete and 
stee!l hole in the ground. 

Few building sites however 
are adorned with as many 
stars and Stripes fluttering in 
the summer's breeze. Fewer 
still if any are dominated by a 


® A moment for reflection: 
pauses for thought at Ground Zero 


—_— 
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simple cross of steel, crafted 
from the ruins of what was the 
World Trade Center. 

There's a determination 
among New Yorkers to still 
call this wasteland the World 
Trade Center. It’s marked that 
way on maps and many signs. 
Subway trains still run to or 

And just as in life, so in 
death and now rebirth - the 
cornerstone of a new sky- 
scraper, the Freedom Tower, 
was laid on the site on July 4, 
watched by Admiral West — the 
‘center’ remains a major tour- 
ist ‘attraction’, outstripping 
many museums. Sightseeing 
buses scurry past, pedestrians 
read billboards attempting 
to explain what happened on 
September 11 and since. 

And so it is not surprising 
that the crew of Invincible, 
Cornwall and Fort George felt 
the need to come here. 

In the past three years, the 
actions and deeds of the Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines have 
pretty much been intertwined 
with what happened here that 
late summer's morning and its 
still unresolved aftermath. 

And maybe that's it. Maybe, 
to paraphrase Kennedy, every 
sailor and green beret can to- 
day say: “I am a New Yorker.” 
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Sword story 
is straight to 
the point 


MANY films about the Royal Navy in the days of sail show 
officers wearing the wrong sort of sword. 

This contrasts with the care often taken over many other details 
of costume — and, says John McGrath of the Royal Navy Amateur 
Fencing Association, there are few excuses for this carelessness. 

Unlike the Army, where patterns varied with arm and regiment, 
the evolution of naval swords is really quite simple, he maintains 

In his booklet Swords for Officers of the Royal Navy he has 
drawn together the various strands of evolution of both the sword 
and its fittings. 

The slotted hilt sword of c 1780 (below, right) was popular with 
officers of both the Navy and the Army. It was a simple hanger 
with a curved single-edged biade. Usually quite plain, these were 
practical fighting swords, many completely undecorated, making 
it impossible to say whether the weapon was naval or military in 





Ort 
Fou officers now purchase their own swords, reese to 
rely on weapons drawn from a pool provided for ceremonial. Wit 
a new sword in 2004 costing £1,500, the knot £150, belt £290 and 
a case another £250, reluctance to spend so much money on what 
is now purely a ceremonial item is understandable. 

Interestingly, female officers are more inclined to buy their own 
than their male counterparts — “perhaps seeing this as an impor- 
tant stage in the recognition of parity of esteem”. 

The booklet is available from RNSO5, HMS Temeraire, Burnaby 
Road, Portsmouth PO1 2HB at £4.50. A history of Navy fencing 
from 1733 to 1948 is to be released this autumn, any profits to 
support RN aie 

@ CUTTING E : Swords of the Georgian Navy (L-R) 1827 
Pattern with pipe-backed blade; 5-Ball Sword c 1800; 1805 
Pattern, Plain, a small weapon; 1825 Pattern for the Civil 
Branches; 1805 Pattern, Plain, standard size weapon; 1805 


Pattern, Decorated from the Honourable East India Company 


Marine Service; Slotted Hilt Sword, c 1780 










British fortress, 
Jewish haven 
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BOEING Chinook HC2s of 18 
Squadron RAF flying from 
the 
Kuwaiti coast carried the 
first waves of Royal Marines 


HMS Ark Royal off 





to land on the Al Faw penin- 


sula. 


—- From Air War Iraq (Pen & 
Sword Books £16.99) by Tim 


Ripley 
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PETER Caruana, Chief 
Minister of Gibraltar, 
opened a colourful new 
exhibition at the Jewish 
Museum in Camden Town 
on July 5. 

it marks 300 years of 
British history on the Rock 
- and of Jewish life there in 
particular, which covers its 
whole span. 

Among the exhibits is a 
collection by the Gibraltar 
painter Jacob Azagury OBE 
(1889-1980) whose works 
have never been on display 
outside Gibraltar before. 
Included is his huge can- 
vas Los Olvidados (The 
Forgotten Ones), a disturb- 
ing image of refugees and 
displacement inspired by 
the evacuation of some 200 
Jewish civilians to Madeira 
(still more went to London) 
in World War ll — intended 
more as an allegory of the 
plight of refugees every- 
where rather than a state- 
ment on conditions at 
Funchal 


.j See Newsview, page 20 






































POLA 
FIRE 


avy News 


H. ‘L <. “al BION - 
NEW © ARRIE TET 





ais TEST 
‘PERFECT 






SHEP Woolley’s new CD Life 
in a Blue Suit is available 
from ARDPEA Productions, 7 
Livingstone Road, Southsea 
PO5 1R5 at £10 plus f2pp. 

Hecorded at various loca- 
tions including HMS Excellent 
on “bad old Whale Island” for 
the Gls Association, it 
includes his own composition 
Up & Down Laundry Hill. 

“Laundry Hill is a place 
known to almost every bo 
who passed through HM 
Ganges, the Royal Navy's 
part one training establish- 
ment at Shotley Gate, 
Suffolk,” writes Shep in his 
sleeve notes. 

“For the slightest misde- 
meanour boys would be sent, 
dressed in oilskin, gasmask 
and any other type of uncom- 
fortable kit to double march 
up and down until their 
instructor thought that they 
were duly purged : 
Sometimes the purging took 
quite a while — the bastards!’ 


Bus service 


www fravynews.co.uk 
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TO MARK Navy News 
50th birthday The RN 
Philatelic Society has 
issued a special cover 
containing facsimiles 
of some of our classic 
front pages and signed 
by key figures the 

r's family, inciud- 
ng ‘Jack’ cartoonist 
Tugg Willson and our 
founding father, Vice 
Admiral Sir lan 
McGeoch. For details 
tel Lt Cdr Fred Evans 
on 023 92 817771 


Shep relives Laundry Hill 
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The man who 








completed 


Cook's 





Yet more than a third, and in 
many ways the most difficult 
part, of the voyage remained to 
be sailed. 

After Cook had been killed 
by natives of Hawaii, Capt 
Clerke of Resolution’s accom- 
panying ship HMS Discovery 
appointed one James King to 
be First Lieutenant of Cook's 
ship. 

That summer the expedition 
again tried to discover a North 


epic 


URING the past 200 and more years most of the 
many books written about Capt James Cook’s third 
and final great voyage of discovery substantially 
end with Cook’s death 


on February 14, 1779. 





West Passage and its adven- 
tures continued along the 
coasts of the eastern extremi- 
ties of Russia; off Japan; in 
Macao and up river to Canton; 
Java and Krakatoa: and then 


home to England via Cape 
Town. 

In the meantime, while head- 
ing south from the Bering Sea, 
Capt Clerke had died of con- 
sumption and Lt King took 
command of Discovery. 

At the start of the expedition 
King had been appointed to 
Resolution as ‘Nautical and 
Astronomical Observer’ — so, 
in a real sense, he was the 
famous “navigator's naviga- 
tor”. 

Having studied mathematics 
in Paris and astronomy at 
Oxford, he was probably the 
most educated member of the 
expedition and so it fell to King 
to write for the Admiralty the 
third volume of ‘A Voyage to 
the Pacific Ocean undertaken 
By the command of His 


Majesty for making 
Discoveries in the Northern 
Hemisphere’. 


This forms part of the basis 
of a fascinating study, James 
King RN by John Bolton King, 


a Capt James King 


available from the South West 
Maritime History Society at The 
Holt, Exton Lane, Exton, 
Exeter, EX3 OPN for £9.99 plus 


me 

e author is a retired char- 
tered surveyor who served 
with the RNVR in World War Il 
as did his father in both world 
wars. Capt James King is his 
great, great, great uncle. 

Many others who were later 
renowned explorers accompa- 
nied King on the expedition, 
including William Bligh, 
George Vancouver and James 
Burney. 

Admiral Steve Ritchie, 
Hydrographer to the Royal 
Navy from 1966 to 1971 has 
said: “James King was a fine 
man and dealt h a difficult 
situation admirably.” 





TWO very different pieces of artwork just released 
as prints. Buccaneer Strike Force by internationally 


renowned aviation artist Phili 


est, signed by 


the artist and 11 Buccaneer pilots and observers, is 
available at £125 plus £7pp. Tel 01225 444929 for 


details. 


Andrew Wing's humorous take on the Submarine 
Escape Training Tank, marking the Gosport land- 
mark's 50th birthday (see page 33) is just £27. Tel 
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Belgrano 
Story 

out on 
video 


ACT of war or war crime? 

This ts the question that sur- 
rounded the most controversial 
event of the 1982 Falklands War: 
Was the cruiser outside the 
Falkland Islands “exclusion 
zone” and therefore immune 
from attack as Argentina 
claimed? 

Or was she actively threatening 
British forces in the area? 

Previously shown on_ the 
National Geographic Channel 
International, The Sinking of 
the Belgrano is now available 
on video (DD £12.99). 

Using sonar and a remotely- 
operated submersible, undersea 
explorer Curt Newport goes 


searching for the wreck while the 
filmmakers interviewed veterans 
and survivors from both sides of 
the conflict to try to answer the 
puzzling questions about her mis- 
sion, her location and her arma- 
ments that fateful day. 





Stoke Gallery on 023 9252 2834, 
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FEARLESS & INTREPID 
| 1965-2002 
Ky Sell Mctart 
Rx the first tume the careers of the Navy's first 
two purpose-built assault ships are covered in | 
full. from their building in the 1960s to their | 
eventual decommixsoning at Portsmouth in the 
first decade of the 21st century. There are 140 high quality photographs of the two 
ships, including nine in colowr, Hard back with full colour laminated dust jacket | 
featuring a magnificent bow view of HMS Fearless. Order now, don’t miss your | 
chance to buy this umique book 
Price £24.00 + p&p. ISBN 1 901225 07 0 
Also Still Available in Hardback: 
COLOSSUS-CLASS AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 1944-1972 £24.00 + PAP 
HMS HERMES 1923 & 1959 £24.00 + PAP 
HMS VANGUARD 1944-1960 BRITAIN’S LAST BATTLESHIP £19.95 + PAP | 
HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 £18.95 + P&P 
HMS VICTORIOUS 1937-1969 £21.00 + PAP 
THREE ARK ROYALS 1938-1999 £23.00 + P&P 
TIGER, LION & BLAKE 1942-1986 £21.50 + PAP 
ILLUSTRIOUS & IMPLACABLE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £23.00 + PAP 
} HMS GLORY 1944-1961 £19.95 + PAP 
| Plea add £20 p&p for th UK & EU of £4.50 for workiwide uface mail Payment 
) by eterhng cheqee, poxtal order, of by VISAUMASTERCARD). Telephone/Paw/ Eel onder welooned! 
From FAN PUBLICATIONS. 17 Wymans Lane, Chelicnham, Gln GLS) QA 
Tel/Fax 01243 280790 | Fowl: orders fan-publicationsi| heom uw onder from pod) hooicuhop ' 





PERISCOPE 


DO YOU HAVEA | | 
/PUBLISHING LTD. 


BOOK TO PUBLISH? 


We are currently seeking books 
in All Categjones 
- aero 


SERENDIPIT Y 


el koh pt 


First Floor, 37/39 Victoria Road 
Darlington, DL1 SSF 


For details,of our current titles, 
log on fo: 
www. periscopepublishing.com 
Or write to Periscope Publishing, 
33 Barwis Terrace, Penvance, 
Cornwall TRIS 2AW 





lelrphorne A fF eceerule G85 130 Fas 





Tel/Fax: 01736 330769 


www.gangesworld.com 


WRITE YOUR LIFE STORY - 


“HMS. GANGES (The final | 
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday We can develop your manuscript 
/surprise present. Documentary into a handsome book for the family, 


includes all aspects of GANGES Call Wendy at Bound Biographies: 
01932 242434, or 


WendyBB @compuserve.com 


before demolition, One tear-jerking 
hour of 


email 
nostalgia, produced 
by JOHN DOUGLAS = author 
H.M.S. GANGES (Roll on my 
dozen!) & H.M.S GANGES (Tales 
of the T.R.0.G."S.) S.A.E. details 
Douglas Hse, Penmarth Redruth. 
Cormwall TR16 6NX 


HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 


of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: Mosslaird, 


Brig O° Turk, Callander, FK17 8HT 
Telephone/Fax: (01877) 376377 
martin @hp-bookfinders.co.uk 





INDEPENDENT GENERAL 
PUBLISHER 


For ferther detasis please write to 
Melrose Books (ref: NN) 
St. Thomas Place | 
Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB7 4GG, UK 
BOOKS 
Phone: 01353 646608 Fax: 01353 646602 


ch 


‘NAVAL AND MARITIME 


| BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 


LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATUADAY 10-1) 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
92 Heaton Road, | 
Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE6 5SHL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


3500+ GOOD QUALITY 
RARE AND OUT OF PRINT 
NAUTICAL BOOKS 


ON LINE AT 
www.meclarenbooks.co.uk 


(ead ee feted peters | eat ted hers) 


McLAREN BOOKS LTD. 
22 JOHN STREET, HELENSBURGH. G84 SBA 


tel O10 OMA) ema mclerenbooiatiie neath co ul 





Go Online @ www.navynews.co.uk 


THE ROYAL NAVY AT GIBRALTAR 
A pictorial record charting the activities of the Royal Navy at 
Gibraltar throughout the Twentieth Century. Contains 134 full 
page photographs complete with extended captions. Hardback. 


£15.95 inc UK p&p 


BRITISH WARSHIPS & AUXILIARIES 2004/5 


Don't go near the coast this summer without the complete quide to 
the ships & aircraft of the fleet. Over 80 photos. Pennant numbers and 
silhouettes. Keep in touch with your Navy. 


£7.95 inc UK p&p 


MARITIME BOOKS Lodge Hill, Liskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel: 01579 343663 Fax: 01579 346747 
Order online www.navybooks.com 
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Maj M V Wills. CTCRM. June 27. 





Admiral of the Fleet Lord Hill-Norton. 


A ios. North 
Attace on Seisshane teen 
Attack on Sak Islands, battle: 
Howe, cruiser xO Eagle, com- 
mander Ark Final sea 

Officer, ‘in Command Far 


Fad Fleet May, aged 69. 

Cdr Erroll Abin Served on battleship 
Royal Sovere 1930. In cruisers 
Berwick and orwell and destroyer 
Wishart took part in operations to protect 
British merchant interests du Sino- 
British war. Submariner in in and 
Sturgeon, commanded Triumph me 
Severn. First Lieutenant cruiser 

Brisiol. May 10, aged 90 

Cdr h Boyce. Senior staff electrical 
officer, Sheerness Minesweeping Fiotilla. 
Cleared Schekit estuary of mines, open- 
A" Boe the port of Antwerp, enabling first 
A Asse to get through. June 6, 


Chiet Wren Margaret Edward. Ex 
Airmec WANS FReadi Culdrose, 
Arbroath, RNR HMS Ceres Leeds 
Member WANS Assn, HMS Ceres Assn 
June 30, “hie 


Lit Cdr . Former secretary AN 
Athhetics oe road section. Joined RN as 
Boy Seaman 1938, served for 41 sin 
Regulating Branch, became a rovost 
Marshal Last a “elegy fi 


Lieutenant al HMS 

marathon era of Jim Sotre Broa Lain in 
the top four UK marathon runners and 
broke world 30 miles track record. 


Awarded life Fneadae angel ie of AN Amateur 
Shipwri ght ion Lt “Gar “Den ris hone 
pwri 7 : nis Rogers. 
a ody agile. Royal Arthur, 
FOST (sea dina) rien Cavalier, 
Tiger. May 31, 79 
Lt Cdr A. . (Tony Fields. Served 1950- 
1988. Service | HMS Swiltsure, 
Pembroke, Tamar, Daedalus, 820 
piers 


—- 60 Vents On — 
“HMS 
BICKERTON” 


Remembering our 38 


Shipmates who lost their lives 
when ‘Bickerton’ was 
torpedoed en-route to Russia 
@ by U354, Barents Sea, Arctic, 
August 22, 1944... 


The Survivors 


’ ' - ij 
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YES, I would like to subscribe to ‘Navy News 


(please refer to the table opposite for price) 


(HMS Centaur). 751, Squadron ron, (HMS. 


Far) Malta and Seahawk ‘Ago HMS 
HMS Tiger, HMS Barrosa, HMS 
Hampshire, HMS Abchel, 
ee Sent ee oes 
Royal Oman Navy June 23, aged 68 
1944-1971; Royal Australian Navy ) 
at HM 


1984. Ships included 
SCOUGS, Hasan indomitable, HMS 


CT ie 1 2003, aged 76. 
Watorhen June 21 2003, aged 76. 
Lt Cdr John [Shel included 
HMS monly and HMS President. 
March 22. 75 

Lt Cdr R Jim Brend. Served 1941-77. 
President of LST and Landing Craft 
Association for 15 years. LST 319 as part 
of Wandings at North Africa, Sicily, 
Salemo, Anzio and Post-war 


service included | indetabaante and Ark 

Royal, RIN Ai Statons Nuthatch and 

Heron, and Sparrow and 

training ectabiiehments Raleigh and 
n Hortock, Served 

Sub Lt Colin Horlock. at HMS 


and HMS Osprey on HMS 
Loch Fada, HMS Zulu and HMS Ark 


A bed June 6, 66. 

wright/(CP Norman Poulter. 
£ Served wn Sussex, Sheffield, Protector, 
Lat Victorious, Hermes. June 15, aged 
| 


na erase (Billy) Mitchell. Served 
. Formerly of HMS Tiger, 

Danae Ark Hoye. July 4, poe 
Po eo watt Served ine 


aged 86.. 
wo { (MEAy eO. (EL). (Sih) ‘Colin Colin Price. 
Served iin Lion, Fife. HM 
Submarines Courageous, Warspite, 
Sovereign and Trenchant and ashore at 
HMS Sultan, Dolphin, Nora, Vulcan 

ata Greenwich. July 11, aged 58. 
MEA 1 Sidney Fisher. Served 1950- 
1983. Ships included Theseus and 
Newcastle. Aged 75 
Cecil Denton. Algerines Association. 
Fancy. February 5. 

Russell Thrower. Algerines Associaton. 
Lysander, Maenad y¥ 6 

lan “Bomber” Brown. Served in Aircraft 
Handler Branch 1965-77. February 28. 
Lionel “Dinger™ Bell. Served 1928-1945 
in HMS | HMS Marlborough, 
HMS Valiant, HMS Shropshire, HMS 
Vernon, HMS Shoreham, HMS 
Southampton (sunk on Malta convoys) 
and HMS Coventry. Former pupil of 
ANHS Greenwich. January 15, aged 91 

Jack Arthur Beadle RM. Served 
HMS Bellas! 1945-48. June 9. 
Thomas Houghton. Stoker ist Class 
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Served . | HMS Belfast 1943-44. 
rederick Holbutt. RM 2A. Served on 
HAS Botiast 1949-51. June 24. 
Kenneth . AB APH II. Served on 
Leona d (Jan). Ptr Tel 
r an tman. elegraphist 
(WT2) on HMS Unicorn January to 
December 1943. 


Eric Cook. Stoker aboard HMS Unicom 
oii ntact elf EB tent 


Peter (Tim) Heeley. Stores Assistant (S) 
on HMS Unicorn August 1949 to 
December 1950. May, aged 74, 

Wren Writer Phylis J. Quin (nee 
Cameron). Served HMS Goldcrest, Fleet 
MailLondon, HMS Ambrose (1942-1945). 
June 6, aged 79. 


ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 


Mick Dunne. Secretary Hastings branch. 
Served 1952-61. Ships: s, Comet, 
Ocean, Forth, Hermes. June 2, aged 67, 
Joan Braithwaite. Associate member 
Wakeheld aie June 4 

J.J. (Johnny) Lynch. Loughton branch, 
Area 5. Ex H and active WWII 
service, June 13, aged 78. 

Angus Steele. Founder member Cariisle 
and District branch. Leading teleraphist. 
Served 1939-45. included HMS 
Howe, HMS Orion, Coastal Forces 
ATES Arctic Convoys. June 13, aged 


Sydney Cyril Ford. Hariow branch. 
Stoker Class A. Served 1942-46. June 6. 


Wren int ja Bridgend branch. 


June 23, 

Charles iRsbincok. Stoke-on-Trent 
and District branch, Served in HMS Milne 
1942 to 1946. soy te aged 80. 
Alfred (Alf) seal Cwmbran 
branch. AB. Served WWiIl December 
1943-May 1947. P Shiee rete Loch Insh 
(Russian convoy) and Squirrel. May 14, 
aged 78. 

George Marjeram. Carshalton branch. 
CPO. Served iin WWII. June 12, aged 86. 
Les Martin. Aldenham & District branch 
CREA. Served during WWII. Shios: HMS 
Aldenham and HMS Easton. June 6, 
aged 60. 

Connor O'Malley. Aldenharn & District 
branch. AB. Served during WWII Ships: 
HMS TO HMS Kelantan. June 6 
Ernest Maher. Basildon branch. Marine, 
Served 1942-45. (Burma Star holder). 
July 6, aged 60 
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Renewed subscription | 


Hetlow Deh. Ex standard bearer, area 


Teste. ‘Shoe ‘nuded Belong ang 


Dido. Service on Russian 


man. Joined 1948 a: = ees Lett 
1958 Stoker Po. Ss defn 
Vanguard, Black $ Grey 
Goose.July 11. 


radar). Served as | ratine 
194.1946 (RN). 1949-1957 (RNA). ct 
16, aged 91. 

ASSOCIATION OF AN OFFICERS 
Capt | R Bowden. 


Served: Zambesi, 
Surprise, Cossack, President, Victorious. 
Liandaff, Britannia, Endurance, Norfolk 


and Mercury. 

Cdr H Boyce. Served: Afrikander, 
Pembroke, Nigeria, Bermuda, 
Bellepheron, Pembroke, President, 
Belfast and 

Lt Cr P Dark R 

Lt Cdr G L Eddis. : Norfolk, 
ERIE, Mouniclare, Watchful, 


omaki and 
pant Cdr T Ford. Served: Vulture, Alison, 


and Seahawk 
Ut Gar Pu E Hamilton, Served: Manner, 
an Bay, Raleigh, Upton, Alert, Terror 


Lt Cdr C P Morgan-Giles. Served: 


Maidstone, Hornet, Mauritius, 
Vengeance, mvt noe ee Aruna, 
Attack and 


Birmingha 
Lt Car HA Ramsay. Served: Ceylon. § St 
Ut Cdr C F P Pp Sim Sorted 
r mpson. Served: 
Gorregan, Sparrow, Vernon, Watson, 
Walkerton and Reclaim. 


SUBMARINERS ASSOCIATION 


BA (Bernard) Collins. L/Sto, Exeter & 
Taunton Branches. Service 1943-47. 
in: H43, Vengeful, Totem. Aged 


83. 

E J RA (Ted) ete Tel. Australia 

Branch. Served in: Totem. Aged 

NE (Bert Mallows. CPO Caxn, Gosport 
Branch. * ce: 1950-1968 in 


Alcide, Tireless, Tiptoe, Trenchant, 
fan, Seascout, adevil, Alliance, 


Warspite 73 
Vice Admiral Sir John Roxburgh. 
Dolphin Branch. Service 1940-19/2 
Served in: Thistle (40), Tribune (40-41 
Thorn (41-42), HA3 fa (CO 
P9o/United (42-43) (CO), (44-45) 
(CO), Turpin (51-53) (CO). Aged 





J L (John) Cameron. CPO Elec. Gosport 
Branch. Served in: Pandora, P614 


Upshot, = Ambush, Seraph, 
Sentinel, Totem, Sealion, Walrus, Burak, 
Res. Aged 86 


1G (Ivan) Jackson. Te! (TO). Sussex 
branch. Sermce: 1950-53. Served in: 
Aurochs, Tactturn. Aged 75 

G (Taff) Barrett. LM (E). Shropshire 
Branch. Sermce 1954-57. Served in: 
Scythian, Seneschal, Talty-Ho. Aged 69 

J J (John) Gosling. AB ST. London 
Branch. Service 1943-45. Served in: H32, 
Supreme, Sibyl Aged 66 

V J (Hervey) Dutton. CWEM (0) Gosport 


Rorqual, Tape, Anchorite Aged 67 

A (Angus) Elgie. AB RP. Scotttieh Branch 
Senmvice: 1943-45. Served in: Varne (44-45), 
Upshot (45). Aged 78 

T J (Tom) Shattock. L Sto. Essex Branch 
Semice 1939-45. Served mn: Tetrarch, Triad, 
Thrasher, Parthian, Tacitturn, Varngure, Tally- 
Ho, Thermopylae. Aged 56 

JAH (Bunny) Warren. AB LTO. Exeter 
Branch. Service 1942-53. Served in: Ottis 
P5555, Tantalus, Trump, Truculent, 
Thermopylae, Stygian. Aged 82 

T (Tim) Marsh. PO EL. Chefienham 
Branch. Service: 1962-69. Served in 
Rorqual, Thermopylae, Alliance. Aged 61 


Appointments 


PROVISIONAL SELECTIONS FOR 
PROMOTION TO CAPTAIN ROYAL NAVY 
AND COLONEL ROYAL MARINES 


Wartare Branch 


Logistics 

Cdr M P Bullock MBE: Cdr P Cunningham: 
Cdr D T Netson; Cdr M Smith, 

Royal Marines 

Lt Col C A Scott OBE; A/Col D J Stewart 
OBE MC; L! Col R D Watts OBE. 


Sports lottery 


June 21: £5,000 — LOM | 


; Mision 
June 26: £5.000 — OM K Scott, HMS 
Vanguard: £1,500 LOM K Hall, AFCO 
Bristol: LOM D F HMS Montrose 
July 3: £5,000 — meordsieprapr ins ted veg 
£1, — LIK Rackham, HMS Temerare, 
£500 — CPOMEA D Plant, 
July 10: bac a eat Hal MMS 
Netson: £1,500 — BD Cpl J McGleish, 


HMS FHalegh: £500 — ACPOMEA M 

Parsonage, HMS Endurance. 

ad 17: £5,000 — CPOMEA N Green, 
Coulport: £1,500 — OM J Fallon, 

HM Lancaster, 

Powell, HMMS | 


£500 — CPOWEA G 





Swap dratts 


OM EWI Moore: Any P land or ship, 

POWWTA Vick! Nortons POW 
Norton: POWTR job in 

Coicheste. WM consider swap draft any- 

where in the south Portamouth, Plymouth, 

Yeowl. Contact: 93 52 34441. 

LOM Sevan PonemouaGasee ne Will 


swap for any Portsmouth-based Type 23, 
Adquals, Air 233, E112 MTLS., RIB 
cox n boarding party. Contact: 07956 203 


LMEM (L) Lane onboard HMS aoe 
BFPO 281, Nowcastle-based 


inereeted in any exnall shipAunt crafts — 
Tel 0191 477 


meet the requirements of BA14, arti- 
cle 0506. In particular, they should 
be on of due the same kind of ser- 
vice — sea or shore: have time to 
serve in their current draft; be the 
same rate; and be of similar experi- | 
ence. All applications must be made | 
on a Form C240. Forms for ratings | 
within a Squad should be sent to 
their Waterfront Manning Office; | 
forms for all others should be sent — 
to NDD, Centurion Building. 





NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall some of the | 
August headlines of past decades... 








@ Sweeping along at a rate of knots: HMS Carron, River Class minesweeper, pictured as she 
causes a few waves on her trials in 1984. 


40 years ago 


HIGHLIGHTS of the London 
ceremonies to commemorate the 
tercentenary of the Admiral’s 
Regiment — forerunner of the 
Royal Marines — included a 
arade through the City of 
Pandod: with colours lying, 


} bands playing and bayonets fixed. 


As well as a review by the 


| Queen, and a Corps dinner at the 


RN College, Greenwich, there 
was also a thanksgiving in St 
Paul's Cathedral and a huge 
reunion attended by the Duke of 
Edinburgh. 


30 years ago 





LONDON’s Mermaid Theatre 
adopted the frigate of the same 
name al a ceremony in Chatham. 

To mark the adoption, ship and 
theatre exchanged bells. 

The theatre handed over to the 
ship the World War Il sloop 
Mermaid's bell, which had hung in 
the theatre for 15 years — ringing 
more than six million people into 
10,000 performances. 

Set to be carried by the new 
frigate throughout her Service life, 
the bell was received by the ship's 
CO, Cdr James McPhee. 





20 years ago 





HMS CARRON, second of the 
River Class minesweepers, put 
On an impressive turn of speed 
during trials, 

The Rivers were the first 
class of ship to be designed 
exclusively for Royal Naval 
Reserve use. 

Displacing 500 tons and 
armed with a 40mm Bofors anti- 
aircraft gun, they had a ship's 
eompeny. of 30. 

Carron would replace 
HMS Venturer as the Severn 
Division training ship. 


WwW wav ynews. CO.UK 


2SL reviews 
the Fleet 


SECOND Sea Lord Sir James 
Burnell-Nugent provided an enter- 
laining and comprehensive review of 
the Royal Navy's role today and in 
ihe future, reminding delegates thal 
95 per cent of the UK’s trade by vol- 
ume 1S Carmed by sea, placing the 
country sixth on the Ist of trading 
nator 

The Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, 
Cilr Tom Blair, also addressed the 
gathered shipmates, welcoming 
them to the city — and revealing that 
he had already filled in his RNA 
membership application form with 
accompanying cheque 

President Vice Admiral John 
McAnally said the cheque would be 
banked in short order 


2 (bow) Standard bearers 
parade on Sunday moming in 
Portsmouth Naval Base during 
the Association's National 
Conference weekend 


@® (Right) Second Sea Lord 
Vice Admiral Sir James 
Burnell-Nugent and = Lord 
Mayor of Portsmouth Clir Tom 
Blair outside Portsmouth 
Guildhall with Association 
National Chairman S/M David 
White (left) and Association 
President Vice Admiral John 
McAnally (right) 


Aictures: POYPHOT) Gary Davies 





@ Cyprus branch secretary S/M Helen Hall with the the 
recruitment award for large overseas branch 


Visitor from Cyprus 
lifts recruiting prize | ‘ 











THE RNA took two major _ holding positions as branch offi- 

steps towards securing its ers. and their acceptance will 

future at the Association’s allow enthusiastic members to 

NWiitnnn! olCanferencel Gn make a greater contribution al 

Be ree a: branch level, particularly in 

Portsmouth small branches and those with 
Two motions addressed the elderly officers. 


issue of Associate Members The first motion, proposed by 


FOR one delegate a long tnp to Portsmouth 
was worthwhile as she lifted an award for 
recruitment on behalf of her branch. 

Helen Hall, secretary of Cyprus branch, attended 
the conference at the Guildhall — and was delighted 
when her branch was named as the best recruiter 
amongst the large overscas | branches. 

(Cyprus now has 150 members, of which 6/ are full 
members — and that had been achieved tn less than 20) 
months since the branch commissioned, in October 
2002. 

Another active branch in terms of recruiting over 
the past year was a more familiar one — Plymouth 
took the Bnggs Dirk for larger branches (over 30 
members), and the trophy was collected on behalf of 
his branch by 5/M Arthur Gutteridge. 

The Sword of Honour for the Arca which showed 
the greatest increase in full members went to No 4, 
and National Chairman 5/M David White accepted 
the prize. 

The result was ‘stay p no surprise, as both 
Plymouth branch and No 4 Area took the honours in 
2003 as well. 

The Bnggs Rose Bowl for small branches (fewer 
than 30 members) with the greatest increase in full 
membership went to Bridlington, while the equiva- 
lent branch overseas was Queensland in Australia 

a socond successive win for the Aussies, following 
on from Port Phillip Bay in 2003. 

While the prizes and trophies were being handed 
out, two branches were presented with Golden 
Jubilee Certificates marking SO years in commission 
iwo being Morecambe in Lancashire and 
Blandford in Dorset. 


branches iifelin 


Peterborough and District and 
seconded by Letchworth and 
Hitchin, suggested that the 
Association's rules and bye laws be 
amended “to allow Associate 
Members to be elected to Branch 
Main Committees, provided that the 
majority of the members of the 
Committee concemed are Full of 





Royal Naval Association 


Onrerence gras 








Life Members” — an amendment lim- 
iting the number to 20 per cent of the 
committee was defeated 

Introducing the motion, 5/M Tom 
Tubb said that “Associate Members 
are as committed as we are to achiev 
ing the goals we set.” 

some delegates spoke of fears over 
possible motivation of Associate 
Members and the fear of losing con 
trol of their own destiny — but others, 
including Belgium delegate Roy 
Hoskin, sad the motion offered a 
“lifeline” to smaller branches. 

Following the success of Motion 
No |, a second motion (orginally 
proposed by Warwick and seconded 
by Coventry. but amended by the 
National Council, backed bys 
Wigston and District) was cared 
which will allow Associate Members 
“who have completed al least one 
year s membership of the 
Associauon, to be elected as Branch 
Officers, other than Chairman and 
Viee Chairman, in their Branches.” 

S/M McAnally said Conference 
had “adapted the Association to face 
the future — otherwise we might have 
been in deep trouble.” 

Two other motions were rejected 
by Conference — one, proposed by 
Woking, sought to set the fee 
payable for nomination of Lule 
Members at £60 until the end of 
2009, and the other, from Plymouth, 
proposed annual subscnptions for 
serving Royal Navy members be set 
at £1 in order to boost membership 
from the current RN, 
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A: Country Companion 


Be prepared for anything with this ideal glove 
box accessory. Our country companion comes 
complete with a set of binoculars, a 


Online — www.navynews.co. 


cunningly conceals 


warm! 


multipurpose penknife, mini torch (battery 
included), plastic sheet, compass and whistle 


Uniquely finished with the Royal 
Navy crown printed on the case. 


COMP01 £25.99 UK 


B: Sailors Pocket Knife 


This substantial stainless 

steel pocket knife is the 

perfect gift. The knife 

folds back into a 

smooth dark wooden handle to 
give a neat and safe finish. 
Measures 9.5cm open. 

(wood colour may vary, 

not available to under 18's) 


SPKO1 £14.99 UK 


C: Walking Stick 

Indispensable for a recreational ramble! 
Hidden within its handle, this cane 

a phial; perfect for 
carrying a tot of something to keep you 
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Sad note 
at start of 
business 


CONFERENCE started on a sad 
noc, with Association President 
Vice Admiral John McAnally “sin- 
gling out one shipmate for your 
special attention” in paying tnbute 
to late Deputy President Rear 
Admiral John Bell. 

S/M McAnally said an indication 
of the high regard in which Admiral 
Bell was held came at the Executive 
Meeting of the International 
Mantume Confederation, when the 
President, an Italian Admiral, hon- 
oured Admiral Bell's memory and 
expressed his condolences. 

Almost 200 delegates attended 
the Conference, with 143 observers 

an increase over last year of 34 
and 45 respectively. 

John — possibly the only RM cor- 
poral to have made the rank of 
admiral — was active far beyond the 
RN, obtaining degrees in French, 
maths and law, and acting as the 
BBC's Education Secretary, a mem- 
ber of the Police Complaints 
Authority, and appearing on numer- 
ous other boards and committees. 

On the Sunday of Conference 
weekend more than 80 standards 
were paraded in what S/M 
McAnally descnbed as “a very 
smart march-past™ which took par- 
ticipants from Admiralty Road, into 
Queen Street and through Victory 
Gate into the Histone Dockyard. 

A church service was held in At 
Anne's, led by the Association's 
newly-appointed Honorary 
Chaplain, the Ven Barry Hammett, 
Chaplain to the Fleet. 


More RNA news 





~ pages 28 and 29 
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For those days when you have lost your 
way, the brass handle unscrews to reveal 
a compass to help you home. 


WALKO1 £29.99 UK 


| om CORT Reco Tees | 
Sage sche ce ee ep ee 
Ge ein PP ab 





=3 
. D 
D: Hip Flask =: 
Fancy a tipple or know someone 
who does? 
Then this is for you. C 


get lost! 





HIPO1 £16.99 UK 
~ EU Postage £10.00 — Overseas Postage £15.00 


To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 — or write to: 


Our traditional style hip flask is 
made from stainless steel with a 
capacity of 7oz. Uniquely 
engraved with the Royal Navy 
crown, featuring a flip-top 
stopper so the lid will never 


I 


The Business Manager, Navy News, Portsmouth PO1 3HH 


Cheque: payable to Navy Meer to accompany orders For order: outude the UR payment con be made by Cheque/internanonal Money Order in f Seerting and 
dren on UR bank Of for payment by Credit CardSetch UR & Abroad, please wie the Coupon on page 4 
Piece note Ger thee net octual ure Reo ole op to 28 deg for deere 
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Lottery 
grant Is 
catalyst 
for visit 


MEMBERS of Harrogate and 
District branch thought they had lit- 
the prospect of visiting London and 
the Houses of Parliament despite the 
fact they were invited to the capital 
by Phil Willis, the Harrogate and 
Knaresborough MP, at the branch 
Trafalgar Night dinner which was 
held at the White Hart Hotel. 

The cost of travel and accommo 
dation seemed to be out of reach 
until S/M Doug Pointon, branch sec 
retary, suggested an application 
could be made to Awards for All, the 
Lottery grants scheme for 
groups. 

lo the delight of members, a grant 
of £4,350 was made to the branch to 
cover the travel and accommodation 
costs for 34 shipmates and their 
wives for a two-day stay in London, 

A certificate which accompanied 
the grant was presented to the branch 
by the Mayor of the Borough of 
Harrogate, Cllr lan Galloway. 

The shipmates and their compan- 
rons all thoroughly enjoyed them 
selves — especially their “interesting 
and informative” tour of the Houses 
of Parliament. 

“The visit gave members an 
insight into how Government works 
as well as viewing the splendours of 
the “‘conidors of power’,” 
delighted Doug 


Rum business 


STOCKTON-on-Tees 
S/M Joe Miceillicuddy has retired 
from the branch committee aficr 
more than 25 years loval service 

in recognition of his efforts the 
branch presented Joe with a decanter 
of Pusser’s Rum 


local 


aK) o 


Stalwart 





Sandra Smith, wife of € 





TWO highly-respected mem- 
bers of Falmouth branch 
have decided to call it a day 


and retire after many years of 


loyal service. 

Vice Admiral Sir James 
Jungius, the branch president, 
has handed over command to 
Commodore Tony Hogg RN and 
S/M Harold Thompson its 
replaced as branch chairman by 
S/M Peter Giles. 

fo mark the retirement of S/M 
Thompson, who served as chairman 
for 15 years, his fellow shipmates 
honoured him with life membership 
- an award, said Admiral Jungius, 
which gave him enormous pleasure 
[oO present. 

Paying tribute to his chairman, the 
outgoing president said: “Thommo 
has been a pillar of strength during 
his time as chairman and the branch 
would not be what it is today, but for 
hus efforts.” 

S/M Thompson, in reply, said 
how much he had enjoyed his time 
as chairman and how fortunate he 
was in having Admiral Jungius as 
branch president. 

Investing Commodore Hogg, the 
new president, with his seal of 
olfice, Admiral Jungius assured 
members he was not losing touch 
with the branch but was continuing 
as a member 

Commodore Hoge said he was 
honourcd to become the new press 
dent of Falmouth and would support 
ihe new chairman, S/M Chiles, at all 
times 


He thanked the branch for the 


warm welcome extended to him 


) president Geoff, with the 


Pusser’s Rum decanter she won in the raffle at the RNA 
Conference Gala Dinner at the Guildhall, Portsmouth, With her is 
S/M Maureen Favell, wife of branch secretary Len 


Chance meeting starts branch 


WHEN S/M Len Favell and his wife 
paid a visit to the Acorn Inn for a 
drink on Trafalgar Day in 1983 — the 
day they moved to Kent from Sutton 
in Surrey — what caught the land- 
lord's eye was the RNA tie his cus- 
lomer was wearing. 

The landlord, Geoff Smith, was an 
ex-PO Stoker and Ganges boy, and in 
no time the seeds were sown for the 
commissioning in March 1984 of the 


Birchington-on-Sea branch. 

S/M Smith now serves as presi- 
dent and S/M Favell as secretary, and 
are the last of the founder members. 

For the 17th vear the branch will 
be in conflict with Margate branch 
for the Rose Cottage Trophy, the 
prize for the annual Bat and Trap 
matches — an old Kentish ball game 
which most players take senously, 

Birchington lead the series 11-5, 
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Cadet unit TS Tuscan), with standard bearers 





SOME 200 shipmates and 
friends of Deeside branch 
attended a Battle of the 
Atlantic remembrance service 
which was held in St Mark's 
Church, Connah's Quay. 

The service was conducted 
by the Rev Paul Varah, RNA 
Deeside branch chaplain, 
assisted by the Rev Charmain 
Beech, who is the chaplain of 
the local Sea Cadet unit TS 
Tuscan. 

Branch chairman S/M Gilbert 
Butler read the Naval Prayer, 





CHARLES Lueas, recipient of the 
first Victoria Cross, was honoured by 
shipmates in Kent on the [50th 
anniversary Of the action in which he 
won his award. 

With the standards of 
Maidstone. Paddock Wood and 
Tunbridge Wells on display, they 
attended a service of remembrance in 
Mereworth Church and visited the 
grave of Charles Lucas where Father 
Noel McConnachie gave a short 
address. 

Charles Lucas, who achieved the 
rank of Rear Admiral and died in 
1914. was serving in the equivalent 
rank of Midshipman in the paddle 
sloop HMS Hecla when a live shell, 
its fuse hissing, landed on the deck 
during the bombardment of the 
Russian fort at Bomarsund in the 


Mark Tami, MP for Alyn and 
Deeside, and Clir A. Shotton, 
chairman of the town council. 

During the Service a new 
Red Ensign, donated by a well- 
wisher from Deeside, was ded- 
icated to the memory of the 
men and women of Deeside 
who served in the Merchant 
Navy and the Mercantile 


Following the service, 
refreshments and _ suitable 
toasts were the order of the 
day at the Deeside Naval Club. 


First VC honoured 


Baltic on June 21, 1854, during the 
Cnmean War. 

With “great coolness and presence 
of mind”, he picked up the shell and 
threw it overboard — when it instant- 
ly exploded. 

His prompt action and bravery 
saved many lives. 

Although the VC was not formal- 
ly introduced until [856 and gazetted 
the following year — the creation of 
the medal was dnven by Queen 
Victoria herself — the first awards 
were made retrospectively to cover 
the recently-ended Cnmean War. 

Charles Lucas’s actions predated 
those of the first Army VC by some 
three months. 

Lucas’s Victona Cross can now be 
seen in the National Maritime 
Museum, Greenwich. 


ecide to call it a day 





é€ Rev Paul Varah (RNA Deeside branch chaplain, left) and Rev Charmain Beech (chaplain to Sea 


Deeside remembers 


members of the Royal Artillery 
Association, RAFA, Burma Star, 
the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, the 
Merchant Navy Association, 
and the Parachute Regiment, 
along with civic dignitaries. 





The mystery ship in our June 
edition was RFA Derwentdale, 
which was also known as the 
mv Halcyon Breeze. 

The winner was Mr David 
Corse, of Scarborough, who 
will shortly receive our £50 
prize. 

This month's mystery ship is 
a fleet tender from the 1980s 
with a particularly masculine 
name. Can you name her, seen 
here with ocean tug Robust in 





£50 PRIZE PUZZLE 3 






Special 
award for 
Wisbech 
member 


SHIPMATE Neil Virgo, standard 
bearer of the Wisbech branch for 
the past 18 vears, has been honoured 
recently with the award of life mem- 
Dersnip. 

An ex-Ganges boy, Neil was a 
scaman-gunner serving in HMS 
Bedouin on Malta Convoy duties 
when the ship was torpedoed and 
sunk in June 1942 

After ten hours in the walter he 
was picked up by a hospital ship and 
ended up in a prisoner of war camp 
un Italy 

After some 18 months, German 
stormiroopers took control and, with 
fellow prisoners, Neil was transport- 
ed in a cattle truck to a POW camp in 
Germany and forced to work, some- 
limes in coal mines, other times on 
the ralways or building sites. 

As the Russians advanced 
towards the camp the prisoners were 
forced to march away from the area 
and to continue marching for rough- 
ly four months. Those who fell ill 
were shot on the roadside, especially 
the Russian prisoners. 

The forced march, well-docu- 
mented, ended for 5/M Neil and a 
icllow prisoner in Bavana, where 
they were befnended for nine days 
by a German lady until the arrival of 
the United States Anny — and mem- 
ones Of his ordeal haunt S/M Neil to 
this day 


lt was Cheshunt 


. REPORT in the June Con oO 
Vavy News referred to a tree-planti- 
ng ceremony to mark the 60th 
anniversary of the Battle of the 
Atlantic, and stated that it involved 
members of the Chesham branch 
in fact, we were about 30 miles out: 
it was the Cheshunt branch which 
was involved in the ceremony 






been removed from this pic- 
ture. 

The correct answer could 
win you £50. 

Complete the coupon and send it to 
Portsmouth PO1 3HH. Coupons giving 
correct answers will go into a prize draw 
to establish a winner, 

Closing date for entries is September 
14. More than one entry can be submitted, 














THE DECEPTION WAS 
HELPED BY A” DUMMY 
AUDACIOUS" SAILING 
WITH THE FLEET... 


.HER DEMISE WAS DESPITE THIS,GERMAN 
|WITNESSED BY THE INTELLIGENCE CONTINUED 
PASSENGERS AND CREW | FOR THE REST OF THE 
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the background? 
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Naval Quirks 


WHEN THE BATTLESHIP 
“AUDACIOUS” WAS MINED 
AND SUNK IN (9l4.. 
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MEMBERS of York branch made an 
emotional pignmage to the island of 
( rete, where they attended 


membrunce cet 


i MUres 
Cyc und 
were bowled over by the warmth ol 
the welcome 

York Public Relations Officer 
S/M Bernard Hallas said the visitors 
were “unprepared for the 
allection that was evident from the 
moment they boarded their aircraft 

Their first duty was the laving of a 
wreath, and this was done al the 
British and Commonwealth 
Cemetery overlooking the beautiful 
Suda Bay 

The wreath was land in memory of 
HMS York, HMS Warspite and the 
1504) men of the Fleet who died in 
the surrounding waters 

On being introduced to the Naval 
Attache from Athens, Capt Wills, and 
Bntish Consular staff on the island, 
ihe veterans were invited to attend a 
thanksgiving service at Chania 


shaw of 








° The British and Commonwealth war cemetery at Suda Bay on Crete, visited by members of the York branch 


Cathedral — and as they were the only 
Crete Veterans represented among 
dignitanes and defence attaches, they 
were invited by one of the bishops to 
join the semor officers at a buffet 
The next date was al a “simple yet 
beautiful” thanksgiving Ceremony on 
the heights of Galatas Hill around a 
sinking memorial consisting of a 
large square block of stone topped by 





a huge stone bow! 

The veterans listened as a local 
woman told the gathered crowd of 
how, When the island was overrun by 
Nazis, the nations which came to 
their and were the UK, Australia and 
New Zcaland, and that the memory 
of those who died for their freedom 
would be revered for eternity 

The ceremony ended with thou- 


Charity lay iS 


moneyspinner 


MEMBERS of Dorchester 
branch organised an 
Alexandra Rose Day collec 
tion in the town in early June. 

A magnificent total of £1 637 
collected through the 
branch's Flag Day, of which 
£410 was donated to Alexandra 
Rose Day to cover expenses and 
for the Alexandra Rose Day's 
special appeal fund. 

A further £450 went to both Age 
Concern Dorchester and the Digby 
Court Sensory Room Appeal 
Digby Court ts a residential home 
for children who have severe 
learning disability and frail health. 

Both these local charities have 
provided support for Naval fami- 
les in the past. 

Goulds of Dorchester provided 
space in their store window for a 
display to promote the Flag Day 


Va cds 





A CHURCH service and parade, 
social event in the afternoon, was organised by the 
Thurrock branch in Essex. 

The events were attended by shipmates from 
Frinton and Walton branch, who brought their 
standard, as did the representatives of the Grays 
Royal Aw Force Association and the Royal British 


Legion 


members of other ex-Service 


Tony Fish, Mrs Rose Kirk 
DSM 


is secretary of the Thurrock branch. 


at march-past 


followed by a 


including the Dunkirk standard 
somewhere in the region of 200 shipmates and 
associations Were In 
attendance, as were members of the Sea Cadet Corps. 
The salute at the march-past was taken by MP 
Andrew Mackinlay, who was accompanied by Cllr 
widow of Charles 
and semor member S/M Jim Christmas. 
[he parade marshal was S/M Norman Lowry, who 


® Dorchester branch chairman | 





Osborne outside Goulds 


of Dorchester with (from left) Hayley England (Digby Court), 
Wendy Hilton (Age Concern) and Margaret Allardyce (Goulds) 


(eels Ti Birthday bash 
for Bromley 


A GALA celebration, enjoyed by all including mem- 
bers of Thurrock and Maidstone branches, 


marked the 20th birthday of the Bromiley branch. 


branch. 


Kirk 


0208 462 4184. 


It began with a church service at which S/M Alan 
Clarke gave a refresher on the history of the 


The ladies then laid on a superb afternoon tea 
with delicious ‘eats’ in branch headquarters, TS 
Narvik on Bromley Common. 

The celebrations continued well into the evening, 
with dancing on the Main Deck to music by popu- 
lar duo Terry and Thelma, who quickly brought 
people on to the dance floor. 

Members meet on the first Friday and the branch 
always welcomes new recruits - further details 
from S/M Bob Puttock, the branch secretary, on 


Launceston go through hoops 





ST PETROC Sea Cadets at Padstow 
benclited financially from No 4 
Area's annual croquet match, organ- 
ised by Delabole branch at the 
home of branch president Rear 
Admiral Alec Wer. 

St Austell, St Mawgan, 
Wadebridge, Launceston, 
Falmouth, Portland and Exeter, 
along with Delabole, provided 14 
teams, with Launceston winning. 

Pictured are Launceston President 
Roger Richardson-Bunbury and 
secretary Richard Hart, with run 
ners-up David White, the National 
Charman, and Area Chairman 
Richard Debenham. Picture by Chris 
Hore 


sands of poppy petals being dropped 
from an aircraft 

“Both Michael Farrington (branch 
secretary) and |, along with many 
others, were privileged to share this 
emotional moment with the people of 
Crete,” said Bernard, who added that 
the tip was made possible under the 
Heroes Return scheme. 

Bernard was a Royal Marine serv- 


@® FORhis sterling work as Cardiff branch Public Relations 
Officer, S/M Peter Evans, an ex-LS and Royal Marine, was voted 
Sshipmate of the Year for 2003 and awarded the Tom and Joan 
Davies Shield by fellow members. He is pictured being presented 


ing in HMS Warspite at the bloody 
Battle of Crete, in May and June 
194]. when more than half the 70 
strong Allied marntime force was 
damaged or sunk repulsing German 
scaborne invasion forces and evacu- 
ating thousands of Allied soldiers 
from the port of Heraklion and open 
beaches despite incessant bombing 
attacks 





with the shield by branch president Lawrence Sheppard 
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Watch is 
reward 
for Allan’s 
hard work 


MEMBERS of the HMS Glasgow 
Associanon had @ special surprise 
for organiser Allan Mercer at their 
annual meeting at HMS Nelson in 
Portsmouth 

There was plenty to talk about 
during the 25th such mecting — not 
least the exploits of a number of vet- 
erans from the wartime cruiser who 
had travelled to Scandinavia at the 
end of Apnl to receive medals from 
the Norwegians, ansing from the 
rescue of the Kung and Crown Prince 
of Norway from Molde in 1940. 

A raffle was held during a break 
In proceedings all prizes were 
donated — at which point the Master 
of Ceremonies 5S/M_ Saunders 
requested that S/M Mercer take his 
place in front of the members 

Toasts were proposed to the 
Queen and the ship — then members 
rose to toast 5/M Mercer for running 
the Association — a member of the 
Federation of Naval Associations 
for the past 25 years 

“After the toast | was presented 
with a Rolex watch by one of the 
members for all the effort that I have 
putin,” said S/M Mercer 

AL least one future reunion will be 

ta different venue owing to build 
Ing WOrk 

“Owing to the refurbishment al 
HMS Nelson alter September 2005 | 
will hold our 26th reunion at the 
King Charles Hotel in Chatham for 
one year until | Know what is hap 
pening at Portsmouth,” said 5/M 


Mereer, who will be representing the 
Pederation and ship association at 
the International Festival of the Sea 
next year in Portsmouth. 
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To mark the 50th anniversary of Mevy Mews this year we are 
starting to put all our back numbers on CD and DVD - opening 
with the past 5 years, some of the most momentous we have ever 


Navy News was founded in 1954 purely to serve the Portsmouth 
Command. Within a few months its success allowed it to expand 
to cover the whole of the Service. 


Today it has at least a quarter of a million readers 
= probably many more as we have plenty of 
evidence of how a few copies may be passed 
around whole ship's companies, ex-pat 
communities and ex-Service associations 
who use its column to keep in touch with 
present developments and old shipmates. 


Foreign embassies and Press 
correspondents scan its pages, regularly 
picking up items they have missed through 
the usual lines of communication. 


Since it first entered the Communicators in 
Business annual competition in 1973 Mevy 
News has won over 100 awards without missing 
a unique achievement. Last year it 


won its third award from the Plain English Campaign 


You read it here first 


now you can read it all again. 


Email: cd@navynews.co.uk www.navynews.co.uk 


For further details contact: 


The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 


Queen Street, Portsmouth PO1 3HH 


Tel: +44 (0)23 9282 6040 Fax: +44 (0)23 9283 0149 
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Spanish fiesta 


for Cottesmore 


FASLANE-BASED minchunter HMS Cottesmore has cnjoyed a brief 


sicsta at the Spanish port of Vigo. 

This was the first forcign visit 
for the mine countermeasures ship 
after an intensive period of opera- 
tional and training activity. 

Anglo-Spanish relations were as 
warm as the weather when the 
ship’s company enjoyed some 
well-earned rest and relaxation in 
the historic town. 

The visit had a more serious 
side when the commanding ofh- 
eer, Lt Rob Pedre, accompanied 
the British Defence Attaché to call 
on the Mayor of Vilagarcia and lay 
a wreath for 14 Royal Navy sailors 
buried in the English Cemetery. 

Links between the Royal Navy 
and Vilagarcia date back to the 
Mh century when British war- 
ships anchored in the nearby 
Arosa Estuary. 


DO YOU NEED SEPARATING OR 
DIVORCE PENSION ADVICE? 


Specialist legal advice to Naval Personne! for 


a 
S/O 


01329 825617 or 023 8033 4661 


CONVEYANCING 

WILLS, PROBATE & TRUST 
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THIS YEAR'S RN Volunteer 
Band Festival, held around 
Portsmouth’s Guildhall, brought 
the usual hard-fought competition 
among the ten rivals 

The contest saw HMS Heron 
net the winner's laurels for best 
overall performance, along with 
best marching display. Sultan 
claimed the title for best Drum 
Major, while Nelson offered the 
best Drum Display. Drake's soloist 
excelled in their competition, and 
Collingwood’s Concert Band out- 
stripped its rivals. 





ifeelaan 
MEW & 
CLOVER 


For more details 
call one of our 
offices, or ernail 


via our website 


— | 


cotfinmew.co.uk 


FREE INITIAL 
ADVICE IN 
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carrying helcepie my eight landing up to top 
up to: 4 


THE SECOND of anew class of amphibious assault shi 
by BAE , HMS Bulwark joins erie ee HMS 
follow amphibious are abs: Ocean at her home vith is 


nithe Fleet, HiK Butwarkistaids 
ze etcongt 


Pacture: Devonport Phot Section | 





that still bolsters the 





60 vehicles. 


Service life on the up in Guz 


STEPS are being taken to improve 
the life for Service personnel and 
their families in the Plymouth 
area. 

A multi-million pound contract 
has been awarded to Falcon 
Support Services for the creation 
of en-suite single living accommo- 
dation in the Devonport base. 

In total 1,606 officers and rat- 
ings will benefit from the new style 
mess arrangements, duc to be 
completed in January 2008. 

Away from the base, the Naval 
Personal and Family Service 


(NPFS) have used a £50,000 grant 
to effect the relocation and trans- 
formation of a Plymouth commu- 
nity centre and pre-school for fam- 
ilies of RN personnel. 

An extremely tight deadline of 
just four weeks meant the Naval 
team had to pull out all the stops 
to ensure that the work was com- 
pleted on time. 

It is hoped that the newly com- 
bined centre will bring a closer 
community focus to the Widewell 
estate, providing a much needed 
joint facility for families. 


Had an Accident? 
Need Compensation? 
and Legal Advice? 


Contact:- 


0845 601 1260 


www.forceslaw.com 


For a free 30 minute 
initial diagnostic 
interview with 
Lawyers experienced 
in the Armed Forces 





or 023 9238 8021 . 
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on separate Motor Breakdown Cover 


Save Money 


*All new Motor Insurance customers will now 
have Motor Breakdown assistance included 
PLUS a guaranteed courtesy car 

following an accident. 
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Seafarers’ 
freedom 
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S 
priority for 


Princess 


THE PRINCESS Royal, Princess Anne, spoke out against 
over-zealous interpretation of tough new maritime securi- 
ty rules at the annual meeting of the Mission to Seafarers. 


“It would be hard to over- 
estimate the importance to 
seafarers of shore leave after 
weeks cooped up at sea, even 
if it is just for a few hours,” the 
Princess told her audience. 

“But in some places the oppor- 
tunity to get ashore is being denied 
them. This is particularly the case 
in the US where, perhaps not sur- 
prisingly bearing in mind recent 
events, security is particularly 
tight.” 

The Princess highlighted the 
recent story of a Russian sailor 
who had been arrested and 
deported after using a telephone 
box yards from his ship before his 
papers had been checked. 

She added: “Hopefully this is an 
extreme case, nonetheless, many 
crews on ships berthing in US 
ports are not allowed ashore.” 

She accepted the necessity for 
increased security in all walks of 
life, and that shipping could not be 
distinguished from other areas, 

She praised the International 
Maritime Organisation, a United 
Nations shipping body, for its swift 
implementation of the 
International Ship and _ Port 
Facility Security Code, but feared 


for over-zealous interpretation of 


the new rules, 

“It would be sad indeed if the 
people we depend on, and who give 
up so much in the way of an ordi- 
nary family life, to bring us so many 
of our daily needs were to have 
their lives made even harder.” 

She was concerned that the new 
rules might also restrict the access 
of chaplains to crews, saying: “For 
many seafarers access to a chap- 
lain is vitally important for their 
well-being, and in some cases it is 
literally a lifeline.” 

She stressed the help that the 
Mission had provided around the 
world to stranded and abandoned 
Crews, 


FAA Museum 
lends an ear 


A NEW interactive exhibit at the 
Flect Air Arm Museum in 
Yeovilton invites people to 
become part of the BBC's Peoples’ 
War. 

Visitors can cither add their 
own or access the recorded mem- 
oirs of veterans of D Day and 
World War Il, gathered together 
by the BBC for the Peoples’ War 
archive. 

Anyone wishing to record their 
own storics will be allowed into 
the museum free of charge. 


Cossack hero 
makes his mark 


ARUN District Council in West 
Sussex have unveiled a plaque to 
commemorate the wartime home 
of a hero of HMS Cossack. 

Lt Cdr Bradwell Turner was the 
first person to board the infamous 
German prison ship, Altmark. 

After the capture of the Graf 
Spee, rescued sailors told that 
some 300 of their fellow mariners 
were held within the Altmark. 

After a tense encounter, HMS 
Cossack foreed the German ship 
aground and a boarding party 
began the search for the sailors. 

After a head-to-head with the 
enemy that left four Germans 
dead and others wounded, the 
Altmark’s crew fled ashore leaving 
the British sailors to explore and 
discover 299 men emprisoned in 
the bowels of the ship. 

A few days after this heroic res- 
cuc, Lt Cdr Turner's wife gave 
birth to his daughter Fiona at their 
Litiehampton home, the site of 


which now bears a bluc plaque. 





e Governor of the British Virgin Islands, Thomas ‘Macan) inspects 
the guards escorted by PO(AWW) Dobson = Picture: LA(Phot) Jack Russell 
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Police call-out 
THE BRITISH Virgin Islands 
Police Force sent out a call for 
help to Type 23 HMS Monmouth, 

The Devonport-based frigate is 
on deployment in the Canbbean 
involved in counter-drug opera- 
tions, but was glad to lend a hand 
to the local police for a different 
purpose. 

A 12-man guard of honour was 
supplied to take part in the Royal 
Salute to celebrate the Queen's 


| birthday on the island of Tortola. 
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CND’s EXECUTIVE 
Assistant, the Lieutenant 
Formerly Known As Scratch, 
was clearing out his drawers, 
having been deleted. That ts, 
his billet’s been deleted; he’s 
still OR. 

Anyway, he discovered a 
Commissioning Booklet for 
HMS Centurion on October 16 
1970 — any of you inmates still 
out there? 

Made interesting reading, | 
thought, and it happily diverted me 
from doing anything remotely con- 
structive for half an hour. 

Opening paragraph: “A large, 
modem office block” (it's still large 
and it’s still an office block) .... 

“A far cry from the ship of that 
name in which Lord Anson sailed 
round the world in the [8th century” 
(you don't say) .... 

“Although the establishment can 
hardly hope to parallel the heroic 
achievements of Anson's men, it has 
nevertheless some of the most vital 
tasks in the Royal Navy today” (how 
very flattering). 

Ship's Company was over 700, 
about a third uniformed, administer- 
ing over 70,000 naval personnel. 

[ then started to tot up the com- 


Round 
the buoy? 





By Cdr Simon Thomas, 


Deputy CND 


bined E DS/AFP. AA/ICND telephone 
directory to see how many we have 
administering today’s 41,500, but 
lost the will to live on page 5 of 40. 
Short attention span — it’s me age y" 


know. 
| also discovered that the 
PCK Staff (Processor 


Controlled Keying) per- 
formed, on average, some 


13 million key depressions a 
month. 


We depress far fewer people 
today, so I guess we've moved on. 

And that’s it, really. 

Moving on. Port Drafting was 
replaced by General Service Drafting 
in 1957, and HMS Centurion was 
established at Lythe Hill House, a 
country estate in Surrey — nice work 
if you can get it — hoovering up the 
rest of the Navy between 1970 and 
1980. 

Have we gone full circle with the 
Waterfront Manning Offices? 

In 1957, | was just getting to grips 
with Noddy and Big-Ears (nearly 





cracked it now) so I can't say, but | 
doubt that there’s much resemblance. 

The WMOs have a very focused 
role in the local movement and man- 
agement of personnel, not just junior 
rate squads, and are a vital part of 
Harmony and efficient deployment. 

As for Drafty, “Career 
Management 4 Us” for all the non- 
commissioned Naval Service, and 
integrating the officer and 
rating/other rank corps by Branch, as 
trailed by CND in June's issue, is a 
key step forward. 

And it's not just a cosmetic exer- 
cise, as there are fewer distinctions 
between the two structures than you 
might think. 

In deployment terms, for example, 
over the last couple of years an aver- 
age of around 35 per cent of the rat- 
ing trained strength was on MTA 
(RIP) but, particularly in the Warfare 
Branch, many officers can be at sea 
substantially until their late 30s and 
beyond. 

When the Joint’ Personnel 
Administration (JPA) system comes 





‘He must be demonstrating ‘penalties'!' 


on line in 2006, much of the termi- 
nology changes — out go drafts and 
IppointimMents. In COMe Assignments 
for everyone. 

We are already in the process of 
retutling all deployers as Career 
Managers, so what does carcer man- 
agement mean to the RN rating/RM 
other rank corps? 


Actually, it means as 
much to you as to the officer 
corps if you choose to make 
it so, and it’s a two-way 
commitment that needs 
your active engagement. 

Officers routinely enjoy a person- 

al, regularly face-to-face, relation- 

ship with their Appointers — sorry, 
Career Managers. 


The sheer numbers game pre- 
cludes doing exactly the same for rat- 
ingVORs below WO], but let's look 
at what is available to you, 
Accepting that a good deal of bust- 
ness is conducted at the waterfront 
for JRs, the various media are there 
for everyone to exploit — telephone, 


eMail, DPFs. C240s and the 
Regional Drafting and Careers 
Advisers (RDCAs). 


Drafty talks to customers person- 
ally and has as comprehensive a pro- 
gramme as possible of roadshows 
and clinics: to the naval bases, air 
stations and major establishments. 
Armed with laptop technology, the 
RDCAs - who have counselled 
around 40 per cent of the trained 
strength each year since October 


2001 - are expanding their Outreach 
to take in the more remote outposts. 

A lot of that counselling may well 
be job options and availability (the 
DA of KDCA), but the system is 
there to provide as much CA as you 
need. 

There are lots of opportunities out 
there to be seized — you can make 
WO in your early thirties and you 
can be promoted to officer, via cither 
the Upper or Senior Upper Yardman 
schemes, between the ages of 17 and 
46, 

So, even when you reach Warrant 
Officer Class |, there are both gradu- 
ated employment challenges and fur- 
ther promotion opportunities, 

Aim higher than you think you can 
reach. 
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Our € ever popular range is back! You have a fantastic opportunity to be the proud wearer of the redesigned Royal Navy Ensign Logo. 


Come and see 


Classic Polo Shirt 


Short sleeve contrasting tipping detail on collar and cuffs, 
stand up collar. Side vents. 100% Cotton. 
Available in Navy with Red tips or Navy with White tips with 


Royal Navy White Ensign. 
Sizes to fit; 


MOM UE PO POSTAGE | 
EU Povtuge £16.00 
Overweas Powage (15.00 — 


S: 387 M: 407 L: 42/44" XL: 467 XXL: 48° 
£24.99 inc p&p UK 


usiness Manager, Navy Ne 






0 ma 
a 


lo order apis ponone 023 92 
Tne.B WwW 


A 


ryrirtir BEE ra ry rs 

7 Gf f ul i] iia , t qg — 
et all 

oo , : : 


82 6040 — or 
Port 


S, smouth PO1 3HH 


iets ie 57 betas 


write to: 





*T Re] 
. 4 
ae: 


a 


= <= 
a 
i 
Se ie, 





Chepceart payebke fo Aly Aker to ace 
Chegun/internutora! Money Order in 





= tay *- 


> Fi aa~3~ heey ; 


{ Sterteg aed dren of UK bask OF fer 
Pele Ute [he Coupon on page 4 Peddie note derri chown mot actus! 









Baseball! Cap 


Classic Rugby Shirt 
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It is a well known fact that a high percentage of body heat is lost 
through the head. So on cold days, keep your temperature 

toasty under one of our Thinsulate™ lined beanie hats. Stylishly 
embroidered with the Royal Navy logo. Made from 100% acrylic, 


£7.99 inc p&p UK 


% When the summer sun beats down, shade your eyes with one of 
: our stylish baseball caps. Made from 100% brushed cotton to 
keep your head cool; this high quality baseball cap is 
embroidered with the Royal Navy logo and is available in Navy 
Blue, Buckle adjustment ensures one size fits all! 


£9.99 inc p&p UK 


Short sleeve with traditional collar. Side vents 


Twin needle hems and taped shoulders. 100% ring spun 
cotton. Available in White and Navy or Red and Navy. 
Embroidered Royal Navy White Ensign. 
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BATTLES OF THE ROYAL NAVY 


In order to commemorate 
the bicentenary of 
The Battle of Trafalgar, 
the theme for the 2005 calendar 
is Battles of the Royal Navy, 
featuring 12 battles from the 
18th to the 20th centuries and 
the ships and units involved. 


Tastefully designed, and finished 
with high grade gloss cover 
and matt coated inner pages, 
this popular format is practical, 
informative and modern. 

For this year the Navy News 
calendar features a new, easy to 
use, ‘Day Planner’ format. 
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Vedas 


TRAINERS at a long-established Naval landmark in 
Gosport are used to working under pressure — quite 


literally. 


Since 1954, in their safe hands, every potential RN sub- 
mariner has had to undergo the rigours of the 10-storey, 


30 metre (100 foot) deep 
Submarine Escape 
Training Tank (SETT) 
before they can qualify. 

And that includes the 
second Sea Lord himself, Vice 
Admiral Sir James Burnell- 
Nugent, who went on to 
command HMS Olympus and 
Conqueror. 

The admiral was among 
those who witnessed a 
demonstration of escape drills 
and breath-hold techniques at 
the SETT’s Fort Blockhouse 
location to mark its 50th 
anniversary. 

Around 2,500 submariners 
a year are currently trained in 
the tank, which was commis- 
sioned specifically to teach 
submariners escape tech- 
niques in the unlikely event of 
a submarine accident. 

Instructors (all submariners 
themselves) undergo a three- 
month training period, 
followed by a continuous 
development programme of 
up to 78 months. 

“We teach them a technique 
of breath-holding, so they can, 
if necessary, move through 
the water quickly without 
causing bubbles, which would 
completely obscure the view 
of other safety staff,” 
explained Officer in Charge 
SETT Lt Cdr Bob Mannion. 

Students start off making 
ascents from nine metres 
below the surface, graduating 
to 18 metres where, once the 
pressures were equal, the lock 
doors were opened at the 
demonstration, and the 
submariner emerged, exhaling 
all the way in the warm water 
to the top of the tank — which 
can hold 150,000 gallons. 

In a simple, but chilling 
display of the effects of pres- 
sure, the bag from the inside 
of a wine box was floated up, 
compressed to a third of its 
original volume, gradually 
emerging unscathed at the 
surface. Another, incorrectly 
compressed, rose rapidly and 
broke the water, flattened, in 
an uncontrollable fashion. 

“That's what a person's lung 
tissue would look like: no 
nerves around the lungs.” said 
Lt Cdr Mannion. 

Ultimately, students are 
taken to the foot of the tower, 
where they ascend using an 
orange immersion suit, replete 
with its own dedicated liferaft 
- another of the techniques 
demonstrated on the day. 

The Second Sea Lord, who 
had his first experience of the 
SETT in 1973 and, like all his 
fellow submariners, had to 
re-qualify periodically, 
recalled: “It was a difficult day. 

“You know it is going to be 
painful on the ears, and, 
against your instinct, you have 
to breathe out. It's a classic 
case of mind over matter. 

“There is also, of course, 
peer group pressure: no one 
wants to be the first person to 
opt out.” — 

The equipment has changed 
over the years, he added, with 
constant improvements in 
design and techniques. 

And safety? As someone 
said on the day: “With all our 
training, it's more dangerous 
driving out of here than being 
in a submarine — especially in 
Gosport.” 





@® HMS Charity in action darias the Korean War, a Beistiog ig 


Edward Boyle 


Charity arrests 
at museum 





e Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral Sir James Rimmel Nugent (centre 


left) watches training at the SETT 


Picture: Lis la Gary Davies 


Inverness joins veterans 


MINEHUNTER HMS Inverness, now due to be paid off in the next 
two years, visited Bangor in Northern Ireland for the recent D-Day 


commemorations. 





Members of the ship’s company joined veterans and the local 
RNA to march through the town centre, after a drumhead cere- 


mony. 


The warm welcome from the local people was reflected when 
the Naval ship opened her doors to visitors, attracting some 3,000 
curious folk to see around the Sandown-class mine countermea- 


sures vessel. 


A highlight over the visit was the unveiling of a commemorative 
mosaic, attended by the American Consulate General Barbara 
Stephenson and Inverness’ commanding officer Lt Cdr David 


Bence. 


Kite’s short life not forgotien 


ALTHOUGH HMS Kite’s sad 
career in World War II lasted just 
two years. her adopted town of 
Braintree has kept her memory 
alive. 

This month sees the unveiling of 
a commemorative plaque remem- 
bering the 217 lives lost when Kite 


was sunk on convoy duties. 


Braintree District Museum ts 
keen to hear from anyone connect- 
ed with the ship who would be 
interesting in attending the event 
or providing material for an exhibi- 
tion on this loss 60 years before. 

Contact Andrew Gladwell at 
Braintree District Muscum on 
01376 325266. 


A PAINTING of the destrover 
HMS Charity, illustrating an inci- 
dent in which she was involved 
during the Korean War, has been 
presented to the Royal Naval 
Muscum in Portsmouth by veter- 
uns from the ship, 

Painted by Edward Boyle, the 
picture records the apprehending 
of a mine-laving junk during the 
Inchon landings in September 
1950. Together with a portfolio of 
memorabilia, it is being put on 
show at the muscum as part of its 
Korean exhibition. 

“We wanted to portray some- 
thing different to the usual ‘guns 
blazing, blood and guts’ Naval pic- 
tures,” said veteran Cee Harrold. 

The commissioning of the 
painting and its donation to the 
muscum arc thanks to former 
ship's company member Gordon 
“Jimmy” Green. Harry Eves, ex 
REA, apart from framing the fin- 
ished product, witnessed the inci- 
dent concerned. 

HMS Charity steamed 126,000 
miles during the Korean campaign 
and carricd the Emperor of 
Ethiopia to the UK in 1954, before 
being sold to the Pakistan Navy in 
1959 and being sunk during the 
India-Pakistan war. 





IT opened with a spectacle in 
the air and closed with one 
loo. 

Overcast skies failed to stop the 
two bookends to this year’s 
Faslane Fair — or the crowds turn- 
ing up for that matter. 

The annual public window for 
the people of Scotland to gain a 
little insight into the RN had the 
town of Helensburgh buzzing and 
a local charity very happy. 

The nature of the work down at 
HM Naval Base Clyde and the lim- 
ations of the site itself mean it 
cannot be practically opened for 
public show. 

so the Faslane Fair in neigh- 
bouring Helensburgh — a mix of 
mini Navy Days and town gala — is 
the sole opportunity for locals to 
see the base via pleasure cruises 
and a ferry boat to HMS 
Campbeltown, this year's visitor 
open for tours, at anchor in the 
Clyde, 

The fair is far from a local 
event. Indeed, much to the chagrin 
of some of Helensburgh’s 18,000 
residents, ‘out of towners’ bagged 
many of the 1,500 places for the 
tour boats heading off to 
Campbeltown and up to Faslane 
before they had a chance. 


_ it’s a measure of the 
importance of the fair to the 
community that just about 
every hotel and guest house 
was booked up, helped a lit- 
tle by hundreds of visiting 
sailors from NATO nations, 
in town ahead of a Joint 
Maritime Course. 


It would be easy to scoff at 
Faslane Fair compared with its big- 
ger brothers, the International 
Festival of the Sea in Portsmouth 
and Navy Days in Plymouth. 

But that would be doing it a 
great disservice. Beyond pumping 
money into the local economy it 
also helps a local charity. 

Proceeds from the event will 
help the Children’s Hospice 
Association of Scotland build a 
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Arctic expedition 
in forebear's 
frosty footsteps 


J 
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FEW people have set foot where Lt Cdr Mark Hankey will 
be trudging this month. Apart from his great, great, great 


grandfather. 

Mark joins a Roval Marines-led 
expedition back to the frozen 
wastes of Canadian Arctic where 
more than 170 vears ago his fore- 
bear, explorer Sir John Ross, 
sought the fabled North-west 
Passage in vain. 

A seven-strong expedition ts 
returning to the land of the 
Nunavut, the first British expedi- 
tion to the region since Ross and 
his nephew Sir James Clark Ross 
were there from 1829-32. 

The expedition almost met with 
disaster, Ross’ ship Victory and 
her crew were trapped in pack ice. 
Alter three years, they abandoned 
the ship and trekked 300 miles 
across the wastes to reach the 
open sea before they were finally 
rescucd, The expedition wasn't a 
total disaster: nephew Ross discov- 
ered the magnetic North Pole, 
which was nice. 

It's a story Mark Hankey knows 
well. It’s in his blood, but now he 
will experience some of the hard- 
ships his forebears endured. 

“It is daunting, but there's the 
adventurous spirit) in = me,” 
explained the reservist, who usual- 


ly oversees the Royal Navy's 
sprawling official website - 
www. royalinavy.mod.uk, 


“The Rosses were polar pio- 
neers, brave men and now I will 
have a greater understanding of 
what they went through. 

“It is dangerous. The whole 
party is going to be part of the 
food chain out there. Polar bears 
may look nice but they have paws 
the size of dinner plates and 
regard you as a snack, so we've 
been practising Our weapons train- 
ing. There will always be a sentry 
on guard.” 

Seasoned adventurer Dom 
Mee, a reservist in the Royals and 


° A Atbagniss alepley at the Pantene Fair 


hospice for sick youngsters, 

The fair has already provided 
£20,000 for the hospice, proceeds 
from the 2002 event and besides 
money raised this June, the charity 
is the Naval base’s chosen good 
cause for the year. 

For sailors the show is a rare 
chance to show off locally. Where 
else would it be fun to try on a 
nuclear reactor or sea survival suit, 
or get close to Subversion, the V- 
boat-shaped robot warrior? 

The only thing limiting the fair’s 
success — apart from the admitted- 
ly glum Scottish weather — was 
logistics. The site occupied by the 
show is small and the boats run- 
ning out to Campbeltown and 
along the loch to the base could 
only carry @ limited number of pas- 
scngers. | 

Stull for organisers and Naval 
leaders, it was a success: the weath- 
er failed to stop displays by a Lynx, 
a Search-and-Rescue Sea King and 
the Fleet Protection Group Royal 
Marines. 

“People here are conscious of 
the base, but there’s not the link 
that say Portsmouth and Plymouth 





@ /t Cdr Mark Hankey, who 
will tread in his ancestor's 
footsteps in an expedition to 
the Canadian Arctic 


a veteran of an almost successful 
bid to row the Pacific and a more 
successful slog around the Arctic 
ice paving the way for this sum- 
mers expedition, is in charge of 
the month-long exploration. 

Ross’ exploits have largely been 
overshadowed by Sir John 
Franklin’s ill-fated expedition to 
find the North-west Passage — the 
legendary route to the Pacific 
avoiding the Cape of Good Hope 
— two decades later which ended in 
disaster. 

“This story needs to be told 
fully. Ross and his crew's endeav- 
ours leave me numb with admira- 
tion,” said Dom. “This is truly an 
historic event.” 

The party - Dom, Mark, Cpls 
Barry Campbell and = Craig 
Haslam, C/Set Mark Cowell, Mne 
Cronin and civilian historian Susic 
Cox — is due back in Britain at the 
beginning of September. 
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enjov — the base here's not existed 
as long. So the fair’s about 
strengthening links between us and 
the community,” said outgoing 
Naval Base Commander Cdre 
John Borlev. 


Fair organiser Cdr Bill 
Jones — ‘Mr Faslane Fair’ - 
added: “The aim is to give 
people a fun day out and 
show them what the RN 
does in Scotland and tie the 
event in with a _ Joint 
Maritime Course so there's 
a lot for people to see. 


“But it’s also about the personal 
touch. There is one young lad in a 
wheelchair from Belfast who has 
been trying to get to the fair for 
years, Unfortunately he cannot get 
around a@ ship, so we got him into 
the base and crew from HMS 
sovereign chatted with him.” 

It's those touches, long after the 
displays by the paratroopers leap- 
ing out of a Hercules to open the 
fair and the Red Arrows screaming 
through the skies to close it, which 
people will particularly cherish. 
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or Duncan first 


EXT year the world will commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of Trafalgar, the most famous battle 
of the age of sail, and the Royal Navy will mourn 
the death of Nelson, writes Brian 








But 
place cight years earlier which 


another battle took 


anticipated the tactics of 
Trafalgar and also produced a 
stunning victory. 

This time the admiral, Adam 
Duncan, was not killed and lived 
for another seven years. His death 
took place 200 vears ago this 
month. 

Adam Duncan was born in 
Dundec in 1731 to a family of mer- 
chants’ and entered the Navy in 
1746. He was attracted by the pos- 
sibility of making large amounts of 
money through taking enemy 
ships, while at the same time gain- 
ing honour and glory by serving 
king and country. 

He began his career under a fel- 
low Scot, Captain Robert Duff, in 
the hunt for Bonnie Prince Charlie 
after the Battle of Culloden — like 
many lowland Scots, they had no 
sympathy for the Jacobite cause 

Duncan was taken up by the 
future admiral Augustus Keppel 
and distinguished himself at the 
capture of Havana in Cuba from 
the Spanish in 1762. 

After that his career was much 
interrupted, with long penods of 
half-pay and bouts of sickness, In 
1795, as a vice-admiral, he took 
charge of the North Sea Fleet 
operating a blockade of the Dutch 
ports — the Dutch had been con- 
quered by the revolutionary 
French and were now their allies. 

In May 1797 a great mutiny was 
in progress at the Nore in the 
mouth of the Thames, when the 
scamen attempted to improve their 
conditions, Duncan was obliged to 
confront the rebels in his own flag- 
ship, the Adamant. 

“My lads, | am not in the small- 
est degree apprehensive of any vio- 
lent measure yOu may have in con- 
templation,” he told them coolly 
“Though | assure you | would 
much rather acquire your love than 


Lavery. 


incur your fear, | will with my own 
hand put to death the first man 
who shall display the slightest sign 
of rebellious conduct.” 

He asked if any man was pre- 
pared to dispute this. One came 
forward and Duncan, six feet four 
inches in height and of ‘manly and 
athletic form’, grabbed him by the 
collar, held him over the side of the 
ship and said to the crew: “My lads, 
look at this fellow, he who dares to 
deprive me of the command of the 
feet!” 

The mutiny on the Adamant was 
soon settled, though it was sevcral 
weeks before the rest of the fleet at 
the Nore returned to duty. 

In October of that vear, Duncan 
was at Yarmouth with his fleet 
when he received news that the 
Dutch flect from the naval base al 
the Texel was out. 

By the 11th he was off the Dutch 
coast with a fleet of 16 small and 
obsolescent ships of the line and 
supporting frigates — very much the 
‘second team’ of the Navy, which 
had heavy commitments else- 
where, 


n equal number of 

Dutch ships was sighted 

sailing along the coast 

wlose inshore near the 
village of Kamperduin- or 
‘Camperdown’. 

Duncan, ignoring the naviga- 
tional dangers of the shallow 
waters and the conventional naval 
tactics of past decades, ordered his 
fleet into a headlong attack in two 
divisions — exactly the same 
arrangement used by Nelson at 
Trafalgar. 

The Dutch had a reputation for 
hard fighting and a bloody battle 
ensued. Even a hardened medical 
practitioner could come close to 
despair, especially when he was 
short-handed, like the surgeon of 
the Ardent. 

“Ninety wounded men were 





brought down from the action,” he 
recounted, “The whole cockpit, 
deck, cabins, wing berths and part 
of the cable tier, together with my 
platform and my preparations for 
dressings were covered with them. 
So that for a time they were laid on 
each other at the foot of the ladder 
where they were brought down . . . 

“Melancholy cries for assistance 
were addressed to me from every 
side by wounded and dying, and 
pitcous moans and bewailing from 
pain and despair. 

“In the midst of these agonising 
scenes, | was able to preserve 
myself firm and collected, and 
embracing in my mind the whole of 
the situation, to direct my attention 
where the greatest and most essen- 
tial services could be performed. 

“Some with wounds, bad indeed 
and painful, but slight in compari- 
son with the dreadful condition of 
others, were most vociferous for 
assistance.” 

Eleven out of 16 Dutch ships of 
the line were captured. [he Battle 
of Camperdown was an immense 
boost to British morale when the 
war was going badly elsewhere. 

It was the most decisive naval 





actics 


@ Victory at Camperdown, 1797 — but Adam Duncan (right) 
was soon overshadowed by Nelson 
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victory of the age so far and a step 
towards the principle, usually 
attributed to Nelson, of annihilat- 
ing the enemy. 

There was national rejoicing, 
Duncan was made a Viscount, was 
showered with gifts from corpora- 
tions and guilds, and Parliament 
voted him a pension of £2,000 a 
year. 

He retired and bought the estate 
of Camperdown near Dundee, 
where he diced. Unlike Nelson, he 
had no flair for publicity and he 
fought only one major battle. 
Nelson’s star began to rise less 
than a year later with his great vic- 
tory at the Nile and Duncan was 
soon overshadowed. 

The Royal Navy has never quite 
forgotten him, though. Several bat- 
tleships were named after him over 
the vears, followed by shore bases 
in Scotland. 


1Bormn and educated in 
Scotland, Brian Lavery is Curator 
of Ship Technology at the 
National Maritime Museum. 
Among his many books is the 
much-reprinted Nelson's Navy: 
the Ships, Men and Organisation 
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AGAIN FOR 
GRAFTON 


ABBA tribute band Bjorn Again highlighted a show for 
the ship’s company of HMS Grafton in Muscat, Oman. 

Combined Services Entertainment, the official providers of live 
shows for the MoD, also included comedians and dancers in the 
package for the Type 23 frigate — herself currently starring in the 
new ITV RN drama series Making Waves. Shortly after, HMS 
Somerset relieved Grafton as part of the Royal Navy's continu- 
ous presence in the Arabian Gulf, assuming patrol duties in the 
multi-national maritime coalition effort supporting the new Iraqi 
regime. 

CSE is part of the Services Sound and Vision Corporation 
whose main aims are to entertain, boost morale and help in the 
training of British Armed Forces around the globe. 

SSVC provides them with radio, television, live entertainment 
and cinemas. 

And as the live entertainment arm of SSVC, CSE produces and 
organises around 43 tours a year amounting to 140 live shows 
performed on military bases and Naval ships. 

Among the top pop stars who have recently performed are 
Geri Halliwell, Steps, Claire Sweeney and Liberty X. 

CSE produced and organised the first live shows in Iraq and 
Kabul and routinely send out others to Kosovo, Bosnia, the 
Falkland Islands, Cyprus, Oman and HM ships deployed through- 
out the world. 
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HAVE YOU CONSIDERED ADVERTISING ON OUR WEBSITE? 
Now you can reach a truly global audience! 
To find out more contact: Sheila Thompson 
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FOR SALE. 


Private Investigation & Bailiff Agency 


Established 1987. Proprietor now retiring on O.A.P. 
Fully described on website: 
http://mysite.freeserve.com/townsendsU K 
Operable from: home or office, within Cornwall, Devon. 
Somerset areas. 

Training provided 
For full prospectus contact 01752/776229 or 07813/631722 
or E.Mail: townsends @ manadon.fsworld.co.uk 


SKIPPER REQUIRED 


72° vacht based in Limassol. 
Superb accommodation. 
Salary by negotiation. 
Retainer paid over winter period. 
Applicants will need to have 
| considerable seagoing experience 
| in responsible position, with 


relevant qualifications for this post. | 


Would suit 
ex naval Officer/Senior NCO. 


In first instance send CV stating | 


experience and availability to: 


P J Barter, Algars Barn, Walcot | 





023 9275 6951 


Www.navynews.co.uk or telephone 07748654083 


Develo Ma 


Whippendell Marine Business Development Manager 
—S Excellent Basic + Car + Benefits + Bonus 


Progressive Engineering Group seeks a Business Development Manager to lead | 


its naval defence sales in this newly created senior role. 


Candidates will have a proven background in naval defence sales or have been 


members of the Royal Navy with managerial responsibility. They will have excellent | 


communication and presentational skills. A good understanding of electrical contro! 


and distribution systems is essential, as the role will involve technical sales. The | 


role is client focused and candidates must be prepared to be on the road, meeting | 


customers face to face. Based in our Brighton office, candidates will probably live | 


within the south or south east of England. 


For full details please visit our website at http://www_.whippendell-marine.co.uk 








Or contact : Mr. D. Swabey, Group Managing Director, 
Whippendell Electrical Ltd, Whippendell Road, Watford WD18 7PU. 
E-Mail : david@whippendell.co.uk 
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Green, Diss, Norfolk, [P22 5SR | 


Full Time Reserve Service 


tS ee ee (Limited Commitment) 

y ye SZ. for emp loyment ina . 
5 ee specified location ROYAI 
ro | for 3 years MARINES 

~ with prospects for further 


2 year commitments. 


POLIGE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 
New Leaf Education 
Tel: 01302 859954 


PO) Box 460, DONCASTER DN4 9XL 
www.newleafeducation.co.uk 


Diving Thaitand 
Resettlement courses for anyone 
sexing a change of career, Job 


placement ava lah Dip 


wale! 
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MOBILE TRAINER - RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
= C£17,000 plus £2,649 disturbance allowance 
= Home-based with extensive travel around UK & Republic of Ireland 


The RNLI's volunteer crews risk all in often truly treacherous conditions to save lives at sea. 
This calls for extraordinary levels of courage and bravery - and an in-depth knowledge of radio 
communications equipment and procedures too. Our crews need to put those skills to work quickly 
and effectively. This is where you come in. 

Travelling to lifeboat stations across the UK & Republic of ireland, you'll prepare, deliver and 
assess training to help our crew members in the use of radio communications equipment and procedures, 
specifically GMDSS/DSC equipment. We'll give you a Mobile Training Unit equipped with everything 
you need, though it'll be your responsibility to keep both the vehicle and its equipment well maintained. __ 

This is an autonomous role, so you'll need to be highly self-motivated and able to plan your own 
workload. The flexibility to be away from home during the week for most of the year is important, 
as is a clean driving licence. Of course, you must have specialist knowledge of marine radio equipment 
and relevant instructional qualifications, or have equivalent experience as a radio operator and 
instructor. Excellent communication skills are also paramount, as you'll be working with people of all 
ages and from all backgrounds. So it’s absolutely critical that you can adapt your training to their 
particular needs, as you build a real rapport with every crew member. 


Let your expertise help us save lives at sea. For an application form and recruitment pack, 
please contact our 24-hour recruitment line on 01202 663146 or email: rjegerow@rnli.org.uk 
Alternatively, you can request a pack by writing to Renee Jegerow, HR Administrator, HR Department, 
RNLI, West Quay Road, Poole BH15 1HZ. 
quoting reference: MTR/1684/NN/07.04 


Closing date: 6 August 2004. RPK 


Lit 


Lifeboats 





www.rnili.org.uk 


Repgittered Charity No 209601. 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities 


M A IB 


MARINE ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION AREANCH 


Principal Inspector of Marine Accidents 


£54,555 


Southampton 


(more may be available for an exceptional candidate) 


The Marine Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB) is an expert unit responsible for investigating the circumstances and causes of all types of marine accidents, both to 
ships and people on board them. A distinct and separate branch within the UK Department for Transport (DfT), the MAIB does not enforce laws or carry out 
prosecutions. Their fundamental aim is to improve safety at sea and prevent accidents. 


Reporting to the Deputy Chief Inspector of Marine Accidents, the successful candidate will have management responsibility overseeing the 
day-to-day case load of a team of Inspectors and the conduct of investigations and will deal with a wide range of interested parties both nationally 


and internationally. 
Candidates should: 


¢ be master mariners, preferably with command experience; or a Royal Navy 
Seaman specialist with Destroyer/Frigate command experience 


e have shore-based senior management experience 


¢ be able to provide effective leadership and oversight of a broad range of 


marine accident investigations 


¢ demonstrate strong analytical skills backed by proven intellectual rigour and 


excellent report writing abilities 


serious accidents 


¢ have the interpersonal skills to work with people from a wide variety of 
backgrounds and the sensitivity to deal with the emotional consequence of 


* have a reasonable level of computer literacy 


¢ be prepared to travel occasionally throughout the UK (for which a full driving 


licence will be needed) and overseas. 


The post is offered as a full-time permanent civil service appointment. The starting salary will be £54,555, although more may be available to an exceptional 


candidate. 


Applicants must be British citizens as this is a Reserved Post. 


DfT is an equal opportunities employer. Under the Data Protection Act, the data provided on completed application forms will only be 
used for the specific purpose of human resources management. 


For further information and an application form (CVs alone will not be accepted); which should be returned by 


12 noon on Monday 23 August 2004, please contact Succession Planning Associates (Tel: 020 7235 7676 
Fax: 020 7235 7142 Email: John.Smith@SPA-uk.com), the MAIB's adviser, or for an electronic version 
of the job details and application form, visit the website at www.SPA-uk.com 


Previous applicants need not re-apply. 


OFF Bi poset FORCES, 
DREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF SEAFARER;, 
Co-ed Boarding & a 3-19 years (Boarding 6+ years) 
A TOP UK SCHOOL FOR GCSE & A-LEVEL RESULTS 
re = 


r We think there are 3 important points, above all others, ‘hat treks Onsen 
@ Ethelburgas your ideal choice as the boarding school for your child. | 
A Firstly, we understand the needs of service families and seafarers as we 
fy have been serving their needs for over 80 years. We have expenence in | 
H ensuring your child will settle well, be confident and successful. Our campus | 


is safe and away from city centre problems. Secondly, our boarding faciibes 


mare the best in Europe. Every bedroom has direct cial in/out telephone, voice 


a mail, TV/Video (on timer), music centre, hot drink facilities and much more. 


Many bedrooms are ensuite. Our house parents are friendly and caring. 


q. Thirdly we have a history of being a Sunday Times 


Top UK Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results 
UK Top 100 Preparatory School for Academic Results 


Hl We have invested over £18m in new facilities and offer a huge range of 
# sports, music, equestrian, and recreational facilities. Over 98% of our 


A-Level students go on to University. Telephone for a prospectus, video and 
details of special 20% Remission. (Email: remember@compuserve.com) | 
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PLEASE CONTACT US NOW 


FOR OUR NEXT 
RESETTLEMENT FEATURE 


Tel: 023 9272 5062 ~ 023 9273 4226 or 0273 9275 6951 for details. 


THE DUKE OF YORK’S 

ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL 

DOVER 
‘Looking forward with confidence —- 
looking back with pride’ 
The unique boarding school for 
children of service personnel. 
Founded in [S03 


* Excellent exam results across o broad curriculum and 


high expectations in all that we do, 


* Outstanding facilities and a strong reputation in sport, 
music snd crams, 


* The school ix 100) boarding for 300 pupils providing 
precisely the caring. secure and stable environment 
necded for service children. 

Enquiries to: 

The Headmaster 

The Duke of Vork*’s Kowal Military School 

Dover, Kent, CTIS SEQ 

fel: O1304 245024 Fax: 01304 245019 


E idixed fers for 
Email: headmaster© dovrms.com A daughter 


Applications for Sept 2005 to be with the registrar 
before the 31st October 2004, 


of serving wl retiree 


ame Peronnel, 


BOOK NOW FOR OUR NEXT 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE ROYAL FOREST of DEAN | 
Sub Post Office with greetings cards, stationery, confectionary. 
Dry Cleaning and Photographic agencies. 
Detached three bedroom house, garden, double garage. 
Excellent hours. 
Post Office salary £26,400, retail Sales £13,800 pa. 
Private Sale £249,950. More information: 01594 833135 
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LOST MEDALS 
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WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 


RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 


Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street, London WC2H 7HA 


TEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 7930 1152 


e mail:rdhmedals@aol.com www.rdhmedals.com 


WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 


Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting. 


56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61] SLL 
Tel: 01527 835375 = Fax: 01527 576798 
Local Rate UK Only: 0845 6582001 
MEDALS PROFESSIONALLY MOUNTED COURT OR ORDINARY STYLE. 
FULL SIZE REPLACEMENT AND MINIATURE MEDALS SUPPLIED, 
MEDALS DISPLAYED. RIEBONS ASD ACCESSORIES ALSO AVAILABLE. 
SEND SAE FOR LATEST CATALOGUE 


Order online using our secure website www.worcmedals.com lv | 


E-mail us at wms@ woremedals.com 


ONAL SERVICE MEDAL SUEZ CANAL ZONE MED, 


PLEASE CONTACT US “2 Dimless cat. 
PCE NONE DE IS ae ae vec 


dies 





_M iscellanee us | 


| Worship drawn 


NAVY NEWS, AUGUST 200M 37 
ys * 
Tal» 











WHITE PILOT SHIRTS RNA, RIM____ v2.40 
SWEATSHIRTS RNA, PUM, NAWY, GREY, __ 15.50 
SEND FOR FREE LAT = 
ALL UK ORDERS £1.00 P&P 
11, Dalohead Drive, Shaw, lances. OL? BJT 
Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 
piglesriat scar ors CO.UK 


NATO or any 


or painted to 

order by = 
Ossie Jones 
{5 Ashbourne T=, 


97m LEl-1Si(0) +r + 
1 Speqep x wdws | 


Wright & Logan 
Al 

the Royal Naval Museum, 

Portsmouth 


Telephone: 


023 9282 6682, i 









www. Wrightandlogan.co.uk 
Rachel @victory2005.co. uk 








=== a 


SPSL GPSS SASS CSSA TCA SSCL LCST CATH CHT 


PSSST GSS SSS SGPS SSS SSS SCLC SCSP SCHLTR SSCS PCCP SHALES SLPS PHC PLT 


| EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR | 


Competitive prices - 
embroidered polos from £6.00, 
at mee Eokaty 


No set up 


SPECIAL OFFERS TO HM FORCES (INC FREE T-SHIRTS) 


BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 
48 Old Lone, Barkenthow, Brodford BD11 2X 
Tel: O1274 babar Fax: 01274 652524 


co uk 
c- mare ealecOincmasa eh uk 


MOTORCYCLE COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY SERVICE 
We can collect and deliver your 
| motorcycle/scooter to any uk address. 
All bikes are fully insured whilst 
in our care. 


Special rates for armed forces. 
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Paintings of a particular ship, 
carried out by experienced artist, 
in either watercolour or oil, at 
reasonable prices which include 
framing and delivery. 
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JANE 40, PRETTY, petite & friendly. 
Seeks Serviceman for relationship. 
London/Exeter. Box Aug | 


SINGLE CURVY BLONDE, 36. 
Secks single 30's male naval penpal. 
Box Aug 2 


SHEREENA, HALF CUBAN. Seeks 
single, sincere penpal to write to, age 
35-45. Box Aug 3 


DARK HAIRED BEAUTY. Seeks 
sailor 30-38 GSOH for friendship/ 
relationship, Portsmouth/Hampshire 
urea. Box Aug 4 


SCOTS GIRL, CUDDLY, 31, blonde. 
Secking sailor for friendship and fun. 
Box Aug 5 


FRIENDLY APPROACHABLE, fun 
loving blonde looking for gentleman 
29-35 for good times and giggles. 
Photo. Box Aug 6 


FEMALE WANTS FRIENDSHIPS, 


Spintualist. Likes gymwork, reading, 
dancing & more. Box Aug 7 


ee ee ee 


SEXY, ATHLETIC, SLIM 24 yr old 
brunette. Secks attractive male for 
fun times. Photo appreciated. Box 
Aug § 


FEMALE 35, SEEKS male GSOH, 
fnendship/relationship. Box Aug 9 


STUDENT MIDWIFE (FEMALE), 
44. Secks genuine naval penpal for 
friendship. Box Aug 10 


GINNY, SLIM, BLACK HAIR, 
brown eyes. Seeks sailors for 
friendship. Box Aug 11 


BRUNETTE, 43, GSOH. Seeks 
suilor/manne penpals aged 39-45, 
Box Aug 12 


ADULT CONTACTS: Contact 
Mag for adults onl, 1,000 colour 
photos to choose from. Approval 
copy sent retum of post from: 
MATCHMAKER (X.10), Chorley, 
PR7 4BS or 01257-483335 

or karen@adultfun.co.uk 
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‘Carriers’ order 


TORS OT A 
‘perfect design 


DESIGNERS will continue work- 
ing on the fine details of the Navy's 
replacement aircraft carricrs for 
up to 12 more months in a bid to 
save time and money in building 
the ships. 

HMS Qucen Elizabeth and 
Prince of Wales, the ‘super-carriers’ 
which will replace the RN’s cxisting 
ino of Ark Royal, Illustrious and 
Invincible, were due to be ordered 
by the Government this summer. 

But Defence Procurement Min- 
ister Lord Bach said the design 
stage of the multi-billion pound 
project was being extended as 
spending money on perfecting the 
complex ships in the pre-construc- 
tion phase would save money in the 
long run, 

Defence firms Thales and BAE 
systems are working on the design 
of the two ships which are likely to 
displace in excess of 40,000 tonnes 
and carry the punch of the Anglo- 
Amencan Joint Strike Fighter. 

Lord Bach said despite extend- 
ing the design assessment phase, 
the service dates of the two ships 

2012 and 2015 — remained fixed. 

“spending the mght amount of 
time and moncy in the assessment 
phase gives a better understand- 
ing of the technical and supply-side 
risks of a progamme,” the minister 
added, 

The final design and cost of the 
carriers — a budget of £3bn has been 
allocated for the vessels, which will 
be the largest and most potent sur- 
face ships built for the RN — will be 
scl by the MOD at the end of the 
asscssmcni stage. 

At the peak of construction, an 
estimated 10,000 people will be 
working on the carner project, with 
shipyards on the Clyde, Tyne, So- 
lent and Forth assembling the ships 
which will be based in Portsmouth. 

Work is already under way on 
the carnmers’ air defence escorts, 
the Type 45 destroyers, the first of 
which, HMS Daring, ts taking shape 
on the Clyde and in Portsmouth. 








A: Zippo Lighter 


Be proud of your country with this 


original zippo lighter. (fuel not 
included). 

Not sold to under 18's. 
Union Jack Zippo 

£24.99 UK 

Royal Navy Zippo 
£24.99 UK 
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B: RN Mugs 
Fancy a cuppa? 


Why not drink from one of our 
superb earthenware mugs. 


Featuring the new Royal Navy 
logo. 

Royal Navy mug 

£8.99 UK 








Lord, Howe's this goa 
new-look Nottingham? 


FOLLOWING an 13-month repair programme — completed ahead of time 
HMS Nottingham has formally been given the nod of approval to return to 
the fleet by Cdre Dick Twitchen, Commodore Portsmouth Flotilla. 
The Type 42 destroyer — pictured above on recent sea trials by LA(Phot) 
Dan Hooper — 1% descnbed by Portsmouth repair organisation Fleet Support 
Lid (FSL) as one of the most capable ships in the Fleet following her £26m 


overhaul, needed after her near-fatal collision with Wolf Rock, off Lord Howe 


Island, Australia, in July 2002. 

since her return to Portsmouth in December of that year, the ship's radar, 
communications and sonar equipment have been brought back to order, dam- 
aged compartments have been repaired and a major overhaul of the sections 
beneath the 4.51in gun (affected by being submerged) has been carried out. 

Commanding Officer Steve Holt, delighted at the successful outcome of 
two months’ sea trials, said: “We are now materially in a position to join the 
Neet and | am looking forward to leaving UK waters.” 

Following a traming period for the ship's new 270-plus company during 
the autumn, Nottingham will be ready for operations early in the new year, he 
added 





C: Pin Badge 
NEW LOGO 
Be the first to wear 
the NEW Royal Navy 
Logo with this pin 
badge. Made with 










Approx: hand-laid enamel with a 
2cm high single pin fastening. 
£2.99 UK 
D: Stick Pin 
Approx: NEW LOGO 
4.5cm long 


Measures 4.5cm in length. 
Presented in a navy blue box. 


£4.99 UK 
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THE Navy’s senior officer 
performed the honours as 
new support facilities for 
the Gannet Search and Res- 
cue unit in Scotland were 
commissioned, ushering in 
a new cra. 

First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan 
West was guest of honour at the 
Prestwick-based formation, unveil- 
ing the 30.0000 litre fixed fuel instal- 
lation which provides the ‘gas’ to 
keep Gannet’s two Sea Kings ready 
for emergency missions. 

With the establishment ‘down- 
sizcd) and tts front-line anti-sub- 
marine warfare squadron gone, it 
would be casy to brand Gannet a 
sleepy backwater. 

But, says the unit's senior me- 
teorologrst and occanographer, 
Lt Cdr Angus Scott Dickins, the 
establishment remains a lively out- 
post of the RN, supporting search 
and rescue operations over a vast 
arca from Ben Nevis to the Isic of 
Man, out beyond the Irish coast 
into the Atlantic and cast to the 
Firth of Forth. 

Gannet’s crew were called ora 
245 times in 2003, and the a 
has not let up this year; carlier t 
summer, one of the Sea Kings was 
forced to make an unscheduled 
landing after a strike up to the ro- 
tor blades from a cliff face as crew 


tried to lower a rescue team to a 
fallen climber in Langdale Peaks. 
The Sea King was returned home 
slung under an RAF Chinook heli- 
copter. 

Five crews are stationed at Gan- 








IN one of the largest anti-ter- 
ror exercises staged in UK wa- 
ters, swarms of Rigid Inflatable 
Boats, jet skis and other fast 
craft were sent to attack Al- 
lied warships sailing out of HM 
Naval Base Clyde to test the 
reaction of sailors to this water- 
borne threat 

Royal Marines of the Fleet Pro- 
tection Group and MOD Police 
gave NATO sailors a salutary les- 
son in the threat posed by fast at- 
tack craft as the warships sailed off 
On exercise. 

since the devastating attack on 
the USS Cole off Yemen four years 
ago when suicide bombers blew 
a hole in the side of the ship and 
killed numerous crew, the ‘asym- 
metric threat’, as it is known, of 
terrorist attacks has demanded the 
attention of the world’s navies. 

And so as 50 warships gathered in 
Scottish waters for the largest Joint 
Maritime Course vet held, planners 
decided to throw the kitchen sink 
at vessels departing Faslane for the 
beginning of the exercise. 

Poles, Dutch, Turks, Britons 
- all were menaced by the FPG, 


aid rescuers 





® Just dropping in... A search and rescue demonstration by Gan- 


net's flight at the unit's May ball 


nel, operating two aircraft, one of 
which is always ready for rescue 
operations 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year. 

The rescue capabilities of the 
team have been enhanced by night 


vision goggles being provided, 
which aid missions considerably 


~ although the inclement Scottish 
weather does limit their use, New 
infra red technology ts being fitted 
to RAF search en ireicoe helicop- 
ters and it ts hoped RN Sea Kings 
will also receive the kit. 

“Gannet is different these days 


ill a 


Terrorists’ attack thwarted 
loch, stock and barrel 


whose normal task is to safeguard 
the Fleet from such attacks, as fast 
boats whizzed around the waters, 
while Swedish fast patrol craft did 
their best to fend off the marines, 

[he green berets chose the Rhu 
narrows, leading from Gareloch 
into the Firth of Clyde to attack. 

At just 200 metres wide, there's 
little chance to take evasive action 
here, it’s all about testing how alert 
crew are manning the guns. 

“Ships are often tested in anti- 
aircraft or anti-surface warfare, 
but since the Cole attack warships 
have been seen as more vulnerable 
to these sorts of fast boat raids,” 
explained Capt Aaron Fisher of 
FPGRM. 


“It's not entirely realistic. 
Attacks like this are very 
hard to simulate in an exer- 
cise environment. In the real 
world, the Swedes would 
have run over or rammed 
the fast craft.” 

The crackle of radio traffic in- 
dicated the warships were on the 
ball. “Identify yourself immediately 
or we will shoot.” “What are your 
intentions?” The commandos in 


® ‘You're getiing no closer...’ (Left) 
| A Swedish fast patrol vessel chas- 
~) =6es off an MOD Police launch simu- 
»| lating a terrorist attack in Gareloch 
and (above) crew of Turkish frigate 
Gediz man the aft machine-guns 


but very much alive and well,” said 
La Cdr Scott Dickins. 

“The establishment facilities 
have been withdrawn and the air- 
held facilities have changed, but 
the search and rescue flight is ex- 
tremely well used. 

“Despite the high level of op- 
crauional tasking, the flight has 
continued to make a great cffort 
to support the community — flying 
visits to local schools, attendance 
at galas. We've even been able to 
support conservation efforts in the 
Faslane arca allowing Defence Es- 
tale Managers to monitor red and 
roe deer numbers from a unique 
vanlage point.” 
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turn goaded the NATO sailors with 
gestures of defiance as the Swedish 
patrol boats struggled to keep them 
in check. 

Water cannons poured down on 
the FPG ‘terrorists’; crew in anti- 
flash aimed their heavy machine- 
guns at the boats swarming around 
them while their ships zig-zagged 
as best they could in such narrow 


Wilcrs. 


The NATO crews had been 
warned to expect an attack as they 
left Faslane; they were not warned 
another attack was to be launched 
later during JMC. The results of 
both will be assessed by the course 
planners. 

“We're testing ships when they 
are at their most vulnerable — when 
their weapons systems and sensors 
cannot be brought to bear against 
something so small, fast and ma- 
nocuvrable. Warships are much 
more comfortable in the open sea,” 
said Capt Philip Jones, joint diree- 
tor of the JMC staff. 

“This ts one of the most demand- 
ing threats to face. We're assessing 
how well crew track the terrorists 
and respond to them and see what 
lessons we can learn. 
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IT’S rare you get a new war- 
ship for £118m. 

Especially if it weighs in at 
20,000 tons, 

But crew of HMS Illustrious 
promise the 22-year-old aircraft 
carner will be barely recognizable 
from the ‘Lusty’ which left Port- 
smouth for Rosyth two years ago. 

Like an army of ants, hundreds 
of electricians, welders, dockyard 
staff, plus sailors, are swarming 
over the flattop as she’s given a 
Iresh lease of life. 

[t's not merely a case of upgrad- 
ing her weapons systems, accom- 
modating the Merlin helicopter 
and the GR9Y Harrier, revamping 
the messes and a fresh lick of paint 
for the veteran of the Afghanistan 
conflict 

Illustrious is also being turned 
into a ‘second Ocean’ - a back-up 
for the in-demand helicopter/com- 
mando carricr 

Lusty’s primary role will remain 
as a platform for the jump jet, but 
taking on board her own lessons 
[rom Afghanistan and Ark Kovyal’s 
experiences in Iraq, the carner will 
be able to better serve as a helicop- 
ler carrier and springboard for a 
Royal Marines amphibious assault. 

So what does it take to make 
such alterations? 9,000) tons of 
equipment and kit were stripped off 
the ship -— including her “ski jump 
Hight deck ramp and the huge gear 
wheel for the engines gear box 
(“It's the size of a small cottage,” 
pointed out Lt Colin Russell, Avi- 
onics Air Engineer Officer). 

1,.2() link plates — used to tie 
down aircraft in the hangar and on 
the flight deck — have been replaced 
to accommodate the Merlins and 
GRYs (heavier than their pred- 
ecessors); cxtra accommodation 
to house Royal Marines, complete 
with their Bergen kit bags, has been 
provided, as have special racks for 
the spare parts Merlins need, and 
changes to the magazines and lifts. 

“The important thing about 
this refit is flexibility. In the past 
weve just coped. Now Illustrious 
is designed to be a flexible strike 
carricr,” explained Jock Thomson, 
ship manager for Babcock, the firm 
which owns the yard and ts carrying 
out the revamp. 

When people talk about Lusty as 
a new ship, they mean it. The out- 


Sonar so 


ANOTHER ship reactivated this 
month at Rosyth ts Type 23 frig- 
ale HMS Westminster, whose crew 
have also just moved aboard as she 
comes to the end of a substantial 
refit of her own. 

Westminster will be the most 
capable of the 16 Duke-class war- 
ships when she returns to the fold 
of the Fiect at the end of the year 
after the overhaul also conducted 
by Babcock. 

The fngate is being fitted for 
Merlin helicopters, the third Type 
23 to be adapted (the aircraft re- 
mains grounded at the moment 
following an accident carlicr this 
year), as well as a new torpedo 
counter-measures system, cxtra 
bunk space to carry a full comple- 
ment of 201 crew, quicter air condi- 
tioning, and new 2087 sonar. 

Westminster is the first RN ves- 
sel to receive 2087, a ‘dipping’ so- 
nar which has a greater range and 
is better able to work in the envi- 
ronments the 21st Century Fleet ts 
operating in — closer to shore than 
the wide expanses of the North At- 
lantic the Type 23s were originally 
designed to serve in. 

“The result of all these changes 
is that we have a world-beating 
anti-submarine warfare ship. It's 
very exciting, said Senor Naval 
Officer Lt Cdr Tim Henry, who has 
now handed over command to new 
CQO Cdr Andrew Betton. 

“2087 is a stunning piece of 
equipment but it has to be used 
responsibly. The Navy is spending 
a lot of time working with environ- 
mental experts to ensure that the 
risk tO marine life ts minimised. Al 
times we will not use it because we 
don't want to harm the environ- 
ment we work in.” 

Before flooding up the dry dock 
which has been the ship’s home 
for months, Westminster's sponsor 
Lady Sally Livesay scrawled a per- 
sonal message of godspeed on the 

















side may look the same (besides a 
new third mast for new communica- 
tions kit), inside she’s been stripped 
bare and given a new look. 


“When I joined | thought 
‘A ship in refit — it'll be really 
dull,” said Lt Russell. “Far 
from it. There were just 47 
crew here, but there was a 
great buzz about the place.” 


“Just about every compartment 
has had something done to it. 
When people see her they will see 
a new ship and they will see where 
the money has gone.” 

LOM Parky Parkinson ts more 
than happy the carricr’s stuck in 
Rosyth; he lives in the town. A 
vetcran of Ark Royal in refit — also 


ar for Westminster 





he 


carned out here by Babcock - 
Says that job provided invaluable 
lessons, 

“I made 10 to 20) mistakes in 
Ark, but I can pass on my expert 
ences to the guys. You learn all the 
lime, you come up with ideas which 
may scem small but they can affect 
the way people live on board,” he 
said. 

AEM Michael Gordon, who also 
joined Lusty from Ark, added: “It's 
nice to sce what it takes to bring a 
ship up to speed. Back in Novem- 
ber she didn’t look like a ship — her 
hull was still red. Now she’s ercy, 
which ts important.” 

Now back in the water, with crew 
living on board, Lusty is in the clos- 








® Good luck, We in step... HMS Westminster's sponsor Lady Sally 


Livesay signs her ship with Babcock Marine managing director Joe 
Reilly and CO Cdr Andrew Betton before the dock was flooded up 


hull. Staff and crew joined Lady 
Livesay, who launched the frigate 
10 years ago, for tea under the ship 
before the sluices were opened and 
the dry dock was filled. 

“It is lovely to see the ship com- 
ing on so quickly — she really looks 
splendid and I’m certain that eve- 
ryone will enjoy moving back on 
board and returning to sea,” said 
Lady Livesay. 


oOMme thing (0 
THE myth and reality of the nauti- 
cal world author Patrick O'Brian’s 
created is explored with a weekend 
dedicated to the writer in Port- 
smouth Histone Dockyard. 

Russell Crowe's blockbuster 
Master and Commander has given 
O'Brian’s work an even wider 
audience, but the dockyard hosted 
weekends devoted to his novels 
long before the big screen too) 
interest. 


The frigate was the first to trial 
electronic charting and has become 
the first of the Fleet to be equipped 
with the fully-integrated WECDIS 
system to guide her around the 
Seven Seas, although paper charts 
will still be carried as a back-up. 

The £20m overhaul ts due to be 
completed this autumn with West- 
minster handed back to the Fleet in 
December. 


Crowe about 


A concert, including readings 
from ©’ Brian's work, talks and 
discussions about the Navy of the 
day and the art of writing a seafar- 
ing blockbuster, as well as dinner 
aboard HMS Victory, are all lined 
up for fans of the author — he died 
four years ago — between October 
1 and 3. 

Details of the weekend, priced 
£325 per head, from Trevor Car- 
penter on 023 9272 7583. 


ing stages of the refit — the latest in 
a continuous line of work begun at 
the yard with HMS Dreadnought 
MO years ago. 

Refits will continue once [Ilustri 
ous has returned to the fold of the 
Fleet; as Navy News went to press, 
Baboock won the contract to over- 
haul destroyer HMS Edinburgh 
and minchunter HMS Walney. 





ARE YOU OUR 
MISSING READER? 
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ious start to a new life 





| @ Roof with a view: WTR Karen Batehup looks up from Lusty’s hang- 
ar deck through the aft lift towards the flight deck, covered with tar- 
§ paulin and metal sheeting 


A plethora of bright ikeas 


IF you don't like the colour scheme, you know exactly who to 
blame. 

Lusty'’s crew have WTR Karen Batehup to thank for the colour 
scheme applied to carpets and walls in the messes throughout 
the carrier, one of the personal touches which will make the ship 
feel a little more like home on those months-long deployments. 

“The important thing is she's not battleship grey on the inside 
as well as the outside,” said Karen. “Admittedly there wasn't a Jot 
of choice. It was this or grey. And if it was left to the blokes, she 
would have stayed grey.” 

It's part of the revamp process with teams from Babcock, car- 
rying out I/lustrious’ refit, that crew are being consulted (within 
reason) on what they want to see in the ship. Savings made by 
the firm during the refit are being pumped back into Lusty to add 
these personal refinements. 

Habitability on land and at sea has long been Jack's gripe. It's 
difficult to make fundamental changes to a warship designed 
more than 30 years ago and built in the mid-1970s. 

But even small tweaks will improve the sailor's lot. Extra 240 
volt sockets for laptops, phone chargers and the like. Longer 
bunks (we're getting taller apparently), more TVs, video and DVD 
Overs even extra fridges in the messes, all make life better off 

uty. 

Oh and Ikea lights. Yes, after all those years the RN is finally 
getting rid of that awful chintz. Gone too is the hideous flowery 
pattern which used to adorn seats and sofas. 





Over 250,000 people read 
Navy News each month... 
but we know when 


there is one missing! 


IS THAT YOU? 
Declare yourself 
to your local 
newsagent and 
reap the rewards. 








NEWsaa—— 








Go on - go NOW! 
He's just ‘round 
the corner... 
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= Sea Cadets 









Young 
speakers | 
Tl 


sell to 
London's 


fi er : i 


@ LAST unit visited by Cdre Roger Parker as Commodore of the Sea Cadet Corps was Portsmouth's 
TS Alamein. Unit Chairman Lt Cdr G. Palmer presented him with a TS Alamein crest while the cadets 
gave his wife Valerie a bouquet. HMS Alamein has its headquarters at HMS Excellent, Whale Island, 
where Cdre Parker was previously Commodore. 


First class’ Sharon 


PO Martin Mayger (above) 
of Twickenham Unit was 
one of six cadets select- 
ed to make a presentation 
to an audience of London 
VIPs. 

MPs, teachers, police, 
councillors and youth 
workers were guests at a 
special evening celebrat- 
ing London's cadet move- 
ment, held at HMS 
President. 

As well as their own per- 
sonal experiences, the 
cadets dwelt on the educa- 
tional, sports, personal 
development and leader- 
ship opportunities that the 
| SCC offers. 

i : Martyn has been a Sea 

| : | Cadet for eight years and 
talked about his Duke of 

= i { =e 24 i his once-in-a-lifetime 
exchange with Bermuda 


%” a | T» | | cadets. 
| PVP iC On PAC ) ep “What I've enjoyed most 


is the responsibility, gain- 





Edinburgh Gold Award and 


VOTED best overall Royal Marine instructor in the | "!Ng confidence and get- 
country, Sgt Steve Foster of Hastings unit receives | Ng the recognition for 
the McCarroll Trophy from Col Paul Cautley, | Your hard work,” said 
Honorary Colonel Royal Marines Reserve. Martyn who is planning a 


gift for a 
good 
turn 


A LARGE block of wood was 
the somewhat unusual parting 
gift for Deputy Area Officer 
(Southern) Lt Cdr Graham 
Black as he retired to run a 
village Post Office in darkest 
Wales. 

As he had expressed an 
interest in trying wood turn- 
ing as a hobby, the staff also 
handed over a lathe and other 
tools — plus a useful book of 
instructions. 

He then enjoyed a straw- 
berries and cream send off in 
the wardroom of the destroy- 
er HMS Bristol, alongside 
which the cadets had just held 
their Southern Area Pulling 
Regatta. 








gets her reward 


“A FIRST class cadet who fully 
deserves this award” — PO 
Sharon Hay of Workington- 
based TS Vanguard receives 
the Lord Lieutenant's 
Certificate of Merit for Cadets 
from Col James Cropper. 
lop of the class in her qualifying 
exam to be rated Petty Officer, 
Sharon i also a sportswoman of 
note, with colours for netball, five- 
a-side football and swimming. 
She was the first cadet in her 
unit to gain a windsurfing qualifi- 
if n and has cna Member ol] 
Sca Cadet DL 
yu 








MEMBERS of TS Rebel's rac- 
ing squad receive a cheque 
for £1,000 from ex-Engine 
Hoom Artificer George Kirby, 
representing Colchester firm 
Essex Mason Regalia Sales's 
own charitable trust. 

The Rebel Trust supports 
the operation of vessels for 
disadvantaged youngsters 
from Essex and some 
London areas, to learn and 
be trained for professional 
RYA offshore and powerboat 
qualifications. 


www.navynews,co.uk 





ADMIRAL of the Sea Cadet 
Corps the Duke of York visited 
Newburn unit in Newcastle as 
part of a trip to the North East. 





or Alfie 


































He took the opportunity to pre 


sent the Sea Cadet Medal to Li 
Cdr Alfie Simpson in recognition 
of his 41 unbroken years of service. 


Li Cdr Simpson pouned Newburn 
unit as a cadet in 1962, moved up 
through the rates and finally 
became a Cadct Instructor in 1968. 
He was promoted Sub Licutenant 
in 1974 and Lieutenant in 1976 and 
after a period as Officer-in-Charge 
he was appointed in command of 
Newburn in October 1978. 

He remained there for ten years, 
being promoted  Licutenant 
Commander in 1954. 

Li Cdr Simpson was instrumen- 
tal in the formation of the 
Northumberland District Boat 
Station, later the Derwenthaugh 
Boat Station, of which he became 
Principal upon retirement from his 
unit. 

Dunng the season he gives ever 
weekend and most of his holidays 
to the training of cadets there. 

Prince Andrew also awarded a 
pennant to the current CO ofl 
Newburn, La Cdr Chris Matthews, 
in recognition of the unit's 
achievements over the past year. 

And he made Best District 
Cadet presentations to two Cadet 
Petty Officers — Martin Sims from 
Newburn (Best Cadet in 
Northumberland) and Lord 
Licutenant’s Cadet Ashley Tatum 
(Best Cadet in Tyne South. 


@Lt Cdr Alfie Simpson 
receives his Sea Cadet Medal 
from the Duke of York 


POWER! 


ORNCHURCH and 
Upminster unit's 


2004 canoeing 
team are pictured (oppo- 
site top) after their triu- 
umph at the Essex 
District Regatta. 

The event at Royal 
Victoria Docks saw them 
carry off the Senior Boys 
and Girls Doubles, the 
senior Girls Singles and the 
Junior Boys Singles and 
Doubles — plus the overall 
winners trophy. Eleven 
other units in the District 
took part. 

The crews will now com- 
pete against the rest of the 
teams in the London Area 
for the chance to qualify for 
the national regatta at 
Edgbaston. 

Meanwhile Northampton 
unit did well in pulling, 
powerboating and canoeing 
at the Eastern Area 
Combined Boatwork 
Regattas. The Senior Male 
Pulling Crew narrowly won 
their event over Newark and 


will now represent Eastern 
Area at the National 
Competition to be held at 
Birmingham in September. 

Northampton canoeists 
gained silver medals in the 
200m medley and marathon 
while the powerboat han- 
dling team and the girls 
pulling team both gained a 
third place, the latter tieing 
with Newark and Bedford 
units. The junior boys 
pulling team are pictured 
below. 

Stars of the Midland 
District Regatta were TS 
Sutton Coldfield (bottom 


right) who ended up overall 
champions after overcom- 
ing extremely strong com- 
petition from ten other units 
— some 350 cadets and 150 
officers and staff were in 
camp for the weekend. 

The first day’s weather 
was a mixture of rain, wind 
and overcast skies, but this 
failed to dampen _ the 
cadets’ determination and 
they achieved impressive 
times pulling their heavy 
ASE boats over the half 
mile course on Powell's 


Pool. 


















Navy. 


Clarke and Matt Ryder. 


Sea Cadets 


YOUNG Officers at Britannia Royal Naval College Dartmouth helped run a Sea 
Cadet and Combined Cadet Force camp there, writes S/LT Simon Shaw. 

| was the Coordinated Assistant Divisional Officer of Turbulent Division, which 
was a mix of 40 Sea Cadets, CCF Cadets and Directorate of Naval Recruiting 
sponsored potential officer candidates who were there to get a taste of the Royal 


My cadets made a banner which they took to any competition we took part in, 
including It’s a Knockout and other sporting events. 

At the end of the camp | and the other assistant divisional officers promised the 
cadets we would get a picture of their banner into Navy News — so here it is. 

®@ Left to right are Young Officers S/Lts Simon Shaw, Martin Ormshaw, Phil 


= 
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Royals ground 
RAF challenge 


\FTER some indifferent results, 
the RN's various Rugby League 
sides have put in some solid per- 
formances in the run-up to next 
month's Inter-Services challenge. 

The Roval Marines yet again 
proved too strong for the KAP 
Regiment, demolishing the fii 
crs 52-6. Several of the corps side 
turn out for the Summer Confer 
ence side Somerset Vikings, and 
the match fitness that gave the 
green berets proved vital. Incisive 
running from Ben Mardle, Nobby 
Clark and man-of-the-match Taff 
Rossiter kept the airmen continu 
ally on the back foot. 

The York International 9s at 
tracted more than 20) sides from 
across the globe, including all three 
SCIVICCS. 

Phe RN lost their first match to 
the Army, but recovered to defeat 
the Bramicy Buffalos and Essex 
Eels and squeeze into the knock 
Out Shape, 

Having despatched French side 
Montpellicr 14-6, the RN came 
up against the Glasgow Bulls in 
the quarter final. The sailors were 
leading 16-12 into the final minute, 
when the Bulls were awarded a 
controversial penalty and scored a 
converted try to snatch the match. 
The overall winners were a West 
Indices side composed of many Su- 
per League players. 


Tag flourishes 
in mid Africa 


[AG rugby is becoming a staple 
dict for youngsters in the Afnmean 
nation of Uganda thanks to the cl 
forts of Brits, including Navy stal- 
wart La Dave Jones. 

The MOD Abbeywood-based 
officer, who coaches the RN ladies 
rugby squad, joined an cight-strong 
team who spent a fortnight in the 
Bushgenyi region of the country 
supporting the sport, 

Despite temperatures of more 
than 30°C, the rugby players cn- 
couraged 350 youngsters aged cight 
to 12 — none of whom had played 
the game before — to take up the 
sport. 

‘The culmination was a colour- 
ful and nosy tournament between 
cight teams, watched by a curious 
and lively crowd of more than 500 
people. It succeeded beyond the 
wildest expectations of the coach- 
es,” said La Jones. 

The rugby experts donated kit 
and balls to Uganda schools, and 
the nation’s ladies squad was pre- 
sented with a kit on behalf of HMS 
Collingwood, while RNAS Yeovil- 
ton provided shirts for other local 
ses. 

Following thrs year’s success, the 
rugby buffs hope to return annually 
to different parts of the country to 
spread the tag word. 


Geordie Gunboat 
is given plenty 
to cu over 


SIX-times Romanian RU cham- 
pons Farul RFC proved far too 
strong for the visiting players of 
vetcran destroyer HMS Newcastle 
when the ship stopped off in the 
country during her anti-terror de- 
ployment. 

The Romanians, « semi-pro- 
fessional squad, had previously 
grappled with London Irish in the 
Hemeken Cup, and their experi- 
ence proved to have the edge on 
the sailors. 

Despite the 84-5 scoreline 
against Newcastle — the game in- 
creasingly turned into an exhibition 
match — the Romanians praised the 
Geordie Gunboat’s team for some 
particularly tenacious tackling and 
general ability; the sailors in turn 
picked up much-needed experience 
for impending fixtures, 

The match was staged in Con- 
stanta when the Type 42 destroyer 
visited the port during a break in 
Exercise Co-operative Partner in 
the Black Sea, part of Newcastle's 
wider 2004 deployment supporting 
NATO in ensuring terrorsts do not 
move by sca around the Mediter- 
rancan, 





BRITISH footballing victo- 
ries on foreign soil are still 
rather MOre rare than most 
fans would like — but at least 
HMS Exeter's crew have re- 
dressed the balance some- 
what. 

After the exploits of HMS 
Monmouth, whose footballers 
defeated Montserrat’s ‘inter- 
national’ team the Volcanoes 

ranked 371st in the world by 
governing body FIFA — Exeter s 
team had a fixture in rather 
more imposing surroundings. 

The Naw men took on the Re- 
public of Korea Navy (ROKN) in 
the Suwon Stadium, Scoul, one 
of the venues for the 2002 World 
(Cup. 

Goals from suitably-monikered 
sportsmen — PO Eddic Warcing 
(yes, we know he preferred rugby 





Korea succes 
for HMS Exeter 


leaguc) and LS Frank Stapleton 
(ves, we know his famous name- 
sake’s Irish) — carned the destroyer 
an historic 2-1 victory. 

Ihe grand surroundings were 
not just a matter of exceptional 
hospitality from the hosts. The 
match was staged to mark the in- 
troduction of football to Korea in 
IS82 — HMS Flying Fish was the 
guilty party — and the J(4hh birth- 
day of the RNFA. 

he first half was played with the 
Koreans in their traditional cloth- 
ing and the sailors in White Fronts 

traditional sailor T-shirts. 

In the sccond half both teams re- 
verted to more traditional football 
strip, with the Exeter team wearing 
an England Youth Squad strip do- 
nated by the English FA. 

The prize was a trophy donated 
by Westland Helicopters who build 
the RN's Lynx aircraft. 

Football was introduced to Ko- 


aad 





® England found their kit gave 
them a distinct advantage... 
(Left) An Exeter crewman fights 
off the attention of two South 
Korean sailors and (above) your 
eyes do not deceive you: the 
scoreboard at Suwon stadium 
records an historic English vic- 
tory - unfortunately few were 
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Luck runs out for 
young cricketers 


THE luck of the toss didn't favour the Navy's U25 cricket side at the 
Inter-Service festival hosted by RAF | xbridge this year, 

Winning the toss was crucial for the sailors and Royal Marines 
fielding six new caps — but they lost out on both occasions, 

The Army wesely elected to bat and despite carly breakthroughs from 
AEA K Adams (Heron) and Mne R Barker (FPG RM), Army captain 
L/Bdr P Carlin hit a blistering 80 off 60 balls as his side ran up a total 
of 253 all out. Adams bowled impressively, obliterating the late order, 
finishing with 5 for 34 off 9.5 overs 

The target was not impossible and despite a shaky start, OM C Pen 
ner (Exeter) and Mne A Morris (Cdo Log Regt) notched up runs al a 
consistent ratc. Bul when their wickets fell, the Army sliced through the 
remaining RN team, which finished 187 all out after 34 overs. 

On day two, the RAF put the RN into bat after winning the toss. The 
Navy never really got into full stride in a rain-affected match, aided by 








a solid 31 by HMS Montrose’s MEM J Richards. 


there to witness it. 


rean dockyard workers, who be- 
came intrigued by British sailors 
kicking balls around on the jetties. 
When Flying Fish left behind some 
balls and boots, football took off in 
Korea. Six score years later, it re- 
mains the national sport. 

Phe original ball and boots from 
Flying Fish are in the Museum of 
Football at Suwon Stadium, jouned 
by a more mode Mm pair now, donat- 
ed by Exeter’s CPO Gavin Feeley. 

Earlier this year, the Korean FA 
presented the RNFA with a trophy 
in memory of the event. 

Places in the ship’s first team 
were hard won as many crew were 
eager to turn out on the turf of such 
a stunning setting. 

The Korean FA extended the 
invite to officials as well; PO Phil 
Cupples scurried up and down the 
line all game as one of the referee's 
assistants, 


B Turning Japanese, p14-15 





They judo, don't they? 


THE largest contingent of RN judo 
players to take part in international 
tournaments helped the British 
Forces to a prestigious title and re- 
turned from North America with a 
string of personal medals. 

The Royal Navy squad combined 
with the RAF and British Army un- 
der the flag of ‘British Forces’ to 
attend the AMCAN Tournament 
held at Buffalo in the USA and the 
Canadian Open across the border 
in Burlington, Canada. This 1s the 
first vear the Roval Navy has at- 
tended with such numbers. 

The team, consisting of senior 
coach PO Pete Powell, coach CPO 
lan Clark, LWEA\'s Clive McGing 
and David Kelley, AEM James 
Clement, Cpl John Manual, Mnes 
Chris Sherrington and Richard Hill 
and DSA Vicky Parsons. 

The tour party set up camp in 
the Niagara Falls area for pre-tour- 
nament training prior to the AM- 
CAN, where the standard of com- 
petition was impressive, with many 
players from a host of countrics 
who will be attending this year's 
Olympics in Athens taking part. 

Performance of the day was un- 
doubtedly by AEM Clement of 
HMS Sultan who fought valiantly, 
one fight lasting an impressive 10) 
minutes! His progress to the gold 
medal was halted by two Olympi- 
ans representing Uzbekistan but 
James completed the tournament 
winning a bronze medal. 





@ A new breed of judo superstars: The RN team poses before 
competition across the Atlantic 


After a successful American 
tournament, a days recovery was 
needed before the team moved 
base camp to a new location in 
Canada, Here several judo clubs 
in the region attended “fight nights’ 
with the British players, and good 
experience was gained by all prior 
to the tournament in Burlington. 

With the success gained from the 
first tournament, the teams fought 
exceptionally in this one. 

More details on KN Judo from 
PO Pete Powell 93825 2522 or CPO 
lan Clark 9380 22563. 


AMCAN: Under 73e9 - Bronze: AEM Clem- 


ent (HMMS Sultan); Under 90kg Masters 
- Bronze: CPO Clark (MCTA Portsmouth); 
Over 100kg9 Nowice — Gold: Mne Shernington 
(Cdo Log Regt); Best Team and Best Inter- 


: Collingwood); Lightweight 
Masters - Gold sty Aesth Sama, i 
Siver. PO Powell (Collingwood): 
weight Masters — Gold: Col Manual : (DST 


rington: Open ‘Championship - Gold: Mne 
Shermngton, Heavyweght (Female) — Silver 
DSA Parsons (Dryad); Canadian Natonal 
Select Team Brteh Forces Team (including 
Clark, Powell and McGing) vs Canachan Na- 
tora! Select Tear: 4-4 


Pictures: PO(Phot) Colin Burden 








The RN's total of 154 never looked enough and under the Duck. 
worth/Lewis method, the armen swiftly reached the adjusted target of 
135 off 40 overs 
wickets to spare 

The Army held on to the overall title with a comprehensive defeat of 
the RAF on the third and final day of the championships, 


. They notched up the runs with 12 overs and eight 


© iGlse er the high kane mate... LA(Phot) Luis Holden's stun- 


ning photograph 


captures an athiete in mid-flight during this 


year’s RN Championships at HMS Temeraire in Portsmouth. It 
was the home team which proved the strongest — Portsmouth 
Command took both the male and female tities. 





ampers RN 





golf championships... 


THE RN Golf Championships 
at Saunton Golf Club on the 
north Devon coast proved to be 
a severe test for all the players. 

In benign weather the two Saun- 
ton courses present a difficull test, 
but with gale force winds and lash- 
ing rain, survival was the key to 
SUCCESS. 

Fifty-seven competitors enjoyed 
relatively calm weather for the first 
two davs. Wednesday dawned with 
rain and very strong winds and 
although the rains went by lunch 
time, the wind strength increased 
to produce some of the most difh- 
cult conditions most of the players 
had ever experienced. 

Wind remained a significant fac- 
tor on Thursday but the gods even- 
tually took pity and a fine summer 
day was enjoyed for the final round 
on Friday. 

In the individual event, LMA 
Scott Gilbert (DMTC Fort Block- 
house) successfully retained his 
tithe, five shots ahead of LMEA 
Adam Hawkins (Sultan). 

The first round produced a good 
number of sub-80 scores, including 
Gilbert's 71 (even par) and 2002 
champion MEM Mike Sette toe ‘ 
(1 Assault Group RM) 72. CPO 
Fred McEvoy's 74 was very credit- 
able although unfortunately he had 
to withdraw after round 3 for op- 
erational reasons. 


Rounds 2 and 3 were a question 
of hanging on and consolidating. 
Few players other than Gilbert and 
Hawkins managed to keep their 
scores in the 70s. Gilbert went into 
the final round five shots ahead of 
Hawkins with ex-champion Lt Cdr 
Darryl Whitehead in his final Navy 
eolf event cight shots behind and 
sctterticld 10 back. 

An excellent final round in per- 
fect conditions made for a two- 
horse race with both lIcaders scor- 
ing a superb 69, Gilbert maintained 
his overnight advantage. 

In the team strokeplay event, the 
RM fielded a severcly weakened 
side through operational commit- 
ments and injures, so they had to 
be content with third place. Port- 
smouth produced a very strong 
team. Naval Air Command led by 
Navy captain Lt Guy Norms (750 
NAS) pushed hard but Pompey's 
strength eventually won the day. 
NAC did gain revenge by taking 
the Inter-Command Matchplay t- 
the from @ gallant Royals team. 

Although none of the non-com- 
mand team individual entries made 
the third round cut, the prize for 
best performance went to PO Tex 
Avery (Collingwood). The non- 
qualifiers greensomes event was 
won by Lt Cdr Tom Suddes (RNR 
Cambria) and LOM Neil Dickin- 
son (Glasgow). 


..and frustrates cricketers 


RN cricketers have suffered more 
cancelled matches this season than 
any year in recent memory. 

At least half a dozen games 
have been called off, so a home 
game against Middlesex U19s was 
eagerly awaited, only for player 
availability to frustrate the team. 

The Navy won the toss and in- 
vited Middlesex to bat. AEA Keith 
Adams (Heron) and LPT Mark 
‘Toogood (Iron Duke) bowled es 


ace well aided by veteran CPO 
aul Barsby, limiting the visitors to 
167 all out. 

Although the target was well 
within the RN's reach, the top 
order batsmen never really got 
going — only skipper Set Tim Burt 
(MOD London) with 26 and Lt 
Cdr Paul Snelling (Nelson) with 15 
looked comfortable against some 
quality spinners, and the RN were 
skittled ‘for 117. 


www avynews,co.uk 


es 





CHIEF Petty Officer Jason 
Sawyer will make Forces his- 
tory this autumn as the first 
British serviceman to take part 
in What must be the toughest 
race on the earth. 

The senior rate, by day on the 
operations staff of the Comman- 
do Helicopter Force HO at RNAS 
Yeovilton, has been picked — with 
30 other supreme endurance ath- 
letes — to take part in the Deca- 
Ironman world championships in 
Hawaii in November. 

Deca-lronman? Well, a single iron- 
man race is a 2.4-mile swim, 112-mile 
bike mde, then running a marathon. 
Jason and his fellow competitors will 
be expected to complete ten -— and 
they're expected to do so in under ten 
days. 

The chief petty officer is already a 
seasoned endurance athlete, coming 
in sixth in the European Double [ron- 
man Ultra Triathlon Championships 


tria, 8 a mere stroll in the park com- 
pared with the Deca — a 4.8-mile “dip’, 
cycle for 224 miles and a double mara- 
thon to finish, Piece of cake. And all 
completed in 26 hours and seven min- 
utes by Jason, who lives in Exmouth. 

What keeps an athicte going in such 
an endurance event? A_ fearsome 
training regime including cycling from 
home to work on occasions (a 110- 
mile round trip), exercise before and 
after work, plus break times, a high- 
protein diet, and family encourage- 
ment — mum, dad, Jason's wife and 
two children provide the back-up. 

“During the European race 
throughout the might I had either my 
mum, dad or wife with me on the run 

without them it would have been 
unbearable. 

“The last lap was run in reverse, 
holding the flag of your country. It 
was the most amazing feeling ever. 

“People always ask me: will I do 
another one? If you had asked me at 
4am whilst shuffling around, the an- 
swer would have been a resounding: 


® Only another 1,363 miles to go... CPO Jason Sawyer re- 
ceives a bit of encouragement on foot 


somerset easily 
off Naval challenge 


NAVAL cricketers were roundly beaten when 
they travelled to Somerset to face an athletic 
Academy XI on the picturesque North Perrott 
ground. 

The RN won the toss and elected to bat, only 
to lose a succession of wickets in the first 10 
overs in difficult conditions. 

Only CPO Paul Barsby (HMS Heron) managed 
to master the situation, scoring an excellent 62 
which formed the backbone of a mediocre 132 
all out off 50 overs. 

In reply, Somerset rarely looked troubled, 
especially after AEA Keith Adams (Heron) was 
taken off. Heron shipmate Lt Cdr Chris Sloco- 
mbe bowled very neatly, but the result was never 
in doubt and the home side hit their target with 
seven wickets to spare. 

@ Burnaby Road in Portsmouth hosts the Inter- 
Services Cricket Festival from August 2-4 as the 
RAF and RN try to wrest the title from the Army. 

The Army take on the RAF on August 2, the RN 
play the losers the next day and the winners on 
day three, each match starting at 11am. 


Globe — and laurels? — 





for young Catharine 


HMS President AB C; 
Dock to highheht the 
has been selected for 

ihe junior rate reservist 





itharine jones sailed into London's St Katharine 
UM mile Global Challenge yacht race which we 


by day a water scientist working for 
Mid-Kent Water — helped bring her boat Kunachi with shipmates into 
London s docklands. 

A fleet of 12 identical yachts, 72ft in length and displacing 40 tonnes, 
is racing around the globe via the great capes, stopping off at seven ports 
on the way. 

“It's my ambition to sail around the world and the Global Challenge 
provides this opportunity in the most exciting and challenging way that | 
know, said Catharine. 

When not on the water or analysing it, the young rating serves in the 
command support branch of the RNR. | 


What's up, dock? 
No horses? 


LIVERPOOL’S famous Albert Dock complex was the setting as 
the RN's canoe polo team challenged for an international trophy 
with 53 other squads. 
_ As relative newcomers to the sport — the Interna- 
tional is now in its 13th season - the RN team was placed in the 
third of four divisions fighting for the title. 

The sailors were roundly beaten by a -based side in 
the abe match, 4-1, largely due to the lack of match practice as 
a squad. 

After a strong team talk, ability began to come to the fore. 
The University of London were seen off narrowly 3-2, before a 
hard-fought game against Viking which, despite leading 2-1 in 
the second half, the RN lost at the death to the odd goal in five. 

The result meant that the best the team could hope for was 
9th place overall, but spirits were not down — game four saw the 
team demolish Liverpool U ity 9-1. 

Three games were lined up for the final dey of competition: 
Brigend, Dragon Ladies and the University of London. Only the 
Dragon Ladies came away with any points, narrowly defeating 
the sailors 3-2. 

“This was our final game — everyone enjoyed the atmosphere 
of playing in the docks and the team are looking forward to 
competing in more open and international tournaments,” said 
CPO Gus Gusterson of RNAS Culdrose. 








® This Harley's streets ahead: Sultan's team roars 
around the mud-soaked track at Longmoor 


in his 21-39 age group. wo 6 
The r 


race, at Neulengbach in Aus- Jason isn't expecting to beat the 





ENGINEERS from HMS Sul- 


around Longmoor 


the rest of the Armed Forces. 


in the muilitary as well as promot: 
ing the sport and raising 


Army good causes). 
Sultan’s four-strong 
suted of Li Lee 
LAEA Mark Urry, 
Hammond (RAF) and Cpl Mick 
Parsons (TA), 
Gosport training establishment. 
More than 70 teams 
the contest, 


ally taking about an hour 
handing over 


Picture icam-male. 


’ Soldiers 


POWPhet) Chie Brick 





THE RN surprised their Army 
counterparts when they snatched 
one of the trophies at the Inter- 
services Climbing Championships. 
Traditionally, soldiers dominate the 
event, held this year at Rockface in 
Birmingham, but for the first time 
sailors walked off with one of the 
team trophies. 

Competitors enter one of three 
categories: open, U25s and ladies 
and attempt routes which become 
more and more difficult as they 
climb higher, hanging by their 
fingertips as they fight their way 
through a big overhang 20 metres 
above the ground. The winner ts 
the climber who reaches higher 
than anyone else before dropping 
off. 

CPO(MEA) ‘Ellic’ MacPher- 
son of SFM in Portsmouth was the 
RN's top climber, but it was the 
U2S squad which clinched a tro- 
phy. 

AEA Gaz Wilson (848 NAS) 
came second, followed closely by 
LOM(C) Andy Jackson (HMS 
Gloucester) and teamee-priict 5/14 
Will Batho. 

Fresh from their success, the 
climbers are already gearing up for 
2105 events (!) — the RN and RM 
championships are lined up for 
next May and the Inter-Services 
in June. Details from Lt Cdr Mick 
Cooke YSS0) 44531 ofr visit WWW. 
rmrmmc.org. 


tan hit the dirt as they raced 
camp in 
Hampshire in a 24-hour off- 
road scramble competing with 


Exercise Enduring Help — a Le 
Mans-stvle race around a five-mile 
course by day and night — ts aimed 


at improving off-road driving skills 


Mine 
for charity (this vear Childline and 


[cam con- 
Blackburn and 
plus JT Mick 


also based at the 
entered 
with nders gencralh 
completing three laps apiece — usu- 


before 
driving duties to ; 


rocked by 
surprise climbing t 














world record — around the seven and 
a half days mark! — but he is going to 
have a crack at the UK record of cight 
days and six hours. Only around half 
a dozen Brits have had the stamina 
- mental and physical — to take part in 
the Deca which, until now, has been 
held in Mexico. 

“L enjoy the buzz, the physical side 
of the challenge. It's the ultimate test 
of mind and body,” Jason added. 

Well at least with all that mileage, 
the senior rating will get to enjoy the 
beauty of the 50th State. 

Er, no, “The cycle ride and run are 
done on a race track, not on the roads. 
It’s for safety reasons — they obviously 
don't want people falling asleep on a 
bike on the public roads,” Jason ex- 
plained. 

The whole event, with back-up 
support, is likely to cost around US 
$10,000 — more than £5,500 — so the 
CPO ts looking for sponsorship. Any- 
one wishing to support can c-mail him 
al jason (a\sawyer).fsnet.co.uk or phone 
01935 455714, 


Sultan scrambles 
to uphold RN pri 





Each squad was required to use 
an MOD standard-issue Harley 
Davidson motorcycle, with the ex- 
ception of one team racing a Hon- 
da AR. 

This is the first time Sultan has 
entered the challenge, and the rid- 
ers and their support team found 
their engineering expertise useful, 
although thev onl suffered two 
breakdowns in 24 hours. 

Iwo of the four nders had rarels 
olf-roadcd before 

“The biggest problems were the 
dust and other competitors falling 
off and obstructing the track, 
Lat Blackburn. 

“It certainly 
riding interesting. 

“Sirange as it may 
number of niders’ lap times im- 
proved during the night phase of 
the event. Maybe it's truc that what 
yOu Cannot sce doesn t scare vou!” 

Sultan ended in a creditable 16th 
place, raring more than £600) in the 


said 
made night-time 


sccm, a 


Process. 





®@ Peak of fitness: HMS Gloucester's LOM Andy Jackson helps the 
U2S5 team to victory in the team competition 


Sport 


awaii 1,406 0 
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Six of the 
best from 
swimmers 


FOR the sixth time in seven years, 
the Navy’s male swimmers proved 
unbeatable at the Inter-Service 
championships. 

The men left the RAF and 
Army limping 40 points behind 
them in a stunning display across 
the board, picking up at Icast one 
medal in every event. 

Despite ending in overall third 
place, the RN’s women’s side put 
in highly-creditable performances, 
collecting more medals than they 
have done than in any recent 
Inter-Services event. 

And the women’s diving team 
held on to their trophy against 
considerable opposition. 

An under-strength men’s water 
polo team was unable to make 
much headway against the Army 
or RAF, however. | 

Rear Admiral Peter Davies, 
RNSWA president summed up the 
swimmers’ achievements: “A trem- 
emdous amount of personal effort 
has been put into preparing for 
this championships by participants 
and coaches.” 





RESULTS: 
Men: 600m — 1 MEM Nutall, 3 —- WO 
Jackson; 110m Fly -1 OM Beresford, 5 
WO Vaughan: 220m Backstroke — 10M 
Fairhurst, 3 WEA Rooker: 110m Breast- 
stroke — 3 Mino Shy pe. 4 Mine Bombly 
440m — 1 MEM Nutall, 2 Li Wit: im - 2? 
MEM Warwick. 3 CPO Frankin: 110m Free 

1 OM Berestord, 3 Mne Dawson: 110m 
Backstroke —- 1 CPO Nolan, 2? WEA Rooker 
220m Breaststroke —- 3 CPO Thomas: 
220m Freestyle — 1 MEM Warwick, 3 LWTA 
Manto: 2 lengths Freestyle — 1 OM Faw- 
hurst, 2 WO Vaughan; Mediey relay — 3rd 
place, Freestyle relay — 151 place 
Women: 110m Fly — 3 Trotter, 5 Southall 
220m Backstroke — 5 Martin Flaven, 6 
Southall: 110m Breaststroke — 5 Kirkbright 
6 Maingion: 440m — 3 Muir, 5 Norton: 1m 

J Trotter, 4 OMaley: 110m Free — 5 Duffy 
6 Boacle: 110m Backstroke - 4 0 Malley 
aan Groaststroke 5 Kirkbrioht, 6M 

1. 220m Froestyle = 3 Mus, 5 Norton 

Fs ons as Freestyle — 5 Duly, 6 Martn 
Medley relay — 3rd place. Freestyle 


a a 
ond place 


Flaven 


relay 


MULE ANE NES 
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THE China Flect Golf and Coun- 
try Club was the setting for this 
vears Naval Air Command Cham- 
pionships as &1 fought it out on the 
greens and fairways. 

Benny Goodman and Ken 
Combes took the betterball stable- 
ford pairs title with 41 points close- 
ly followed by CPO Roy Kemp and 
PO, Any Grewar with 39 points. 

An individual stableford event 
was staged on the second morn- 
ing of the competition with CPO 
Neil Kippax (10) victorious with a 
score of 40) pomnts with PO Grewar 
(8) coming a close second with 35 
pOINts, 

Ihe main competition was a 
two-round medal format and even 
though it was played in near perfect 
conditions the China Fleet course 
showed its teeth and scoring was 
relatively high. PO Bomber Mills 
(6) led the gross competition at half 
way having shot 73 with CPO Jim 
McColl (6) and Steve Robinson (7) 
his nearest rivals with rounds of 84. 
In the net two players were tied on 
net 74: PO Palmers (17) and Geof- 
frey King (17). 

After his first round PO Bomber 
Mills was not going to be caught 
unless he had a major catastro- 
phe, taking few risks he carded a 
SI cnough to take the 2004 Naval 
Air Command title. Runner up was 
CPO Dave Duckworth with a sec- 
ond round of 74. 

In the net event, one of the over- 
night leaders faded but PO Palmer 
(17) stayed solid carving a Net 70) 
to win (91,87). Racing through the 
pack was PO Ted Roche (18) who 
carded the best round of the week 
with a 84, net 66 to go with a firs 
round net 52 to finish runner up. 

The Gross and Net team events 
were won by teams representing 
RNAS Yeovilton with SERCO 
coming runners up in the Jackdaw 
team Cup. 

Ihe NAC will return to the 
China Fleet Club for next vear’s 
COMULCST. ! 
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TWELVE SHIPS 





® From page one 


That will mean the end for 
HMS Dulverton, Brecon and 
Cottesmore. 

The decommissioned ships 
will be handed over to the 
Defence Logistics 
Organisation for disposal. 

Their fate will either be sale 
to other nations or the break- 
ers yard. 

The review is not all black, 
however. 

The Royal Marines — at the 
heart of the expeditionary war- 
fare the RN _ will practise 
increasingly in the 2\st 
Century will enjoy an 
increase in strength, with extra 
engineers provided. 

Extra personnel and equip- 
ment will also be provided for 
the special forces. 

The Fleet Air Arm is unaf- 
fected by the review — “excel- 
lent news” said Admiral West. 

Mr Hoon - said the 
Government remained com- 
mitted to providing key ships 
for the Fleet. 

He has pledged to order two 
more Type 45 destroyers — on 
top of the six already on the 
order books — and the two 
‘super-carricrs’ vital to the 
strike role demanded of the 
21st Century RN, 

The changes mean that 25 
destroyers and frigates will 
form the backbone of the 
future Fleet — a figure the First 
Sea Lord concedes is smaller 
than he would like. 

“You can only afford what 
the resources allow,” the admi- 
ral explained. “Destroyers and 
frigates are not as important as 
the new aircraft carriers and 
our attack submarines.” 

The attack submarine force 
will not be reduced further 
than the planned eight boats 
the RN intends to have in ser- 
vice by 2008 when HMS 
Trafalgar and Superb are 





® ‘Very upbeat , ‘The Royal Navy is and remains the best Navy in 


DEFENCE REVIEW 


: 


AT A GLANCE 


® RN personnel to reduce by 1,500 to 36,000 over 


the next four years. ~ 3. 
®@ To be paid off: T 42 destroyers HMS Glasgow, 
Cardiff; ° 23 frigates HMS Norfolk, 
Marlborough and Grafton; Hunt-class minehunters 


HMS Brecon, Cottesmore and Dulverton; Sandown- 
ren MCMVs HMS Sandown, Inverness, Bridport by 


@ Hunter-killer submarine force to reduce to eight 
by 2008; HMS Superb’s lifespan to be extended by 12 
months 


@ Number of Nimrod maritime reconnaissance air- 
craft to be reduced from 21 to 16, with their role 
widened to include surveillance operations in sup- 


port of military and security operations. 
e Tuo more tyne 45 dente s will be ordered, 
bringing the class to eight ships in total; two aircraft 
will form the core of the future Fleet. 


@ Special Forces to be increased in 


: strength 
2quipment is also beir uired, but the details are 
classified. ae 


decommissioned. 

Delays to the Astutes — the 
next-generation hunter-killer 
boats — mean HMS Superb will 
serve 12 months longer than 
originally planned. 

Admural West said he did not 
“instinctively welcome the 
early disposal of good ships”, 

But he Solated out that the 
days of counting the Royal 
Navy's strength in terms of 
hulls in the water were over 
and the new breed of vessel — 
the ‘Type 45 destroyers, future 
carriers, Astute-class  sub- 
marines and assault ships 
Albion and Bulwark — was “far 
more capable than those they 
replace”. 

Admiral West added: “| 
am bullish about the 
future. We have to take 
some quite unpleasant 

measures, but we still 
have the biggest war- 





the world’ - First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West 


New dives on Tudor wreck site 


PHE MOD ts funding a three- 
week exploration of the wreck 
site of the Mary Rose in the 
Solent to find whether it has 





9"770028"'167085 








any secrets to yield before pos- 
sible dredging operations in 
the area. 

The site of the wreck of the 
‘Tudor warship, which sank in 1545, 
lies close to the preferred route 
into Portsmouth Naval Base for 


| the RN’s new generation of air- 


Crait carrricrs. 


A deeper and more direct route 
may be required for the new ships 
which, when they enter service in 
cight years’ time, will be over twice 
the size of the Navy's current 
Invincible-class and the biggest 
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ship-building 
gramme in Europe. 

“There is some amazing kit 
coming through and we still 
have the best Navy in the 
world.” 

But the Sea Lord warned 
that with a smaller Ficet, peo- 
ple would not be able to make 
the same demands of his men 
and women. 

“We cannot have our sailors 
working even harder to mect 
the old commitments,” he 
stressed. 

“They can be assured that 
they will not be over-stretched. 
They must have their harmony 
time.” 

Across the Armed Forces, 
the RAF is to lose around 
7,500 military jobs over four 
years and the Army will contin- 
ue its shift from heavy armour 
to light. Its overall strength will 
be cut to around 102,000. 

The destroyers and frigates 
carmarked for pensioning off 
will be decommissioned by 
March 2006. 

The three Sandown-class 
warships will lower the White 
Ensign by April next year, and 
the Northern Ireland patrol 
vessels are due to be paid off 
by April 2007. 


Despite the cuts, the 
defence budget will 
increase in real terms 
over the next four years 
with an extra £3.7 billion 
provided by the 
Treasury. 


pro- 


As part of the reduction in 
the RN’s strength, there will be 
no enforced redundancies, nor 
will there be a freeze in recruit- 
ment. 

“The Royal Navy remains an 
exciting career,” said Admiral 
West. “I would be happy as a 
young person to join the 
Service cither as an officer ora 
rank. We are and will remain 
the best Navy in the world. | 
am very upbeat.” 


British warships ever built. 

Diving operations from the 
Chartered survey and support ves- 
sel Terschelling began under the 
auspices of the Mary Rose Trust on 
July 24 and are due to last until 
August 14, 

A year ago MOD, through its 
Warship Support Agency. financed 
a similar diving season. This result- 
ed in the raising of many artefacts 
that had not been recovered by 
previous exploration and led to 
speculation that the bow castle of 
the ship could still be hidden under 
the mud. 





THE QUEEN visited 45 
Cdo Royal Marines on 
July 1 at their base RM 
Condor, Arbroath. 

The 700-man strong 
45Cdo is one of the 
core manoeuvre units 
of 3 Cdo Brigade and 
provides part of its 
immediate combat 
capability. 

This was demon- 
strated in Afghanistan 
in 2002 when 45Cdo 
conducted operations 
in severe mountain ter- 
rain at altitudes up to 
10,000ft. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Gordon 

Bruce 


Piracy 
KININGS 
double 


THE NUMBER of reported pira- 
cy atlacks world-wide in the first 
six months of 2004 fell from 234 in 
the same period last year to 182, 
says the ICC International 
Maritime Bureau. 

But the number of people 
killed nearly doubled — 30 against 
16. 

Ships were boarded in 130 
instances and cight ships were 
hyacked. There are also worrying 
signs of opportunist thieves 
becoming increasingly organised. 

“Reports of violence against 
scamen have risen,” said the 
Bureau’s Director Capt Pottengal 
Mukundan. 

“The intelligence provided by 
the IMB to law enforcement agen- 
cies Is precise and contemporance- 
ous. Law enforcement agencies 
can thus increase their presence in 
these hot spots to prevent the loss 
of life and injury to seamen that 
we have seen in the first six 
months of this year.” 

Indonesia recorded the highest 
number of attacks, accounting for 
over a quarter of the world total. It 
was also the location where the 
greatest violence was experienced, 
with many pirates armed with 


guns and knives. 
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THERE'S nothing unusual about twins, only they normally 
speak the same language. 

But two submarines with an identical purpose and nearly iden- 
tical name but separated by the English Channel — or maybe it's 
La Manche — have ‘tied the knot’ in a unique twinning agreement. 

As a further act of cementing the 100-year-old Entente Cordiale 
in the same month that the Royal Marines Band led the French 


Bastille Day parade down the Champs Elysee, strategic missile 
mone le HMS Vigilant and FS Le Vigilant, were officially 
in : 

Crew of the French boat, due to be declared operational later 
this year, and some of their country’s Naval leaders gathered in 
Faslane to sign the agreement bonding the pair. 

There are some cultural differences between the two sub- 
marines. On Le Vigilant it's not port and starboard crews which 
take the boat to sea, rather rouge et bleu — red and blue. 

Both share a love of football, though. The Entente Cordiale 
Trophy has been instituted to mark the twinning and will be fierce- 
ly contested. 

The twinning ceremony has been the highlight of a busy month 
for HMS Vigilant. She sent an honour guard to the opening of the 
Isle of Man's Parliament on the same day the French party arrived 
in Faslane (see page 16). 

@® Vice Admiral Thierry D'Arbonneau and Rear Admiral 
submarines Paul Lambert at the formal ceremony linking FS Le 
Vigilant and HMS Vigilant at Fasiane. 
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How the 
jigsaw 
works 

Now this might seem 
slightly complicated, 
but honestly it isn't... 
You see there's 3 
Commando Brigade 
which has three 
Commando units. (The 
first 3 is part of the 
brigade name, the 
second is how many.) 
The three Commando 
units are called 40 
Commando, 42 
Commando and 45 
Commando. (We know 
there's a few numbers 
missing there, but 
this is right...) 

These Commando 
units are made up of 
700 men, and can be 
sent anywhere in the 
world at a moment's 








So, who are the Royal Marines? Well, you can 
tell from our headline that we're rather proud 
of them here at the Young Readers Club. The 
Royal Marines are primarily Commando soldiers. 
But what does that mean? 

The word Commando is originally Portugese, and 
was used by the South Africans during the 
Boer War at the turn of the 20th century to 
describe military units. 

Then in World War II, the British started to 
use Commando for elite Army infantry units 
who were used in amphibious raids. Amphibious 
raids means when troops rush from a ship on to 
the shore to carry out their military role. 

Well, obviously the Royal Marines were experts 
in amphibious warfare, and so it wasn't long 
before the first Royal Marine Commandos 
formed on Valentine's Day, 1942. Probably not a 
loving gesture for the enemy forces! 


To become a ao Marine Commando, you have 
to pass one of t! 


e toughest training tests in the 


world. Fitness, endurance and military know-how are 
pushed to the extremes, and only if - and it's a big if 


- only if you're good enough will you win the honour 


and the privilege of wearing the Royal Marines’ 





a Royal Marines climbing on board an American helicopter 


youngreaders@navynews.co.uk 


Best of the best. 





coveted green beret. 


Royal Marines serve all around the count 


and all 


around the world. They can be found north and 
south, east and west. They are trained to work in 
the toughest climates, hot dry deserts, humid sticky 





jungles, and cold rugged mountains. 

One of the ways that Royal Marines travel! 
around the world is in an Amphibious Ready 
Group. This means special ships designed to 


| Support Royal Marines and all their particular 


equipment. 

At sea, this includes landing craft - these are 
sturdy strong boats that can be loaded up with 
Royal Marines, their vehicles and all their kit: 
raiding craft that are little whizzy boats; and 
eeuatioken, a strange word that describes 
large floating platforms that can be used to 
move heavy vehicles from ship to shore. 


Up in the air Royal Marines use certain 
helicopters as part of their specialist realm. 
This includes the sprightly Lynx helicopter, the 
big Chinook with its distinctive double set of 
rotor blades, and the Sea King Mk 4, the 
Commando assault helicopter, known in the 





Fliemill= 


You might have 
noticed that the 
Royal Marines have 
different titles to 
the Royal Navy. 
So rather than 


| being called 
Commanders and 
| Admirals, the Royal 


Marines have names 
like Lieutenant 
Colonels or 
Generals. 

Because the Royal 
Marines were 


| originally soldiers of 


the sea, they have 
similar rank titles 


| to soldiers in the 


Army. 

So we have ranks 
like Marine, Lance 
Corporal, agg 
Sergeant, Colour 
Sergeant then 
Warrant Officers 1 
and 2. 

Officers can be 
Lieutenants 


Lieutenant Colonels, 


geenyrne aja 





notice primed and 
ready for action. 
There are various 
other units who 
provide support to 3 
Commando Brigade. 
They offer expertise 
in things like scouting 
and reconnaissance, 
communications, air 
defence and weapons, 
landing craft and 


Service as a Junglie. 


ca ei ps Marines train regularly in cold and snowy parts of the 
world to make sure they are ready for any climate conditions 












W 1827, King George IV decided that the R 

| | of ri brave acts that it would be difficult to 
select battle honours, so he said the only the world itself would be 

big enough to include all their actions. The Globe is surrounded by the laurel wreath, 

marking the bravery of the Marines at the Battle of Belle-Ile in 1761. 


Where in the world...2 






















Ships from the Royal Navy and Royal Fleet Auxiliary, Royal Marines and 
aircratt from the Fleet Air Arm, have been travelling all around the world 
for the past few months. Here are a few of the places they have visited. 


transport, - 
Royal Marines also | —_ pace: Zee eee 
make up the Fleet oe Country: Belgium < 


| What's it like: Flat with nice 
chocolate and waffles 
Capital: Brussels 


Protection Group. This 
unit is focused on 
security tasks, such 
as guarding Britain's 
nuclear submarines. 
And let's not forget 
the Commando 
Helicopter Force 
based at the Royal 
Naval Air Station 
Yeovilton, made up of 
Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines, who look 
after the helicopters. 






HMS Exeter 
Place: Tokyo 
Country: Japan 

What's it like: More than 
1,000 islands make up the 
land of the Rising Sun 
Capital: Tokyo 


















Place: Varna 
Country: Bulgaria 

What's it like: Mostly mountainous 
and bordered by the Black Sea 
Capital: Sofia 
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The award winning Royal Marines Museum in Portsmouth is housed in what was one 
of the most stately Officers Messes in England (Eastney Barracks). It is here where 
you can discover the exciting 330 year story of the Royal Marines brought to life 
through dramatic and interactive displays and the world famous medal collection. 
The Royal Marines Museum is offering all children aged 16 years and under into the 

| Museum for Free. So we have 10 pairs of adult tickets to give away. 


For your chance to win send us the answer to the 
following question. 


Send your answer on a postcard or email clearly marked 
"Marines’ to the usual address 
Normal Competition rules apply. Closing date 05/09/04. 
For more information on the Royal Marines Museum visit 





www.royalmarinesmuseum.co.uk 





The birth 





of the 


The call went out on 
October 28, 1664, for 
1,200 soldiers to serve 
in the Navy's Fleet. 
The new unit was called 
the Duke of York and 
Albany's Maritime 
Regiment of Foot. But, 
since the Duke of York 
was also the Lord High 
Admiral (and let's be 


honest, that long name is 
a bit of a mouthful!), the 


soldiers became known 
as the Admiral's 
Regiment. 

These men were trained 
to be both soldiers and 
sailors, and served in 
warships. 

From these beginnings 
the current Royal 
Marines were born. 


The Royal Marines have 
been part and parcel of 


the Royal Navy's history, 


making their mark at 
famous battles and 
historic moments. 


Everyone knows about 
Nelson at the Battle of 
Trafalgar, but did you 
know that more than 
2,500 Royal Marines 
struggled and fought in 
that incredible clash? 
The Marines won their 
long-standing battle 
honour for Gibraltar in 
1704. 


At war with France and 
Spain, the British 
decided to take on the 
might of the Rock of 
Gibraltar. Some 1,900 
British and Dutch 
Marines went head to 
head with Spanish 
troops to take the 






Admiral’s 
Regiment 





peninsular fortress. 
Away from their warlike 
achievements, the first 
ships to arrive in 


Australia in 1788 carried 


Marines. 

The shining path of 
glory continued through 
World Wars I and IT. 


The famous names of 
Gallipoli and Zeebrugge 
were part of the Royal 
Marines heroic annals in 
the first of these global 
conflicts. 

The first Royal Marine 
Commandos formed 
during World War IT, 
and over 80,000 men 
served their country 


from within the ranks of 


the Royal Marines. 


Two thirds of the 
landing craft during the 
D-Day landings were 
crewed by Royal 
Marines. 

In recent decades the 
Green Berets have 
shown their mettle in 


- —s 


@ Sharp eyes make these crack troops fearsome 






@ Medics from 3 Commando 
Brigade practise treating 
Corps casualties 


the battlegrounds of the 


world. 


From the Falkland 
Islands in the remote 
South Atlantic to the 
dusty desert lands of 
Iraq, from the eastern 
European clashes in 
Bosnia to the African 
lands of the Congo 
Republic - the Royal 
Marines have been a 
vital part of British 
Forces in all these 
places and many more. 
Since the terrible 
events of September 11, 
the Royal Marines have 
seen action in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 
So there you have it, a 
tough elite fighting 
force who have been at 


the forefront of battles 
across the globe for 250 


years. 
And even now they are 
poised and ready to go 


into action whenever and 


wherever they are 
needed. 
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It's a bumper list of 
birthdays for our 

bumper August issue. 
Best wishes for your 
big day to all of you! 


William Adams 
Robbie Aitchison 
Claire Aspin 
Benjamin Barry 
Kieran Beek 
Misha Bell 

Sophie Beverley 
Mitchell Birch 
Sam Butt 

Tommy Carr 
Calum Cashell 
Abbie Chadwick 
Scott Clark 
Christopher Clayton 
Nathan Core 
Thomas Davis 
Thomas Day 
Oliver Eadie 
Adam Eaton 
David Eldridge 
Keirran Eldridge 
Joshua Forth 
Matthew Foxcroft 
Michael Frost 
Amy Fudge 
Robert Gelens 
Jacob Graham 
Jennifer Hall 
Ryan Hartshorn 
Sean Hayton 
Shaun Hearn 
Emily Heidstra 
Jack Hort 
Jessica Jermy 
Thomas Judd 
James Kennett 
Stephen Mann 
Ashley Martin 
Francesca Mason 
James McGhee 
Rhys Morgan 
William Morton 
Phillip Murphy 
Georgia Noyce 
Tara Osborne 
Emma Overend 
Karl Partridge 
Joe Peake 

Adam Peers 
Thomas Philcox 
Matthew Prested 
Krystina Preston 
Tristan Ridler-Lee 
John Roberts 
Scott Saunders 
Jodie Savory 
Peter Shepherd 
William Short 
Philip Smith 

Jack Southall 
Connie Squibb 
Harry Stileman 
Sam Stokes 
Magnus Thompson 
Billy Turburville 
Leanne Walsh 
Andrew Whapshott 
David Whitehead 
Sally Wilkinson 
Alexander Williams 
Dary! Williamson 
Bryce Wilson 
Hannah Wood 
Billy Young 

Don't forget to let us 
know if you change 
your address! 
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The only Royal 
Marines who are not 
Commando soldiers 
are the men and 
women of the Royal 
Marines Band Service. 


Expert musicians 
these military 
musicmakers keep 
Service and civilian 
audierices spellbound 
with their melodic 
abilities. 

But in conflict they 
also have a military 
role providing support 
and assistance to 
those in the forefront 
of action. 


The Royal Marines 
have recently been 
showing off their 
talents in an exercise 
just off America. 


The Royal Navy and 
Marines have been 
working together with 
other countries, 
practising their battle 
skills. 

The exercise, Rapid 
Alliance, was centred 
around an amphibious 
attack - Royal 
Marines charged 
ashore to free the 
fictional country 
Kartuna from the evil 
invasion of Korona. 


Almost 2,000 Green 
Berets took part, 
along with another 
3,500 people from the 
British Armed Forces. 
Almost 20 British 
ships took part in the 
exercise, primary 
amonc these were 
HMS Albion and HMS 
Ocear for the Royal 
Marines. 

HMS Albion is an 
amphibious ship with a 
hollow belly that can 
hold Fundreds of 
Royal Marines, their 
landing craft, their 
vehicles and all their 
Speciclist kit. 

HMS Ocean is also an 
amphibious ship, but 
Speciclises as a 
helicopter carrier. 
Ocear's helicopters 
carry the Royal 
Marires and land 
them ashore during 
attacks. 


Rapid Alliance - the 
bigge:t amphibious 
war game in years - 
was hird work for all 
involved, but also a 
big Stccess. 
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Now after reading all 
this exciting stuff about 
Royal Marines we bet 
youre sat at home 
saying “I wanna be a 
Royal Marine!” 

Best to warn you, it isn't 
easy. 

Even the three day 
course designed fo let 
candidates know about 
the Royal Marines is 
tough. 

Up for reveille at 6am 
potential Royal Marines 
are put through their 
paces in gym tests, 
drilled on parade, set to 
work on a 3-mile run and 
tested on a high- 
obstacle and assault 
course. 

And that's just the 
likely candidates. 

Once youve survived 
that, you will take on the 





Beat the clock, Beat yourself, 
Beat everybody! 
RETURN OF THE RUBIK'S CUBE 


The world s greatest puzzle is back in 
the UK — ready to challenge the brains 
of a new generation. 

The biggest the fastest-selling cult toy 
of all time: the legendary Rubik's Cube 
is back. If you were too young to get 
in on it first time around, now's your 
chance to expenence it first hand. 
For your chance to win one of these 
fantastic toys worth £9.99 just send us 
a postcard or email marked ‘Rubiks’ 
along with your name, address, age 
and membership number to the usual 
address 
Normal competition rules apply. 
Closing date 05/09/04. For more 
information on Rubiks Cube visit their 
official website www_rubiks.com 
or contact Drumond Park on 
01506 855577 
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@ Royal Marines jump from their landing craft 


Tough t 
be the best 
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® Royal Marine Commandos receive the best training ina 
range of specialties, from weapons to communications 


Royal Marines Commando 
recruits course. 

That's 32 weeks of hard 
slog, pushing yourself to 
the limits mentally, 
physically and 
professionally. 

Weapons and navigation, 
survival and commando 
skills - all are created 
and honed. 

Only if you survive this, 
one of the longest, 
toughest military 
courses in the world, will 
you win the right to 
wear that coveted green 
beret. 

Recruit training takes 
place at the Commando 
Training Centre Royal 
Marines at Lympstone. 
This Centre trains 
recruits, officers, and 
offers specialist courses 
for signallers and clerks 
among others. 
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Throughout his career, a 
Royal Marine will visit 
Lympstone many times. 
The motto of the Royal 
Marines is the latin 
phrase ‘per mare per 
terram’ which means ‘by 
sea by land’. 

All this training makes 
sure that the Royal 
Marines can tackle 
whatever job, whatever 
the conditions, wherever 
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Winning Moves has brought Roald Dahl's magical | 
stories to life in a fantastic range of games and 
we have 15 sets to giveaway. 


This brilliant prize includes the ‘Charlie and the 
Chocolate factory board game’, where you have to be the 
first to the great glass elevator with all your sweets! 
Devious and cunning people will excel at: “The Twite Card 
Game’ 
you play, the more likely you are to winl Foil the evil 
farmers and get to the feast and you'll be well on your 
way to winning in the Fantastic Mr Fox board aame. 
‘Goodies and Baddies’ Top Trumps completes the range 





the nastier you are and the more dirty tricks 


see how Roald Dahl's weird and wonderful characters 
score against each other. 





iv NAVY NEWS YOUNG READERS, AUGUST 2004 





| For your chance to win this great prize drawing of your 
| favourite , older fe marked ‘Toonami’ along with your name, 


ge and membership number to the usual address. 


address, a 
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Hell hath 
no fury as 
a woman 
scorned 


The Royal Marines are 
predominantly male. 
However there are 
women in the Royal 
Marines Band Service, 
and they have a wartime 
role doubling up as 
medical support. 


But some centuries 
earlier a woman served 
her country in the thick 
of battle as part of the 
Marines. 

In 1745 Hannah Snell 
set out to find her 
husband, who had run 


away to sea and left her. 


So Hannah, an 
enterprising woman, 
disguised herself as 
James Gray and signed 
up with the Marines at 
Portsmouth in 1745. 


She served in HMS 
Swallow, sailed to the 
East Indies and fought 
in India yet despite 
battle injuries and a 
flogging, Hannah 
managed to keep her 
true sex hidden. 


But once she found out 
that her dastardly 
deserting husband had 
died, Hannah chucked in 
her Marine career and 
set up a pub in London 
called - appropriately 
enough - the ‘Woman in 
Masquerade. 
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@ Big trucks are best for carrying big men to big battles | 


Take a look behind 
the doors of the 
Green Berets 


Have we told you 
enough? If not and you 
want to find out more 
about the Royal Marines, 
here's a few suggestions. 
If you take a look at the 
Royal Marines section on 
the Royal Navy website 
at www.royalnavy.mod.uk 
you can follow links to 
find out more. 

The other place that you 
can go to find out more 
about the history of the 
Royal Marines is their 
museum in Eastney in 
Portsmouth. 

There's all sorts of 
things to see and do 


here. Dramatic displays 
tell the story of the 
Royal Marines. 

The Heyday of Sail is a 
new display at the 
museum, an exhibition on 
Nelson's Navy. 

And throughout the 
summer holidays, there's 
a family event on every 
Wednesday - perhaps 
shadow puppets or 
masks. 


If you want to know 
more, you can visit their 
website www. 
royalmarinesmuseum.co.uk 
or telephone 023 9281 
9385. 
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Royal Navy Baseball Cap, Membership card and exclusive membership number, 
Birthday 








& Christmas Cards, Members only competitions, Exclusive 
Naval Visits, Discounts to local and national attractions and much, much more!! 
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Send your completed form to the address below with a cheque or postal order for 
the correct amount, made payable to NAVY NEWS: 


Or for further information contact us on 023 9273 3558 
or by email: youngreaders@navynews.co.uk 
You can also enrol online at www.navynews.co.uk/youngreaders or over the phone 
by credit or debit cards (we accept payment by: Visa, Mastercard, Delta or Switch) 
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